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CHAPTER L 

ON ! as along the stream of time thy name 
Expanded Jlies^ and gathers all its fame; 
May then these lines to future days descend^ 
And prove thy coVHtRY^a goodthine only efid I 

** A H^ gentlemen /^ — exclaimed Bonaparte — *twas 
just as he was about to embark for Egypt— some 
young Americans happening at Toulon, and anxious 
to see the mighty Corsican, had obtained the honour 
of an introduction to him. Scarcely were past the 
customary salutations, when he eagerly aske'd, " hovf 

fares your countryman^ the great Washington ?*' " He 
was very well,'* replied the youths, brightening at the 
thought, that they were the countrymen of Washing- 

^ton ; " he was very well, general, when we left Ame- 

"rica." — ^** Ah^gentlemen /'* rejoined he, " Washington 
can never be otherwise than well. — The measure of 
his fame is fulL-^Posterity will talk of him with re» 

\erence as the founder of a great empire^ when my 
name shall be lost in the vortex of devolutions /** 

^ Who, then, that has a spark of virtuous curiosity, 
but must wish to know the history of'him whose 
name could thus awaken the sigh even of Bonaparte ? 
But is not his history already known ? Have not a 
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I' 

^oua'and orators spread his fame abroad, bright as 
his own Potomac, when he reflects the morning sun, 
and' flames like a sea of liquid gold, the wonder and 
Mclight of 1^ the neighbouring shores i Yes, the)r 
have intteed spread his fame abroad.*..his fame as 
GeneraUssimo of the armies, and first President of 
the councils of his nation. But this is not haif his 
fame....True, he has been seen in greatness : but it is 
only tlie greatness of public character, which is no 
evidence <of fme greatness ; for a public character is 
often an artificial one« At the head of an army or 
nation, where gold and glory are at stake, and where 
a man feels himself the burning focus of unnum*- 
bered eyes ; he must be a paltry fellow, indeed, who 
does not play his part pretty handsomely.«.«even the 
common passions of pnde, avarice, or ambition, will 
put him up to his metde, and call forth his best and 
bravest doings. But let this heat and blaze of pub* 
lie situation and incitement be withdrawn \ let him 
l>e thrust back into the shade of private life ; and.yoa 
shall see how soon, like a forced plant robbed of its 
hot-bed, he will drop his false foliage and fruit, and 
stand forth confessed in native sticl^weed sterility 
and worthlessness.— There was Benedict Arnold- 
while strutting a brigadier general on the pub^ 
lie stage, he could play you iiit great man^ on a hand- 
some scale h e out*marched Hannibal, and out- 
fought Burgoync " ■ -he chased the British like cur- 
lews, or cooped them up like chickens ! and yet in 
the private walks of life^ in Philadelphia, he could 
swindle rum from the commissary's stores, and, with 
;he aid of loose women, retail it by the gill ! !— * 
And there was the great duke of Marlborough too 
•i^his public character, a thunderbolt in war! B^U 
tain's boast, and the terror of the French.! But his 
private character, what ? Why a swindler to whom 
drnold^s self could hold a candle ; a perfect nonde- 
script of baseness ; a shaver of farthings from the 
loor sixpenny pay ot his own bra^gj 
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It Is not, then, ijn the glare of public^ but in the 
shade of private life^ that we are to look for the 
man* Private Uf^ is always real life. Behind the 
curtain, where the eyes of the million are not. upon' 
him, and where a, man can have no motive but tncU" 
nation^ no incitement but; honest nature^ thtre he 
will always be sure to act 'himself: consequently, if 
he act greatly^ he must be great indeed* Hence it 
has beeo justly said, that, ^^ our private deeds^ if n9^ 
Me^ are noblest of our lives*'^ 

Or these private deeds of Washington very little 
das been said* In most of the elegant orations pro*> 
nounced to his praise, you see nothing of Washings 
ton below the clouds — nothing of Washington the 
<dutijiil son'^t\k^ affectionate brother— --the^ cheerful 
achool-b^ y — the diligent surveyor— the neat drafts«- 
inan— the laborious farmer*«*the widow's husband-^ 
the orphan's father— -tfhe poor man^s friend* No! 
this is not the Washington you see ; 'tis only Wash- 
ington, the HERO, and the Demigod*— Washington 
the sttn team in council, or the ^tvrm in war. 

And in all the ensigns of character amidst which 
he is generaily drawn^ you see none that represent 
him what he really was, '^4he jfupiter Conservator/^ 
the friend andhen^act^r of men* Whereas his bright 
ploughshare that he loved— or his wheat-crowned 
fields, waving in yellow ridges before the wanton 
breeze-— or his hills whitened over with flocks— K>r 
his clover covered pastures spread with innumerous 
herds— M)r his neat*<:lad servants with songs rolling 
the heavy harvest before them t Such were the scenes 
x}f peace, plenty y and happiness^in which Washington^ 
delighted. But his eulogists have denied him these^' 
the only scenes which belong to man the great $' 
and have trick'd*Vim up in ^^xUe drapery of man 
the little. *Seel there he stands! with tk^ port-^} 
Mar^' the destroyer/^ dark frowning over the fieFds^^ 
tj/ waf— the lightning of Potter's blade is by his sid«- 
«-^e deep-mouthed cannon b before him, diagorg- 
isg men with mangling balis— his war-borae ©aaif 
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with impatience to bear him, a speedy thunderbolt, 
. against the pale and bleediiig ranks of Britain !— - 
^ These are the drawings usuaHy given of Washing* 
ton; drawings masterly no doubt, and perhaps justly 
descriptive of him in some scenes of his life. But 
scenes they were, which I am sure his soul abhorred^ 
and in which, at any rate, you see nothing of his j&ri- 
vate virtiLt^* These old fashioned commodities arc 
generally thrown into the back ground of the pic- 
ture ; and treated, as the grandees at the London and 
Paris routs, treat their good old aunts and grandmth- 
ihers^ huddling them together into the back rooms^ 
there to wheeze and cough by themsel^s, and not 
depress the fine laudanum-raised spirits of the youn^ 
sparklers. And yet it was to those oU fashioned vir^ 
tues that our hero owed every thing. F' r they in 
fact were the food of the great aotions of him,"whom 
men call Washington. It was they that enabled him, 
first to triumph over himself; then over the B itish : 
and uniformly to set such bright examples of Awman 
iferfectibility and truegreatness^ that,com pared there- 
with, the history of his capturing Cornwallis and 
Tarleton, with their buccaneering legions, sounds al- 
most as small as the story of (General Putnam's 
catching his wolf and her lamb-killing whelps. 

Since then it is the private virtues that lay the 

foundation of all human excellence— since it was 

these that exalted Washington to be " Columbians 

^rst and greatest Son^^ be it our first care to present 

^j hese, in all their lustre, before the admiring eyes 

^jot our children. To them his private character is 

■every thing; his public, hardly any thing. For how 

i glorious soever it may have been in Washington to 

i have undertaken the emancipation of his country ; 

to have stemmed-^fe^-'iOAg tide oi adversity; to have 

^inffi^vr^ry effort of a wealthy and warli^je nation ; 

, to have obtained for^his countrymen the coi* nletest 

I victory, and for himself the most unbounded power ; 

^ and then to hate returned that power^ accompanied 
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with all the weight of his own great character An^ 
advice to establish a government that should immor* 
falize the blessings of liberty — howev^f^^corijtfus, 1 
say, -all this may have been to hu»^«|f> or instructive 
to future generals «n^ presidents, yet does it but 
tittle coocern oixr children. For whoa^nong us can 
'hope that his son shall ever be called, like Washing- 
ton, to direct the stornf of war, or to ravish the ears 
of deeply listening Senates ? To be constantly placing^ 
him then, before our children, in this high charac- 
ter, what is it but like springing in the clouds a gold- 
en Phoenix, which no mortal calibre can ever hope 
to reach ? Or like setting pictures of the Mammoth 
before the mice whom ^^iTotall the manna of Heaven" 
can ever raise to equality ? Oh no ! give us his/^ri- 
vate virtues I In these^ every youth is interested, be- 
cause in these every youth may become a Washing- 
ion-— a Washington in piety and patriotism,-— in in- 
dustry and honour— and consequently a Washington, 
in what alone deserves the name, self esteem and 

UNIVERSAL RESPECT. 



CHAPTER II. 

BIRTS AND EDUCATION. 

^ CMtdrenlike tender osiers take the bow ; 
'* And as they first arefornCd^ forever growJ*^ 

TO this da^ numbers of good Chmtians can 
hardly find faith to believe that Washington was, 
bona fide, a Virginian! " What ! a buckskin! %v^ 
they with a smile^ ** George Washington a buckskin* 
pshaw! impossible ! he was certainly an European, 
So great a man could nevt^ hdve been born ki Ame- 
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"" , So i^rutt a man could never have been bom in Ante- 
rica I^Why that's iht very prince of reasons why 

^ 4ie aliouM'ihcHre been born here ! Nature, we know, 
is fond of harmo)Th9j and paria paribus^ li^t i*, jT«rr - 
things to greats is the rule' sfitr delights to work by. 
Where, for example, do we look for the whale^ " the 
biggest bom of nature ?'* not, I trow, in a mill-pond, 
but in the main ocean. " There go the great ships /' 
and there are the spoutings of whales amidst their 
boiling foam. 

By the same rule, where shall we look for Wash- . 
ington, the greatest among men^ but in America — 
that greatest Continent, which, rising from beneath 
the frozen pole^ stretches far and wide to the south, 
running almost ** the whole length of this vast ter* 
rene^^ and sustaining on her ample sides the roaring 
shock of half the watery globe ? And equal to its size 
is the furniture of this vast continent, where the Al- 
mighty has reared his cloud-capt mountains, and 
spread hissea4ike lakes, and poured his mighty ri- 
vers, and hurled down his thundering cataracts in a 
style of the sublime^ so far superior to any thing of 
the kind in the other continents., that we may fairly 
conclude that great men and great deeds are de- 
signed for America. 

This seems to be the verdict of honest analogy ; 
^ and accordinp;ly\^ find America the honoured cra- 

/ die of Washington, who was born on Pope's creek 

• in* Westmoreland county, Virginia, the 22d of Feb- 
ruary, ird2. His father, whose name was Augustin 
Washington, was also a Virginian : but his grand- 
father (John) was an Englishman, who came over 
and settled in Virginia in 1657. 
-- His father, fully persuaded that a marriage ot 
virtuous love comes nearest to angelic life^ eariy 
stepped up to the altar with glowing cheeks and joy 
sparkling eyes, while hy his side with soft warm 
hand, sweetly trembling in his, s^j| (hgW-form 
of the lovely Miss Dandridge. ^ 
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After several years of great domestic happiness, 
Mr. Washington was separated by death from this 
excellent woman, who left him and two children to 
lament her early fate. 

Fully persuaded still, that " it is not good for 
man to be alone^^ he renewed, for the second time, 
the chaste delights of matrimonial love. His con- 
sort was Miss Mary Ball, a young lady of fortune, 
and descended from one of the best families in Vir- 
ginia. 

From his intermarriage with this charming girl, 
it would appear that our hero's father must have pos- 
sessed cither a very pleasing person, or highly 
polished manners, or perhaps both ; for^ from what 
I can learn, he was at that time at least 40 years old! 
while she, on the other hand, was universally toast- 
ed as the belle of the Northern Neck, aild in the 
full bloon^ and freshness of love-inspiring sixteen. 
This I have from one who tells me that he has car- 
ried down many a sett dance with her j I mean that 
amiable and pleasant old gentleman, John Fitzhugh, 
Esq. of Stafford, who was, all his life, a neighbour 
^d intimate of the Washington family. By lus first 
wife, Mr. Washington hi\d two^childrcn, both sons 
—Lawrence and Augustin. By his second wife, he 
had five children, four sons and a daughter— George, 
Samuel, John, Charles, and Elizabeth. Those over 
delicate folk, who are ready to faint at thought of a 
J second marriage, might do well to remember, that 
\ the greatest maa that ever lived was the son of this 
.Vjccond marriage. 

V Little George bad scarcelv attained his fifth 
year, when his father left Pope's creek, and came 
ap to a planution. which he had in Stafibrd, opposite 
to Fredericksburg. The house in which he lived \% 
fltiU llo b4||een. It Ufts its low and modest front of fa- 
4ed.red^^yer the ^ turbid waters of Rappahannock ; 
whi)her, tp this day, numbers of people repair, and, 
wkb emotiooi unUtterable,^ looking at the weather- 

- Oigitized byi-jOOQlC 



10 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 

/^beaten mansion, exclaim, ** Here^s the house where 
^^Jhe great Washtrlgton was born /'* 

But it. is all a mistake ; for he, was born, as I sSiid 
at Pope's creek, in Westmoreland county, near th 
margin of his own roaring Potomac. , 
. The first place of education to which George was 
.ever sent, was a little *' oldfield school^'* kept by one 
of his father's tenants*, named Hobby; an honest,poor 
old man, who acted in the double character of sexton 
and schoolmaster* On his skill as a grave-digger, 
tradition is silent ; but for a teacher of youth,, his 
qualifications were certainly of the humbler sort ; ma- 
king what is generally called an A* B. C. schoolmas- 
ter. Such was the preceptor who first taught Washr 
ington the knowledge of letters ! Hobby lived to sel 
his young pupil in all his glory, and rejoiced ex- 
ceedingly. In his cupS"— for though a sexton^ he 
would sometimes drink, particularly on the Gene- 
{ ral's birth days — ^he used to boast that ^ ^twas he^ 
' who, between his knees, had laid the foundation oj 

George Washington's greatness.^^ 
^ V But though George was early sent to a school- 
\ liiaster, yet he was not on that account neglected by 
\ bis father.' Deeply sensible of the loveHness and 
/ worth of which human nature is capable, through 
•/ the virtues andgraces early implanted in the heart, 
\ he never for a moment, lost sight of George in those 
' all-important respects. 

, ^-^ To assist his son to overcome Aat selfish spirit, 
\ which too often leads children to fret and fight about 
trifles, was a notable care of Mr. Washington. For 
. this purpose, of all the presents, such as cakes, fruit, 
8tc. he received, he was always desired to ^ve a ii- 
bi^ral part to his plav-mates. To enable him t6 do 
iiiis with more alacnty, his father would remind hins 
of the love which he would thereby gsdJf and dit 
frequent presems which would in return hm made i§ 
kirn / and dso would t^U of that great and good God, 
whodelightt above all things to see diSdren love 

Digitized by V^OOQIC 
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Another, and will assuredly reward them for acting 
«o amiable a part. 

y- SoM E idea of Mr. Washingtfm*s plaif of ed ication 
/ in this respect may be collected from the following 
( anecdote, related to me twenty years ago by an aged 
\ lady, who was a distant relative, and, when a girl, 
\ spent much of her time in the family : 
I " On a fine morning," said she, >*in the fall of 1 7^7$ 
' j/Six. Washington having little George by the hand, 

hcame to the door and asked my cousin Washington 
and myself to walk with him to the orchardypromising 
he would show us a fine sight. On arriving at the 
orchard, we were presented with a fine sight indeed. 
The whale earth, as far as we couid see, was strewed 
with friiit t and yet the trees were bending under the 
weight of apples^ which hung in clusters like grapes, 
and vainly strove to hide their blushing cheeks behind 
the green leaves. Now^ George^ said his father, look 
here, my son ! don't you remember when this good 
cousin of yours brought you that fine Is^rge apple last 
spring, how hardly I could prevail on you to dividt^ 
ii^ith your brothers and sisters; though I promised you 
that if you would but doit, God Almighty would give 
you plenty of apples this fall. Poor George could not 
•ay a word; but hanging down Ms head, looked <iuite 
conned, while With his little naked toes he scratch^ 
in th«fsoft ground. Now look up, my son, continUi^d 
his father^look up, George ! and see there how rich- 
ly the blessed God has made good my promise to you. 
Wherever you turn your eyes, you see the trees load- 
ed with fine fruit i many of them indeed breaking 
down ; while the ground is.cov(ired with mellow ap- 
ples, more than you could eat^ my son, in all your 
lifetime*** 

Gkoroe looted in silence on the wide wilderneM 
of fruit. He marked the busy humming bees« and 
heard the gay notes of birds ; then lifting his eyes 
filled with shining moisture, to his father, he softly 

id, ** Wells Pa, onlyfargive me this time >• andi see 

/ever be sv stingy any more**^ 

^ Digitized by l^OOgie 
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Some, yf^n they look up to the oak, whose giant 
arms throw a darkning shade over distan* acres, or 
whose single trunk lays the keel of a man of war, 
cannot bear to hear of the time when this mighty 
plant was but an acorn, which a pig could have de- 
molished. But others, who know their value, like to 
learn the soil and situation which best produces such 
noble trees. Thus, parents that are ivise^ will listen, 
well pleased^ w^HkJuitfhm* Tib w moved the steps of 
ithe youthful Washington, whose single worth far 
ptttweighs aH the oaks of B^shan and the red spicy 
\ cedars of Lebanon. Yes, they will listen delighted 
\ while I tell of their Washington in the days of his 
j youth, when bis little feet were swift towards the 
nests of birds ; or when, wearied in the chase of the 
butterfly, he laid him down on his grassy couch and 
; slept, while ministering spirits, with their roseate 
\ i^ii^f fanned his glowing cheeks, and kissed his 
^ lips of innocence with that fervent love which makes 
\ ihe Heapen i 

Never did the wise Ulysses take more pains with 
bis beloved Telemachus, than did Mr. Washington 
j^ith George, to inspire him with an early love of 
jtiruth. " Truths Geprge,'* saidi he " is the loveliest 
qualify of youth. I would ride fifty miles, my son, 
to see the little boy whose heart is so honest , and his 
Jips &o/ntre, that we may depend on ev^ry word he 
^ays. O how lovely does such a child appear in the 
jtyes of every bodj! his parents doat on him. His 
jfelations glory in him, I'hey are constantly praising 
him to their children, whom they beg to imitate him. 
They are often sending for him to visit them ; and 
receive hin^, when he comes, with as much joy as if 
he wer^ a little angel, come to set pretty examples 
-lo their children* / 

" But, Oh ! how different, George^ is the case with 

th^b^y who is so given to lying, that nobody can be- 

ieye aword he says ! He is looked at with aversion 

wherever be goes, and parents dread to see him come 

mbng their children. Ob, George ! ^^^ff^! ratlier 
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than see you come to this pass, dear as you areto my 
heart, jgladly would I assist to nail you up in your 
Ihde coffin, ahd follow you to your grave. Hard, 
indeed, would it be to me to give up my son, whose 
little feet sire alwayis so ready to run about with me, 
and whose fondly looking eyes, atid $weet prattk 
make so large a part of my happiness. But still I 
i^ould give him up, rather than see him a comnrion 

" P^,^ said George very seriously, ** db 1 exrer tell 
lies?'' 

" No, George, I thank God you do not, my son 
and I rejoice in the hope you hever will. At least, 
you shall never, from me, have cause to be guilty ol 
so shameful a thing. Many parents, indeed, even 
compel their children to this vile practice, by bar- 
barously beating them fbr every little fault: hence, 
on the next offence, the little terrified creature slips 
out 2i lie f just to escape the rod. But as to your- 
self George, you know I have always told you, and 
now tell you again, that, whenever by accident, you 
do any thing wrong, which must often be the case, 
as you are bt^t a poor little boj' yet, without experi** 
ence or knowledge ^ you must never tell a falsehood to 
conceal it i but comt bravely up, my son, like a little 
man^ and tell me of it: and, instead of beating you» 
George, I will but the more honour and love you for 
it, my dear.'* 

This, youUl say, was, sowing good seed !— -Yes, it 
was : and the crop, thank God, was, as I believe it 
ever will be, where a man acts the true parent, that 
is, the Guardian Angela by his child. 

The following anecdote is a case in point. It is 
too valuable to be lost, and too true to be doubted ; 
for it was communicated to me by the same excel- 

it lady to whom I am indebted for the last. 

*' When George," said she, " was about six years 
old, he was made the wealthy master of a hatchet /of 
which, like most little boys, he was immoderatcFy 
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fond ; and was constantly going about chopping every 
thing that came in his way. One day, in the garden, 
where he often amused himself hacking his mo- 
ther's pea-sticks, he unluckily tried the edgq of hi» 
hatchet on the body of a beautiful young English 
cherry-tree, which he barked so terribly, that I don't 
believe the tree eVer got the better of it. The next 
morning the old gentleman, finding out what had be- 
fallen his tree, which, by the by, was a great favour- 
ite, came into the house ; and with nfiich warmth 
asked for the mischievous author, declaring at the 
same time, that he would not have taken five' gui- 
neas for hi» tree. Nobody could tell him any thing 
about it. Presently George and his hatchet made 
their appearance. " Ge'org-^,"' said his father, " do you 
know who killed that beautiful little cherry tree yon- 
der in the garden ?" This was a toug-h question ; and 
George staggered under it for a moment ; but quick- 
ly recovered himself : pnd looking at his father, with 
the sweet face of youth brightened with the inex- 
pressible charm of all-con<^uering truth, he bravely 
rried out, " I can't tell a lie, Pa; you know I can't 
tell a lie. I did cut it with my hatchet." — Run to 
my ainns, you dearest boy, cried his father in trans- 
ports, run to my arms ; glad am I, George, that you 
killed my tree ; for you have jjaid me for it a thousand 
fold. Such an act of heroism i n my son is more worth 
than a thousand trees, thoughblossomed with silver, 
and their fruits of purest gold."^. 
^ It was in this way by interesting at once both his 
heart and head^ that Mr. Washington conducted 
George with great ease and pleasure along the hap- 
py paths of virtue. But well knowing that hisbelov- 
. ed charge, soon to be a man, would be left exposed 
to nun)berlcss temptations, both from himself and 
from others, his heart throbbed with the tenderest 
anxiety to make him acquainted with that great 
BEING, whom to know and love, is to possess. the 
surest defence against vice, and the bes* of all mo- 
tives to virtue and happiness. To startle George into 
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a lively ^ense' of. his Maker, he fell upon the fol- 
lowing very cirrid|j^; but impressive expedien : 
t One day he" weft into the garden, and prepared a 
jlitde bed of finely pulverized earth, on which' he 
wrote George's name fit full, in large fetters-— then 
strewing in ptenty of cabbage seed, he covered them 
Tttp, and smoothed sill over nicely with the roller.—^ 
|This bed he purposely prepared close along side ot 
^a gooseberry walk, whidi happening at this time to 
! be well hun^ with ripe fruit, he knew would be ho 
noured with George's visits prdtty regularly every 
^day. Not many mornings had passed away before 
**ii.came Gheorge, with eyes wiMToBing, and his lit- 
le cheeks ready to burst with great news. 
' ^'^ O Pa ! come here ! come here !" 

" What's the matter, my son? what'^ the matter?*' 
' ** O COME here, I teil you. Pa :• eorhe here ! an4 
I'll sjiew you such a sight as you never s'kw hi aH 
. your life time.**^ * 

'The old gentleman suspecting what Geoi-ge would 
be at, gave him Wis htod, which' he seised wJth great 
eagerness, and tugging him along through the gar- 
den, led him point blank to the bed whereoir was 
inscribed, in large fetters, and Ya all* the freshness of 
newly sprung plants^ the ftdVuameof ■ ' ' 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. ' 

, *'* TitEki, Pa?" siaid Gfci^ge, quil6 in an ecstacy 
of astonishment, " did you ever see such a sight int 
jaffHrourfifiitime?'^ . 

1 ^ Why it seehis Kke k curious aCftir, surecnouj ■ 
' George! 

** iPuT, 'Pa, who did make it there ? who did make 
ftth^re?" - ; 

** J;r gr^w there by chdnte^ I suppose, my son. 
** By chance:, Vd\ O no! no !* it never did/grow 
^re by chance^ Vtu Indeed that it never didr'' 
' •** HtG^ ! \^hy not, my son ?" 
' *• "Why, Pa, did you ever see any bodjf's name Vi» a 
jJlant'toed^before?^ ' ., o„t.ed.y.v.oogie 
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** Well, but Ocorge, such a thing might happen^ 
though you never saw it before. 

*•• Yes, Pa; but I did never see the little plants 
grow up so as to make one single letter of my name 
before. Now, how could they grow up so as to make 
all the letters of my name ! and then standing one 
after another, to spell my name so exactly /—and all 
so neat and even too, at top and bottom ! ! O Pa, you 
must not say chance did all this. Indeed somebody 
did it ; and I dare say now. Pa, you did it just to 
scare me^ because I am your litde boy." 
. His father smiled ; and said, ^^ Well George, you 
have guessed right* 1 indeed did it ; but not to scare 
you, my son ; but to learn you a great thing whijch I 
wish you to understand. I want, my son, to intro- 
duce you to your true Father." 

^^ HiGB, Pa, an't you my true father, that has 
loved me, and been so good to me always V* 

^^ Yes, George, I am your father, as tne world calls 
It : and I love you very dearly too. But yet with 
all my love for you, George, I am but a poor good* 
for-nothing sort of a father in comparison of one you 
have." 

" Aye ! I know, well enough whom you mean, 
Pa. You mean God Almighty ; don't you ?" 

^^ Yes, my son, I mean him indeed. He is yov^ 
irue Father, George" 

^^ But, Pa, where is God Almighty i I did never 
^ee him yet." 

^' True my son ; but though jrou never saw hiv^ 
yet he is always w'nh you. You did not see me when 
ten days ago I made this little plant bed, where yoii 
tee your name in such beautiful green letters : but 
though you did not see me here, yet you know I wat 
here!!" 

" Yes, Pa, that I do. I know you was here." 

^^ Well then, and as my son could not believe 
that chance had made and put together so exactly 
the letters of his name, (though only sixteen) Aen 
how can he believe^ that chance could have made and. 
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'^t together all those milliotis and miUiors of thmgs 
that are now so exactly fitted to his good ! That my 
son may look at every thing around him> see ! what 
fine eyes he lias got ! and a little pug nose to smell 
the sweet flowers ! and ptetty ears to hear sweet 
sounds ! and a lovely mouth for his bread and butter ! 
and O, the little ivory teeth to cut it for him ! and 
the dear liule tongue to prattle with his father ! md 
f)recious little bands and fingers to hold his play- 
things! and beautiful little feet for him to run about 
upon ! and when my little rogue of a son is tired 
with running about, then the still night comes foi 
him to lie down : and hie mother sings^ and the little 
crickeU chirp him to sleep ! and. as soon as he has 
al^pt enough, and jumps up fresh and strong as a 
little buck, there the sweet golden light is ready for 
him ! Whoi he looks down into the water, there he 
sees the beautiful silver fishes for him ! and up in the 
trecM there are the apples, and peaches, and ikottaanA 
of sweet fruits for him ! and atf, cUl arotmd him, 
wherever my dear bay looks, he sees everything just 
to his wnfUs and wishes /-^the bubbling springs with 
cool sweet water for him to drink ! and the wood to 
make him sparkling fires when be is cold ! and beau- 
tiful horses for him to ride ! and strong oxen to work 
for him! and the good coyf to give him mUk ! and 
bees to m^ke sweet hone for his sweeter mouth ! 
jmd the little lambs, with snpwy wool, for beaudful 
clothes £>r him! Now, these and all the ^^n thou" 
sand th^itsmd ^ther good things more than my son 
can ever think of, and all so exactly fitted to hts use 
and delight'— Now how could chftnce ever have done 
all this for my little son i 0li*€tafli^!— • 

He would have gone on : but Grcorge, who had 
huiig upon his father's words with looks and eyes of 
all-devouring attention, here broke out— 

** Oh, Pa, that's enough ! thsit's enough ! It can'^t 
be chance, indeed-— it can't be chance, that made and 
gave me all these thingSr' 
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** What was it then, do you tJntik, my son ?'■ 

" Indeed, Pa, I don^t know, unless it was God 
Almighty r 

" Yes, Gkorge, he it was, my soii, and nobody 
else-" » 

" Well, but Pa, (continued George) does Ck>d 
Ali^ghty give'rtre every thing? Bon't you give me 
some things. Pa ?'^ ' 

*' I GIVE tfcu something indeed !' Oh ho#* can I 
give youi any thing, George ! I who have no^i^jgoh 
•earth tiiat I ean cdl my own, no, noteven the breath 
I draw r ; 

" High, Pa \ is*nt that great big housie' yoinr 
hou9e^ and this garden, and the hdrsesi yonder, and 
oiran, and she^p, and trees, and every tfaiiig, is'hitdl 
yourii. Pa?'* 

^ Oh no J my son ! no ! why y^m imak^ me slirink 
into nothing, Oeoi^, when you talk of' aB thesfe 
faekmging to me^ who can't even make a grain of 
sand ! Oh, how could I, my son, have given life to 
those great oiten and horses, when I can^t give lift 
jeven to la fly f-nio ! for if the poorest fly were killed, 
it is not your father, George, nor aU^the ihen Jn the 
world, that couid ever make him alive agaih !'' 

At this, George fell into a profound silence^ while 
his pensive looks showed that Ins youthful soul was 
labtmring with some idea n^ver felt before. I^r- 
haps it was at that moment, thiat the good Sfrfrit of 
Gk>d ingrafted on his heart tha(tg6rm of /vief^, whicli 
filled ins after life with so many of the precious fruits 
of moraiitym » ^ 
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CHAPTER III. 

Ckorge's father dies— his education continued by his 
mother— hift behaviour under school-master Wil- 
liams. 

THUS fJeasantly, on wings of down, passed 
aw^ the few abort years of little George's and his 
father^s earthly acquaintance. Sweetly ruled by the 
sceptre of reason, George almost adored his father: 
and thus sweedy obeyed with all the cheerfulness •f 
LOVE, his father doated dvi George....And though 
very different in their years, yet parental and filial 
love r^idered them so mutually dear, that the old 
gentleman was often heard to regret, that the school 
took his little companion so much from him— while 
George, on the other hand, would often quit his play- 
mates to run/ home and converse with his more be- 
loved father. 

But George was not long to enjoy the pleasure 
or the profit of such a companion ; for scarcely had 
he attained his tenth year, before his father was seis- 
ed with the gout in his stomach, which carried him 
off* in ai few days. George was not at home when his 
father was taken ill. He was on a visit to some of his 
cousins in Chotank, about twenty miles off* : and his 
fether, unwilling to interrupt his pleasures, (for it 
was but seldom that he visited) would not at first al- 
low him to be sent for. But finding that he was go- 
ing very fast, he begged that they would send for 
him in all haste. He often asked if he was come ; 
and said how happy he should be once more to see 
his little son, and give him his blessing before he 
died. But alas ! he never enjoyed that last mourn- 
ful pleasure ; for George did not reach home until a- 
few hours before his father's death : and theQ he was 
speechless ! The moment he alighted, he ran into 
the chamber where he lay. But oh ' what were his 
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feelings when he saw the sad change that had pass- 
ed upon him ! when he beheld those eyes, late so 
bright and fond, now reft of all their lustre, faintly 
looking on him from their hoUow sockets, and 
through swelling tears, in mate but meking lan- 
guage, bidding him a last, LAtx tarbwell \ 
Rushing with sobs and cries, he fell upon his ferther's 
neck h e kissed him a thousand and a thousand 
times, and bathed his day-ccdd f^ct with, scalding 
tears. ^ ^ 

O HAPPIEST TOUTH ! Ha|:^est in that love, ^idikh 
thus, to its- enamoured soul strained on aged, an ex* 
luring sire. O! worthiest to be the founder of a 
JUST and e^jjai. government lasting as thy own 
deathless name! And O I happiest old man! thus 
luxuriously expiring in the arms of such a child ! 
O ! well requited for teaching him that love or 
HIS GOD (the only fountaun of every Virtuous love) 
-in return for which he gave thee ('twas aH he had) 
himself-^-^his fondest companyr— his sweetest looks 
and prattle. He now gives thee his little feeble em- 
braces. With- artless sighs and tdun, feuthful to thee 
'still, his feet will follow thee to thy grave: and 
when thy beloved corse is let down to the stones of 
the pit, with streaming eyesiie will rusH to die 
brink, to take one more look, while his bursting 
heart will give thee its last trembling cr y O my 
father ! my father ! 

But, though he had lost his best of friends, yet he 
never lost those divine sentiments which that friend 
had 80 carefully inculcated. On the contrary, inter- 
woven with the fibres of his heart, they seemed to 
^^ grow with his growdi, and to strength^i with his 
strength." The memory of his fsither, often bathed 
with a tear-^the memory of his father,.now sleeping 
in his grave, was felt to impose a more sacred ob- 
ligation to do whatever he knew would rejoice his 
departed shade. This was very happily displayed, 
in every part of his deportment, from the moment 
of his earliest intercourse with mankind.^g^^ 
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Soon after the death of his father, his mother sent 
him down to Westmoreland, the place of his nativity, 
where he lived with his half-brother Augustine, and 
went to school to a Mr. Williams, an excellent teach* 
er in that neighbourhood. He carried with him bis 
virtues, his zeal for unbleinished character, his love of 
truth, and detestation of whatever was fdse and base* 
A gilt chariot vrith richest robes and liveried senrants, 
could not half so subjstantiaHy have befrievided htm:i 
for in a very short time, Ho completely had his vir 
tues secured the love and ccmfidence^ the boys, his 
word was just as current among them as a law* A 
very aged gentleman, formerly a school mate of iA, 
has often assured me, (while ^easing recollection 
brightened hts furrowed cheelt^,) that nothing was 
mofe common,^ when the boys were in Kgltdispute 
about -a question of fact, than for some Iktle shaver 
among the mnviic heroes," to call out, ^ kdl boys ! 
George Washington was there ; George Wasbnfgton 
wa^ there. He knows'all about it: and if 'he don't say 
it was so, then we will ^ve It tip."— ** Done," said the 
adverse party. Then away they would ticot to hunt 
for George. Soon as his verdict was heard^ the fMur* 
ty favoured would begin toxrow, and then all hands 
would return to play again. 

About five years after the deafth of his &tber,'he 
tjuitted 5cho6l€br ever, leavings Uic boys in tears fiwr 
his departure : for he had ever lived among them, ii 
the spirit of a brother, fie was never guihy of ao 
brutish a practice as that of fighting himself; nor 
would he, when able to prevent it, allow them lo 
fight one anothef*. K he could not disarm their sa- 
vage passions by his arguments, he would instandy 
ga to die master, and inform him of their bmrbarous 
intentions. 

" The boys,** saM 4*ie same good old gentleman, 
** were often angry with George for this."— i*ut he 
used to say, ''angry or not angry, you shall never, 
boys, have my consent to a practice so s^^o^^^^gj 
shocking even in staves and dogs J,*?,tLfe%^i?^**^ 
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scandalous in little boys at school| who ought to look 
on one another as brothers. And what must be the 
feelings of our tender parents, when^ instead of see- 
ing us come home smiling and lovely, as the joy of 
THEIR HEARTS ! they see us creeping in like young 
blackguards^ with our heads bound upf black eyes, 
and bloody clothes ! And what is all this for ? Why^ 
that we may get praise ! ! But the truth is, a {|uarrel- 
some boy was never sincerely praised ! Big boys, of 
the vulgar sort, indeed may praise him: but it is 
only as diey would a siUv game cock, that fights fqr 
their pastime : and the litde boys are sure to praise 
Him, but it is only as. they would a bull dog'^^-to keep 
him from tearing them ! !'' 

Some of his historians have said, and many be* 
lieve, that Washington was a Latin scholar ! But 'tis 
an erron He never learned a syUabk of Latin. His 
second and last teadber, Mr« Wiiiiamsi was indeed 
a capital band— -4>ut not at Latin f for of that he un* 
derstood perhaps as Httk as Balaam^s ass* But at 
reading, spelling, English grammar, arithmetic, sur* 
veytng, book keeping, and geography,, he was indeed 
faniotts* And in these useful arts, 'tis said he often 
boasted that he bad made young George Washington 
as great a scholar as himself. 

Born to be a soldier, Wash ington early discover** 
ed symptoms of nacui-e^s intentions towards hioif 
In his 11th year, while at school under old Mr. Hob* 
hy^ he used to divide his play^mates into two par- 
ties or armies. One of these, for distinction sake, 
was called French, the other American. A big boy 
at the schoo^, nanled \^lliam Bustle, cooimanded 
the foipmer I George commanded the latter. And 
every day, at play>time, with corn-stalks for muskets, 
and calabashes for drums, the two armies would 
turn out, add march, and counter-march, and file . odT 
or light their mimic battles, with great funr. This 
was fine sport for George, whose passion for active 
ctterciHi was so strong, that at play-iime no weaUier 
Muld k«ep him wtduo doors* His fair cousins^ who 
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visited at his mother'sY used to compbii^ diat 
^^ George was not fond of their company, like other 
boys ; but-soon as he had got his task, would run out 
to play." But such trifling jday as marbles and tops he 
could never endure. They did not afford him ^xer 
case enough. His delight was in that of the manlies 
sort, whichy by stringing the limbs and swelling the 
muscles, promotes the kindliest flow of blood and 
spirits. At jumping with a long pole, or heavi^ { 
heavy weights, for his years he hardly had an equal. 
A.nd as to running, the swift-footed Achilles could 
scarcely have matched his speed. 

" Egad ! he ran wonderfully," said my amiable 
and aged friend, John Fitzhugh, esq. who knew him 
Well. "We had nobody here-ab9Uts, that could come 
near him. There was a young Langhom Dade, of 
Westmoreland, a confounded clean made, tight young 
fellow, and a mighty swift runner too. Butttien he was 
no match for George. Langy, indeed, did not like to 
give it up ; and would brag that he had sometimes 
brought George to a tie. But I believe he was mista- 
ken ; fori have seen them run together many a time ; 
and George always beat him easy enough." 

Col. Lewis Willis, his play-mate and kinsman, 
has been heard to say, that he has. often seen him 
throw a stone across Rappahannock, at the lower 
ferry of Fredericksburg. It would be no easy mat- 
ter to find a man, now a-days, who could do it. 

Indeed his father before him was a man of ex- 
traordinary strength. His gun, which to this day Is 
called Washington's fowling-piece, and is now the pro- 
perty of Mr. Harry Fitzhugh, of Chotank, is of such 
enormous weight, that not one man in fifty can fire it 
without a rest. And yet throughout that country it 
is said, that he made nothing of holding it off at arms- 
length, and. blazing away at the swans on Potomack ; 
of which he has been known to kill, rank ^d file, 
seven or eight 9i a shot 

But to return to George. It appears that from 
the start he was a boy of an uncommonly warm and 
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ittfiile hei^ i iha^ikh that Iift#isaice, though but 
m half'broth^^ ¥dfok ^Uch k likitig to him, evttt 
lbd^hi86#tlbrofHek* Aiigii^tie^ that he Would al^ 
Wkjri Have Qt6irg6 l¥ith him When he coitld | aiid ofteA 
p^ded him to comb and live with him^ But, as if led 
fry sbkh^seci-etimpililb^, 6eol*ge declined the ofibi*, tttid 
is We hav^ fteeh^ weiit to trof k, iti the back woods^ a* 
Lord Fairfax's Purveyor ! However, whett Lawretiet 
Was taken with the comsumption, atid adviaed by hia 
physicans to make a trip to Burmuda^ George could 
not resist any longer, but hastened down to his brother 
at Mount Vernon, and Went with him to Burmuda* 
It Was at Burmuda that George took the sttiall-pox. 
Which iharked him ratbi^ agreeably than otherwise* 
Lawrence neveir recovered, but returned to Vitginia^ 
where he died just after his brother George had 
fought his hard battle against the French and In- 
dians, at Fort Necessity, as the reader will pre* 
^endy learn. 

Lawrence did not live to see George after that t 
but he lived to hear of his fame j for as the French 
and Indians were at that time a great public terror, 
the people could not help being very loud in thek 
praise of a youth, who, with so slender a force, had 
dared to meet them in their own country, and had 
given diem such a check. 

And when Lawrence heard of his favourite young 
brother, that he had fought so gallantly for his coun- 
try, and that the whole land was filled with hts praise, 
he wept for joy. And such is the victory o( love 
over nature, that though fast sinkmg under the fever 
and cough of a consumption inlts extreme stage, he 
did not seem to mind it, but spent his last moments 
in fondly talking of his brother George, who^ he 
said, ^^ he had always believed, would one day or 
other be a great man '/' 

Ok opening his will, it was found that George had 
lost nothing by his dutiful and affectionate behaviour 
to his brother LaWr^nce. For having now no issue, 
Qm tely ai9d, a ikdt daughter^ lately dying) he Idft 
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to George $ill hU rich lancjs in Berklev, tog^^ei* ifi^ 

his great estate on Potomac, called Mou^T V^Rf'^ 
in honour of old Admiral Vernon, by whom h^ lm4 
b^en treated with great politeness, while a- volunteer 
With hiin at the unfortunate siege of Carthagen^ |g 
1T41. 



CHAPTER IV. 

George leaves school^sappointed a private ntrveypr 
to Lord Fairfax^ of the Northern Ned — wishes tg 
enter on hoard of a British man of war — providetP' 
tially prevented by hi9 mother^-^the first lightnings 
of his soul to war » 

HAPPILY for America, George Washington 
was not born with " a silver spoon in his mouthJ* 
The Rappahannock plantation left him by his father, 
was only in reversion — and his mother was still in 
her prime. Seeing then no chance of ever rising in 
the world but by his own merit, on leaving school 
he went up toTairfax to see his brother Lawrence ; 
with whom he found Mr. William Fairfax, one of 
tjie governor's council, who was come up on a visit 
to his sister, whom Lawrence had married. The 
counsellor presently took a great liking to George ; 
and hearing him express a wish to get employment 
1» a surveyor, introduced him to his relative, lord 
Fairfax, the wealthy proprietor of alf those lands ge- 
iierally called the Northern Necky lying between the 
Potomac and Rappahannock, and extending from 
Smith's Point on the Chesapeake, to the foot of the 
Great Alleghany. At the instance of'tTfie counseUor, 
Lord Fairfax readily engaged Georje aa^/^^pev- 
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or ; and sent him up into the back-woods to work* He 
Continued in his lordship's service till his 20th year, 
closely pursuing the laborious life of a woodsman. 

From the manner in whith Washington used to 
amuse his leisure hours during this period, one is 
almost inclined to think that he had a presentiment 
of the great labours that lay before him* While in 
Frederick, which at that time was very large, con» 
taining the counties now called Berkley, Jefferson, 
and Shenandoah, he boarded in the house of the wi- 
dow Stevenson, generally pronounced Stinson. This 
lady had sevcu^ons — William and Valentine Craw- 
ford, by her first husband ; and John, and Hugh, 
and Dick, and Jim, and Mark Stinson, by her last 
husband. These seven young men, in Herculean 
size and strength, were equal, perhaps, to any seven 
sons of any one mother in Christendom. This was 
a family exactly to George's mind, because promis 
ing him an abundance of that manly exercise in 
which he delighted. In front of the house lay a fine 
extended green, with a square of several hundred 
yards. Here it was every evening, when his daily 
toils of surveying were ended, that George, like a 
young Greek training for the Olympic games, used 
to turn out with his sturdy young companions, " to 
see,^* as they termed it, " which was the best man** 
at running, jumping, and wrestling. And so keen 
was their passion for these sports, and so great their 
ambition to excel each other, that they would often 
persist, especially on moon-shinmg nights, till bed' 
time* The Craw fords and Stinsons, though not tall- 
er than George, were much heavier men ; so that at 
wrestlings and particularly at the close or I\dian huffy 
he seldom gained much matter of triun' n. But in 
all trials of agility ^ they stood no charce with him ! 
From these Frederick county gvmnastics or es^ 
ercwe*, there followed an effect whicK shews the very 
wide difference between participating in innocent 
9Lnd guilty pleasures. While companions in raking 
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and'gambUngf heartily despise ai;vd hate one another, 
ai^, when they meet in the streets, pass each other 
withjpok^as cold and shy as sheep-thieving curs— » 
these virtuous young men, by spending their even- 
ings together^ in innocent and manly exercises, con- 
tracted a friendship which lasted for life. When 
George, twenty-five years after this, was called lo 
kad the American armies, he did not forget his old 
friends, the Stinsons and Craw/ords ; but gave com- 
missions to all of them who chose to join his army ; 
which several of them did. William Crawford, the 
eldest of them, and as brave a man as ever should- 
ered a musket^ was advanced as high as the rank of 
colonel, when he was burnt to death by the Indians 
at Sandusky. And equally cordial \V^as the lov6 of 
these young men towards George, of whom they 
always spoke as of a brother* Indeed, Hugh Stin- 
son, the second brother, who had a way of snapping 
his eyes when he talked of any thing that greatly 
pleased him, used to brighten up at the name of 
Washington ; and would tell his friends, that <' he and 
his brother John had often hid the conqueror ofEng^ 
land on his back /' but at the same time, would 
agree, that, ** in running' and jumping they were no 
match for him.*^ 

Such was the way in which George spent his 
leisure hours in the^service of Lord Fairfax. Little 
did the old gendeman expect that he was educating 
a youth, who should one day dismember the British 
empire, and break his own heart— which truly came 
to pass. For on hearing that Washington had cap- 
tured Comwallis and all his army, he called out to 
his black waiter, ** Comey Joe I carry me to my bed 
for Fm sure ^tishigh time for me to die /'* 

Then up rose Joe, all at the word 

And took hu master's arm. 
And to his bed he sofUy led^ 

The lord of Greeu-waT faring ^ t 

R ft oTgitizedbyCOOgle 
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There oft he call'd on Britain's name,^ 
<* And oft he wept fuU sore."— 

Then sigh'd— thy will, O Lord be done— 
** And word spake never more.^ 

It was in his 15th year, according to the best of 
my information, that Washington first felt the kind- 
lings of his soul for war. The cause was thiff^ — In 
those days the people of Virginia looked on Great 
Britain as the mother country / ancl to go thither was^ 
in common phrase, ** to go home.*^ The name of old 
England was music in their ears: and the bare men- 
tion of a blow meditated against her, never failed to 
rouse a something at the heart, which instantly flam- 
ed on the cheek, and flashed in the eye. Washington 
had his full share of these virtuous feelings : on hear- 
ing, therefore, that France and Spain were mustering 
a black cloud over his mother country, his youth- 
ful blood took fire; and he instantly tendered what 
aid his little arm could afford. The rank of mid- 
"^hipman was procured for him on board a British 
ship of war, then lying in our waters ; and his trunk 
and clothes were actually sent on board. But when 
he came to take leave of his mother, she wept bitter- 
ly, and told him, she feit that her heart would break 
if he left her. George immediately got his trunk 
ashore ! as he could not, for a suoment, bear the idea 
of inflicting a wound on that dear life whiph had so 
long and so fondly sustained his own. 

Where George got his great military talents, is 
a question which none but the happy believers in a 
particular Providence can solve: certain it is,* his 
earthly parents had no hand in it. For of his father, 
radition says nothing, save that he was a most amia- 
ble old gentleman ; one who made good crops, and 
scorned to give his name to the quill-drivers of a 
counting-room. And as to his mother, it is well 
known that she was none of Bellona's fiery race. For 
as some of the Virginia officers, just afber the splendid 
actions of Trenton and Princeton, werecomplimeni^ 
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ing heron the generalship and rishj^ glory of her 
son, instead of shewing the exultation of a Spartan 
dame^ she replied, wi& all the sang froid of a good 
old Friend, ** Ah^ dear me! This fighting and kill- 
ing is a sad thing ! I wish George would come home 
and loot after his plantation i /'* 

Nor m>es it appear that nature had mixed much 
of gunpowder in the composition of any of his bro- 
thers : for when one of them, in the time of Brad- 
dock's war, wrote him a letter, signifyuig something 
like a wish to enter into the service; George, it is 
said, gave him this short reply : ** Brother ^ stay at 
home, and comfort your wife.^^ 

But though not destined to figure on the quarter- 
deck of a man of war, yet he.ceased not to cultivate 
that talent which had been given for higher uses. 
From adjutant Muse, a Westmoreland volunteer, 
who had gained much credix in the war of Cuba, 
whence he had lately returned with Lawrence Wash- ^ 
ington, he learnt to go through the manual exercise 
with great dexterity. By the help of good trea- , 
tises on the art of war, which were put into his hands 
by the same gentleman, he soon acquired very clear 
ideas of the evolutions and movements of troops* 
And from Mons. Vanbraam, who afterwards accom- 
panied him as interpreter to Venango, he acquired 
the art of fencing, at which, it is said, he was ex- ^ 
tremely expert. A passion, so uncommon for war, 
joined to a very manly appearance, and great digni- 
ty of character, could scarcely fail to attract on him 
the attention of the public. In fact the public senti- 
ment was so strong in his favour, that at the green 
age of nineteen, he was appointed major and adju- * 
tant general of the Virginia forces in the Northern 
Neck, when training, as was expected, for imme- 
diate service. 

For his services as an adjutant general, he was al- 
lowed by the crown one hundred pounds sterling per ' 
annum* Digitized by k^oogie 
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CHAPTER V. 

French encroachments on theC^io^^Washington v©» 

litnteers his service to governor Dinvnddie'-r'hzs 

hazardous embassy to the French and Indians-^ 

' miraculous escapes-^^-account 0/ his journaU'''anecr 

dote of his modesty* 

IN the year 1753 the people of Virginia were 
alarmed by a report that the French, aided by the 
Indians, were erecting a long line of military posts 
on the Ohio. This manoeuvre, predicting no good 
to the ANCIENT DOMINION, was propcHy resented 
by Robert Dinwiddle, the governor, who wished 
immediately in the name of his king to forbid the 
measure. But how to convey a letter to the French 
comiTvandant on the Ohio, was the tjfuestion. For 
the 'whole country west of the Blue Mountains, was 
one immeasurable forest, from time immemorial the 
gloomy haunt of ravening beasts and of murderous 
savages. No voices had ever broke the awful silence 
of those dreary woods, save the hiss of rattlesnakes, 
• the shrieks of panthers, the yell of Indians, and 
howling tempests. From such scenes, though be- 
held but by the drstant eye of fancy, the hearts of 
youth are apt to shrink with terror, and to crouch 
more closely to their safer fire-sides. But in the 
firmer nerves of Washington^ they do not appear to 
have made the least impression of the agueish sort* 
The moment he heard of the governor's wishes, he 
waited on him with-r^-a tender of his services. 

** Now Christ save my saoul^ but y^er a braxu 
ladf* said the good old Scotchman, ^< and gin ye play 
your cards weel^ my boy^ ye shall hae nae cause to 
rue your bargain.^* The governor took him to his 
palace that night, which was sp^nt in preparing his 
fetters and instructions. The next day, accompanied 
by an interpreter and a couple of servants, be set out 
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on his journey, which, being in the depth of winter, 
was as disagreeable and dangerous as Hercules him- 
aelf could have desired* Drenching rains and drown • 
iDg floods, apd snow-covered mountains opposed' 
his course ; but opposed in vain* The generous am- 
bition to serve his country^ and to distinguish hifn- 
self, carried him through all; and, even at the most 
trying times, touched his heart with a joy unknown 
to the VAIN and trifling. On his way home he 
was way -laid and shot at by an Indian, who, though 
not fifteen paces distant, happily missed his aim. The 
poor wretch was made prisoner. But Washington 
could not find in hi^ heart to put him to death, though 
his own safety seenied to require the sacrifice. The 
next evening, in attempting to cross a river on a 
raft, he was within an ace of being drowned; and, 
the night following, of perishing in the ice hut from 
both these imminent deadly risks, there was a hand 
unseeii that efiected his escape. 

About the middle of January he returned to Wil- 
liamsburgh ; and, instantly waiting on the governor, 
presented him the fruits of his labours — the belts of 
wampum which he had brought from the Indian 
kings as pledges of their friendship — the French 
governor's letters — and, last of all, his journal of the 
expedition. This, it seems, he had drawn up as a tub 
for the whale, that he might be spared the pain of 
much talking about himst^ ^nd his adventures. For 
like the kingof Mprven," though mighty deeds roiled 
from his soid ofJire\ yet his words xvere never heard^ 
The governor was much pleased with the Indian belts 
— more with the Frenchman's letter — but most ot 
all with Washington's journal, which he proposed to 
have printed immediately. Washington begged 
that his excellency would spare him the mollification 
of seeing his journal sent out into the world in so 
mean a dress. He urged, that having been written 
in a wintry wilderness, by a traveller, young, illiterate, 
and often cold, wet, and weary, it needed a thousand 
amendments* «^ Hoot awa^ ^^'^n'^if JSMfeW^^^^^' 
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Uacf, ^^ hoH awa^ mon $ iphaf tank ye abogt fimmi^ 
*< merits* lam sure the pamphlet need nae blush t9 
** be seen by his majesty himsel^-^nd in gcud troth I 
^^ mean to send htm a copy or twa of it. And be 
** sides our Assembly will rise to-morrow or next 
** day, and I wish each of the members, to tak a 
** few copies hame with them. So we must e^en 
<< strait-way print the journal off hand as it is.'' 

The journal, of course, was immediately printed. 
Every eye perused it : and every tongue was loud in 
its praise. Indeed it was not easy to err on the side 
of excess ; for whoever with candour reads the jour* 
nal, will readily pronounce it an unique in the histo-r 
ry of juvenile productions. It discovers that vigour, 
and variety of talents, which take up, as it were in« 
tuitively, the views belonging to any new subject that 
presents itself. It is the hasty production of a young 
man, bom in retreats of deepest solitude, in a time 
of profoundest peace, and brought up to the simple 
harmless employment of a surveyor, an employment 
which, more than any other, tends to tranquillize the 
mind. The verdure and music of the love-breathing 
gpring ; the bright fields and harvests of joy-inspir- 
ing summer ; the faded leaves and mournful silence 
of autumn, with winter's solemn grandeur ; were the 
scenes in which the youth of Washington was pas- 
sed. In these he hears the roar of distant war — from 
these he is sent forth tp mark the gathering storm* 
Instantly he breathes the whole spirit of his new en- 
gagement — ^" Old things are done away: all thing's are 
become new.^^ The chain and theodolite are forgotten 
—the surveyor is lost in the soldier. His shoulders 
are young : but they sustain the head of an old engi- 
neer. He marks the soil, the timber, the confluence 
of rivers, the sites for forts. In short, nothing con- 
aected with the defence of his country escapes him« 
He penetrates the characters of the different people 
around him— the low sensuality of the Indian, ready, 
for a dram^ to lift the tomahawk — the polished subtil- 
ties of the Hluropeanj who can ^< smile 2xid smiley** and 
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jret design the deadi of the trliveller. Theie impof 
taiit truths present themselves intuitively to bis mind| 
and shine with such lustre in the pages of his jour- 
nal, as to command tfie admiration of every unpre* 
judiced reader. 

Among the gentlemen in WiUiamsburgh, who had 
sense and virtue enough to. appreciate the worth of 
Washington, one of tne first was a Mr. Waller.— 
This gentleman, conversing on that subject with 
Mr. Robertson, speaker of the house of Burgesses^ 
observed, that such services as those rendered by 
Major Washington^ were far too important to be 
paid off by the light coin of common paiiour puffs. 
** This young man^'* said he, " has destfved tvtU of 
his coimirv ; and her Representatives in Jkssemblif 
avght to acknowledge the obligation!'* ^-^ Thafs exactly 
my otvn opinion^^ replied Robertson : ** and if yon 
'will let me know when the major next visits usy I will 
make a motion to that effect.^ 

TrtE next day, Vf^shington, not having ever 
dreamt of the honour intended him, entered the 
house; and^ going up stairs, took his seat in the 
gallery. The eagle-eyed friendship of Mr. Waller 
quickly discovered him ; and stepping to the chair, 
whispered it to Mr. Robertson j who instantly arose, 
and ordering silence, called out : ^^ Gentlemen, it is 
proposed that die thanks of this house be given to 
Major Washington, who now sits in the gallery, for 
the very gallant manner in which he executed the 
important trust lately reposed in him by his exeellen-^ 
^ governor Dinwiddie*" In a moment the house 
rose as one man ; and turning towanls Washington, 
saluted him wi^ a general bow ; and, m very flatter- 
ing terms, expressed their high sense of his seryif 
-r-Had an earthquake shaken ^ecapitol to the cjpjol 
it could hardly nave so completely co»foimdcd^ 
major! He rose to make his acknowledgments, b^l^ 
^ alas ! his tongue had fet^gptten its office. Thrice he 
essayed to speak : but thrice, in spite of every efibrty 
bia utterance failed him, save faintlv to^'articulate^ 

. Digitized by V^OOQIC 
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** Mr. Speaker^ Mr. Speaker /*' To relieve him from 
his embarrassment, Mr. Robertsoa kindly called out, 
** Major Washington, Major^ashington, sit down ; 
your modesty alone is equal to your meriu'' 



CHAPTER VI. 

The French and Indian war begins^^Washington 
goes forth to meet the dangers of his countrtf'^^aims 
a blow at Fort Du ^esne^^^ils-^gallant defence 
of Fort Necessity — retires from the service in dis» 
gust — pressed into it again by General Braddock—^ 
defeat and death of Braddocky and dreadful slaugh- 
ter of his army. 

" Well, WHAT is to come, will come!'' said 
poor Paddy, when going to the gallows. Even so 
was come, as would seem, the time that rvas to com^ 
for '* kings to go forth to battled The truth is,num=- 
bers of poor tax-ground^ and thence uneducated ^nd 
half started wretches in Britain and France^ were 
become diseased with a mortal cachexy or surcharge 
oi bad humours ; such as gambling, swindling, horse 
stealing, highway rohbii^g, &o, which nothmg but 
the saturnine pills and steel points of Mars cx^^ld ef- 
fectually carry off. Thus in sdl corrupted .govern- 
ments WAR is considered as a necessary evil. It was 
no doubt necessary then. 

Such was the remote cause. The proximate histo- 
ry ^ox how the dance begun^ we now proceed to y elate. 

We have just ^een that the French, pouring 
down from the lakes of Canada, thick as Autumnal 
reese, were dashing away on the Ohio, at an alarm- 
5ig rate — -multiplying forts— holding talks— and 
strengthening their alliances with the Ind^ns. And 

■ Digitized by IjOOgie ' ". 
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W€ have seen, that Washington, with letters from 
governor Dinwiddie, had been out among the par* 
LEevous, conjuring them by every thing venerable 
in treaties, or valuable in peace^ to desist from such 
unwarrantable measures. But all to no purposes 
for the French commnnd^nt, smiling at Washington^ 
as a green horny and ^ Dinwiddle as an oUfool^ con- 
tinued his' operations as vigofx>usly as though be 
knew not that the country in question made a part of 
the British empire. 

SwirT as the broad-^winged packets could fly across 
the d^ep, the news was carried to Eng^d. — Its ef- 
fect there was like that of a stone rudely hurled 
ag'^inst a nest of hornets* Instantly, from centre to 
circumference, all is rage and bustle*— the hive re- 
bounds with the maddening insects. Dark tumbling 
from their cells they spread the hasty wing, and 
^{irill whizzing through the air, they rush to find tbib 
jfoe. Just so in the sea^rttRng island, from queens . 
Apuse to aU-home^fromiing' to cockney^ all were fierce 
Ijor fight* Even the red-nosed porters where they 
loeti, bending under their burdenst would stop in the 
streetSyto talk of Enola^d^s wrongs : and, as they 
talked, their fiery snouts were seen to gjrow more 
fifiry still, and more deformed. Then throwing their 
packs to the ground, and leaping into the attitude <^ 
|K>9(ers, with sturdy arms across, and rougli black 
jaws stretched cnit, they bend ficHrward to tht fancied 
fight * The frog-eatiag fo«, in shirtless ruffles aad 
Idbp; lank queue, seems to give grouiid ! then rittng in 
th<eir might, with fire-striking eyes they press hard 
upon \ntn » and coming in^ hand and fiscH, with kick 
and cuffapd many a hearty curse^ they shew the gig- 
gling CROWD, how, damn 'em diey would thunsp 
the French. 

The news was brought to Britain's king just as 
he had dispatched his pudding ; Mid sat, right royidly 
amusing himself with a slice of Gloucester ^nd a 
nip of ale. From the lips of the king down fell the 
luckless cheese, alas ! not grac'd to comfi^rt th« st«- 
D 
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mach of the Lord's anointed ; ivhile, crowned with 
snowy loam, his niit<>>brown ale stood untasted beside 
his plate. Suddenly as he heard the news, the 
monarch da'rkeiied in his plate : and answering dark- 
ness shrouded all his court* 

Im silence he rolled his ey^ Of fire on the floor, 
and twirled his ierribk thumbs I his pages shrunk 
from his presence; for who could stand before the 
Icing of thundering ships, when wrath, in gleams of 
lightning, flashed from his ** dark redeyes ?" Start- 
ing at length) as from a tmnce, he swallowed his 
ale : then clenching his fist, he gave the table a tre- 
mendous knock) and cursed the woodeti^hoed nation 
l>y his God! Swift as he cursed, the dogs of war 
bounded from their kennels, keen for the chase : 
and, snuflbdg the blood of Frenchmen on every gale, 
they raised a howl of death which reached these 
|>eaceful shores. Orders were immediately issued, 
oy the British government, for the colonies to arm 
and unite in one confederacy. Virginia took the 
lead ; and raised a regiment, to the second command 
in which she raised her favourite Washington. Co*' 
kmel Fry, by right of seniority, commanded : but on 
his death, ^.which happened soon after his appoint- 
anent, Washington succeeded to the command.— 
With this little handfbl, lie bravely pushed out into 
die wilderness, in quest of the eneiHy ; and at a place 
tailed the Little Meadows, came up with a party 
iinder one Jumonville* This ofiicer was killed, and 
afi his men taken prisoners* 

Frou these prisoners, he obtained undoubted intel* 
tigence, that the French troops on the Ohio, con- 
sisted of upwards of a thousand regulars, and ma- 
ny hoEldreds of Indians* But notwithstanding this 
disheartening intelligence, he still pressed on un- 
dauntedly against the enemy, and, at a place called 
the Great Meadows^ built a fort, which he called 
Fort Kecessitv 

Digitized by V^OOQIC 
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Soon as the Hues of the entrenchmetits . were 
marked off, and tlic aien about to fall to work, Wash- 
ington seia^g the hand of the first that was tiftiog the 
spade, cried out ^ Stofiy my braxtfdhw I mtf hand 
mu9t heave thefir^ earth thai is thtoum up in defence 
&f thtM country P^ 

Leaving a small garrison behind him, he dashed 
on fw Fort Duquesne, (Fort Pitt,) hoping by Ae re- 
duction of diat knportant po«t, to strike terror into 
the enemy^ and defeat their plans* But though 
dMs was a bold stroke xjS genaraiBh«p, yet it ai^>esA^d 
that he had not a force sufficient to effect itw For in 
the mid^t of this di^s march, he was met by a partf 
of friendly Indians, who, running up to him, widi 
looks and gestures gready a^ated^ cried out: ^ Fbf ! 
Hy i dofCt look behmdyoui your enemies ape upon yaUj 
thick as the pigeons in the woods T^ 

Washington caHed a council of his officers, who 
advised an immediate return to Port Necessity, which 
they hardly recovered, before their centinels fired an 
alarm ; came running in ; and stated, that the woods 
were aiive with Frenchmen and Vidians / — It should 
have been observed^ that the dreadful news of the 
day before, had produced so shameful a deserdoo 
among his tropps, in the course of the night, dial, 
when the enemy attacked, which they did with 1500 
men, Washington had'but 300 to stand by lunu 
But never did the true Virginia valour shine more 
gloriously than on this trying occaston^-tb see 300 
young fellows— commanded by a smooth*£aced boy 
—all un^customed to the terrors of war-*-fat from 
home— 4md from all hope ofhe]p-«-shut up in a dreary 
wilderness*— and surrounded by y?tv times their num* 
ber of savage foes, yet without sign of tear, preparing 
for mortal combat ! Scarcely since the days of Le- 
onidas and his three hundred deadiless Spartans, had 
the sun beheld its equal* With hideous whoops and 
yells, the enemy came on like a host of tigers. The 
woods and rocks, and tall tree-tops,/f/Av ivith Indi(ms 
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were in one continued blaze and crash of fire-arms* 
Nor were our youthful warriors idle : but animated 
by their youthnil commander, they pHed their rifles 
with such spirit, that the little fort resembled a vol- 
cano in full blast, roaring and discharging thick sheets 
of liquid fire and of leaden deaths among dieir foes* 
For nine glorious hours, salamander^tike^ enveloped 
in smoke and flames» they sustained the attack of the 
enemy's whole force, and laid two hundred of them 
dead on the spot! Discouragedby such desperate re* 
sistance, the French general, the Count de Villiersy 
sent in a flag to WatJiington, highly extolling his 
ffnUwitry, and offering turn the mosthonourable terms. 
It was stipulated, that Washington and his little band 
of heroes, should march away with aU the honoqrs of 
war, and carry with them fbetr military stores and 
baggage. 

* On their return to the bosom of their country, thev 
were every where received with the praises which 
they had so well deserved. The Legislature voted 
the thanks of the nation to Washington and his offi- 
cers ; with a pistole to each of his men, about 300. 

In the course c^ the following winter, notice was 
given from the mother country^ that American offi- 
cers, acting with the British, should bear no com* 
mand I ! Hence the poorest shoat, if wearing the 
proud epaulette of a Briton, might command a 
Wolfe, if so unlucky as to be ^n American ! ! ! In- 
censed at such an outrage on common justice, and 
the rights of his countr}^men9 Washington threw up 
his commission ; and retired to his plantation. Mount 
Vernon^ lately left him by his brother Lawrence. — 
Here, Cincinnatus- like, he betook him to his favourite 

E lough. — But the season called for the s^ovA ;-»and 
e was now risen too high to be overlooked in times 
ike those when troubles and fears began to darken 
over all the land. 

The report of his gallant but unsuccessful strug- 
gle with the French and Indiatisy soon reached Eng. 
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a4nd : and the minUtiy thinking the colonies alone 
too weak to repel the enemy, hurried on General 
Braddock, with two heavy regiments, to their aid. 
This reinforcement arrived early in the spring o 
1755. Leaving them at the Capes on their way up. 
to Belle-haven,(now Alexandria,) Braddock called 
at Williamsburgh, to see Governor Dinwiddie, who 
attended him to Alexandria. 

*' Where is Colonel Washington ^''^ said General 
Braddock. " Ikmg to see himJ^ 

*' He is retired from the service^ Sir^ replied the 
Governor. 

^^ Retired! AV /''•continued the General, «« Cb- 
hnel Washington retired! pray^ Sir^ what's the rea* 
son ?'^ 

On hearing the caus^, he broke into a passion 
against the order from the war-office as z shameful 
piece of partiality — and extolled Colonel Washington 
as '* a young man of sense andspirity who knew ofid 
asserted his rights as become a soldier and a British 
subject.^ 

He then wrote to Washington, whom he pr^sing- 
ly invited to join his army, and accept the rank of a 
volunteer aid-de-camp in his own family. This in- 
vitation was cheerfully accepted by our young coun- 
tryman^ who waited on General Braddock as soon as 
he heard of his arrival at Alexandria. About the 
same time, three companies of excellent Virginia 
marksmen^ raised by order of the Legislature, a> 
rived at the British camp. 

It was in the month of June 1755, that the army,^' 
upwards of 2000 strong, left Alexandria ; and, with 
their faces to the west, began their march to the 
mournful ditty of " over the hills and far atuayJ*^ On 
the route Washington was taken sick ; and by the 
time they had reached the Little Meadows, had be- 
" come so Verv ill, that Braddock^ at the instance of th# 
physicians, insisted most peremptorily that he should 
lie by until Colonel Dunbar with the rear of the ar- 
my came up. With great reluctafice'he yielded f 
D 9 
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their wishes. But so great were his fears for the ar« 
my, lest in those wild woods it should fall, into some 
Indian snare, that the moment his fever left him^he 

• mounted his horse, and pursued, and overtook them 
the very evening before they fell into that ambuscade 
which he had all along dreaded. For the next 
morning, the 9th of July, when they were safely ar- 
rived within seven miles of Fort Duquesne ! and so 
confident of success, that their general swore he 
would that night sup either in Fort Duquiesne or in 
the lower regions, — ^behold, the Virginia Rangers 
discovered signs of Indians. 

Here Washington^ with his usual modesty^ ob- 
served to General Braddock what sort of an enemy 
he had now to deal with— an enemy who would not> 
like the Europeans, come forward to a fair contest 
in the field, but, concealed behind the rocks and 
trees, carry on a deadly warfare with their rifies. 
He concluded with these words, " / beg of your ex'^ 
ciUency the honour to allow me to lead on with the Vtr- 
ginta Riflemen^ and fight them in their own way*^ 

Had it been decreed that this hapless army should 
have been saved, this was the counsel to have effected 
it. But it would seem, alas \ that Heaven had or 
dained their fall in that distant land ; and there with 
their flesh to fatten the wolves and vultinres on the 
hills of Monongahela. For General Braddock, who 
had all along treated the American officers with in- 
finite contempt, rejected Washington's counsel, and 
swelling with most unmanly rage, replied, *' High 
iimesy by — - High times I when a young Buckskin 
can teach a British General how tofghtP^ Instantly 
the pale, fever- worn cheeks of Washington turned 
fiery red- But smothering his feelings, he rode 
towards his men, biting his lip with grief and rage, 
to think how many brave. fellows would draw short 

-^breath that day through the pride and obstinacy 
of one epauletted madman. Formed in heavy co-- 
lumns the troops continued to advance. A little be- 
yond the Monongahela, was a narrow defile, through 
tfvhich lay their road, with moss-grown rocks on ci- 
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ther side, and aged trees that spread an awful shade* 
Here, in perfect concealment, the French and Indi- 
ans lay, waiting impatiently for this devoted army* 
Too soon, alas ! the army came up ; and, entering the 
defile, moved along in silence, like sheep to the 
slaughter, litde dreaming how close the bloody fates 
hovered around them. Thinking their prey now 
completely in their clutches, all at once, the Indians 
^t up the most hideous yells, as if the woods were 
filled with ten thousand panthers. This they did, both 
as a terror to the British, and a signal to attack ; for 
in the same moment they poured in a general fire, 
which instantly covered the ground with death in 
every hideous shape. Some were seen sinking pale 
and lifeless at once, giving up the ghost with only a 
hollpw groan— others rolling on the earth, convulsed 
and shrieking in the last agonies, while life and life's 
warm blood together gushed in hissing torrents 
from their breasts. Such sights of their bleeding 
comrades, had the enemy but been in view, instead 
of depressing would but have inflamed British blood 
with fiercer thirst for Vjepgeance. But, alas ! to be 
thus entrapped in a dreary wild ! to be thus pent up, 
and shot from behind rocks and trees, by an invisible 
enemy, was enough to dismay the stoutest hearts. 
Ttieir native valour, however, and confidence in 
ttiemselves, did notatonce forsake them. But, ani- 
mated by their officers, they stood their ground, and 
for a considerable time fought like. heroes. But pee- 
ing no impression made by their fire, while that of 
die enemy, heavy as at first, with fatal flashes con- 
tinued to cut down their ranks, they at length took a 
panic, and fell into great confusion. Happily, on the 
left^ where lay the deadliest fire, Washington's ran- 

fers were posted ; but not exposed like the British* 
'or, on hearing the horrible savage yells, in a mo- 
ptient they flew each to his tree, like the Indians ; and 
like them, each levelled his rifle, and with as deadly 
aim. This, through a kind Providence, saved Brad- 
dock^s army ; for exulting in their confusion, the sa- 
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vages, grimty patnted, ydfing Kke ftmes, burst 
from their coverts, eager to glut dieir hellish rage 
wiA a total massacre of the British* But, faithful to 
their fiiends, Washington's rangers stepped forth with 
joy to meet the assaifamts. Then rose a scene suffi* 
cient to fill the stoutest heart with horror. Burning 
aTtlte for vengeance, both parties throw aside the slow- 
murdering rifles, and grasp dieir swift^fated toma- 
hawks* Dreadfully above their heads gleams the 
brandished steel, as with full exerted Hmbs, and feces 
all inflamed with mortal hate, diey level at each other 
their last decisive Mows. Death rages through aH 
their fi»t*thinning ranks — hb bleeding victims are 
rolled together on every side. Here falls the brave 
Virginia Blue, under the stroke of his nimbler foe— 
and tkere^ man on man the Indians perish beneath 
the furious tomahawks, deep buried in ttie shattered 
brain. But who can tell the joy of Washington^ 
when he saw this handful of his despised country- 
men thus gallantly defending their British friends^ 
and by dint of mortal steel driving back their blood** 
thirsty assailants. Happy check ! for by this time, 
covered with wounds Braddock had fallen — ^his aids 
and officers, to a man, killed or wounded — and his 
troops, in hopeless^ kelpkas despair, flying backwards 
and forwards from the fire of the Indians, like flocks 
of crowding sheep from the presence of their butch- 
ers. Washington alone remained unhurt ! Horse af- 
ter horse had been killed under him. Showers of 
bullets had touched his locks or pierced his regiment- 
als. But still protected by Heaven— still supported 
by a strength not his own, he had continued to ^from 
quarter to quarter^where his presence was mostneed- 
ed, . sometimes animating his rangers; sometimes 
striving, but in vain, to rally the regulars. 'Twashis 
lot to be close to the brave but imprudent Braddock 
when he fell : and he assisted to place him in a tum- 
bril, or little cart. As he was laid down, pale and near 
spent, with loss of blood, he faintly said to Washing- 
ton- •• Digitized by Google 

Weil. Colonel nthat'^s to be done nou?^^ 
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*♦ Hetreoty Sitj* replied Washinglofi : ** retreat by 
€Ulmeami for the Regulars woirt fight: and t^ 
Hangers are nearly all killed I 

** Poor felloxm /" he replied, " poor Jelloxvfi /— 
Wellj do as you willy Colonel^ do as ycuwdl.^ 

The army then commenced its retreat, in a ytty 
rapid and disorderly manner, while Wasihiagton with 
his few surviving rangi&rs, covered the rear. 

Happily, the Indians did not pursue them far : but 
after firing a few random shots, returned in a body, 
to fall upon the plunder ; while Washington, with 
his frightened fugitives coi^tinued their retreat, sadly 
remembering that more than one half of their tnorn* 
ing^s gay companions were left a prey to the taveding 
beasts of the desert. There, denied the common 
charities of the grave, they lay for many a year 
bleaching the toDely hiUs with their bones. 

On reaching Fort Cumberland, where they met* 
Colonel Dunbar with the rear of the army. General 
Braddock died. He died in the arms of Washing- 
ton, whose pardon he often begged for having treaty 
ed him so rudely ihatfatalmorningf^lteartily wished^ 
he said, he had but followed his af&ic^— frequenUv 
called his rangers " bras^e felloHfs I ghrimsfellowsj 
Often said, he should be glad to live if it was only to 
reward their gallantry ! I have more^than once beea 
told, but cannot vouch for the truth of it, .that his 
sister, on hearing how obstinately Washington and^ 
his Blues had fought for her brothert was so affected 
that she shed tears : and sent them from England 
handsome cockades, according to their number, and 
a pair of colours elegantly wrought by her own fair 
hands. 

With respect to Washington, I cannot but men- 
tion here two very extraordinary speeches that were 
made about him^ after Braddock*s defeat, and which» 
as things have turned out, look a good deal like pro* 
phecies. A famous Indian warrior, who acted a leadr 
ing part in that bloody tragedy, was often heard lo 
^ %\i^9irfihsx^^ Washington w€ts never born to be killed by 
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a hiUei ! For^ coodoued he •* / had neoenUehfair 
Jires at him with my rijle^ and qfier all could not Mng 
him to the ground r^ And indeed whoever coDBiden 
that a good rifle kvctted b^ a proper marksman, hard^ 
ly ever misses its um, will readily enough conclude 
witfi this unlettered savage, that there was some in^ 
visible hand that turned aside the buQets. 

The Rev*d Mr* Davies, in a sermon occasioned 
by Brnddodc's defeat, has these remarkable words— 
^ lbtgleao€topoin$ the attention oj the public to thai 
heroic youth Colonel WaohingUm^ whom J cannot but 
hope PtoMenee hao preoerved/or some great service 
to thio country 1 1^ 

But though the American writers have pretty 
unanimously agreed^ that Washington was, under - 
God, the saving Angel that stood up between Brad* 
* dock*s army and total destruction, yet did it profit 
him but little witfi his sovereign. The British oiE^ 
cers indeed admired him : but they had no ideii of 
going any fardier : ** To tell in Gath^ or publish in 
the streets ofJskdoh^ diat a British army owtd its 
safety to a young Buckskin, required a pitch of vir- 
tue and of courage above ordinary minds. Wash* 
ipgton was thereftNre kept in the back ground ; and 
Genera IBraddock being dead, the command devolved 
iqx>n Ccrionel Dunbar, whose cooduc tproved him to 
be one of those pusiUanimous hireliogs^ who §e 
wAent he wolf oometh* To attempt, bv some gaUao- 
eflkrt to recover what Ikaddodc had oft^-*or t) 
hang upon the enemy, and (prevent, atl east, those 
numerous scahmg parties^ which distracted frith 
midnig^ muraers and deluged the defenceless fron* 
tiers with blood, were brave and generous ideas^ of 
whichheseeined incapable* But, tremUing under 
the general panic, he instantly ordered the tents to be 
struck ; and pushing off under the whip and spur of 
his fears, never halted until he had reached Philadf^l" 
phta,' where he went, as he called it, into vnnter 
qmrtersy (in the beginning of the dok-days /) leaving 
all the frontiers <^ Maiyland and Virginia exposed 
to ttie merciless tomahawk* Dgtedbyk^oogie 
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StrcH facts ought to be recorded for the benefit of 

ung men, who, with no military qualifications but 
ig Ihnbs, can yet covet red coatB and shoulder-knots* 

BfiiNO thus shamefully deserted by Colonel Dun- 
l>ar, WashingtoQ With his thirty rangers, set out with 
-sorrowful hearts to return home. But before he left 
Fort Cumberland, he dispatched, an express, to in- 
form Governor Dinwiddie, that ^ General Braddoeh 
rvQM slain — his army totally defeated — the remnant on 
their mar^h to Pfuhdelphia-^^indthe whole frontier 
gwen up to thr Indians!'^* The bonstemation that 
was spread throughout the country by this news, was 
inexpressible. Heart-sickemng terrors, as of a wo» 
man in labour, seized . upon all familie s a nd a 
frightened fancy found food for its fears in every 
, r^thing around it^^^^he blast whistling round the cor- 
^*^^^^ts of their cabin, alarmed^ like the yell of murder* 
<^us savages«-^he innocent deatb-bell-^the croaking 
^^ iiaven-^M^he midnight howl of dog s were all sure 
H*rbtiiger» of fate. WhUe, for dread of the Indians, 
^' the roads were filled with thousands of distracted pa- 
rents, widi their weeping little ones, flying froan their 
^ homes* 

The GovERNOa instantly ordered a call of the Le- 

.gislature, wl^o* by the time Washington rcachad 

. WiUiamsburgh, were assembled, and, together wUh 

numbers of citiaens, went out and met him t^ar 

Ae town. 

The interview was tender. For the citi^^ns w^re 
almost moved to tears, when they saw th^t of so many 
of their brave country ined who went forth to battle, 
xmly this little handful remained ! They were exceed* 
iogly rejoiced to see, alive and well, tlM?ir beloved 
Washington. He had always been dear to them>fa^t 
now doubly dear^ in such times of danger. . Th^y 
mourned the misfortunes of their country; biitlaitl 
no blame to hint. On the oojotraryi it wa» wivetsal-^ 
ly believed, that, but for him the rtikn would have 
ieen complete. *' BraddocA^^^ said they, *• Jo9i the vie^ 
Jorif: ifjt H^aehin^ton9<m!dthe'army.*^K^ooi^^ 
E 
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CHAPTER VII. 

FotairffetU^fBraddock^s defeat^^Washingtonwi^k' 
€9 to earrtfthe war into the Lidian couniry^^ff^v* 
emment refus€S''-'^faiBwe imr preferred^^he 
frontiers desolated* 

GREAT was the joy at Fort Duquesne on the 
return of their troops from the slaughter of Brad- 
ddfck's army. The idea of victory^ as appeared after^ 
wards, had nerer once entered their heads*— They 
had gone out just to reconnoitre^ and harass the Bri^ 
tish in their approach ! How unbounded then must 
have been the joy of the garrison^ on seeing their 
friends come back next morning, not sad and spirit- 
less, at had be^a expected, but whooping and shout- 
ing for a glorious victory ; and enriched with the 
artillery^ ammunition^ provisions, and baggage-wag- 
gons of a British army Cut to pieces !i 

The French commandant took care to make a 
proper use of his advantage ; for as sbon as the da3rs 
of savage feasting and drunkenness were over, he 
tent' out depoiations of his chiefs yivin grand-talks to 
aevaraliof the neighbouring tribes, who had not yet 
ifted the hatchet. 

The tribes being assembled, and the calumet or 
{rfpe of friendship smoked around, the chiefs arose ; 
and in all the pomp of Indian eloquence announced 
their ^eat victory over Long Knife (the Virginians) 
and his white brothers, (the Britbh;— then with a 
proud display of the numerous scalps and rich dresses 
which they had taken, they concluded with inviting 
tiie young men to unbury die tomahawk, and rush 
with tfiem to drink the blood of dieir enemies* 

This was enoug^v— ** Grinning horribly a ghastly 
Mfnik^* 2X aucb prospects of blood and plunder, the 
ffrim children oi the desert, rose up at once to war. 
JXo time was 16st in preparation* A pouchof parch- 
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ed corn, and a bear-skin, with a rifle^ tomahawk^ 
and scalping knife, were their equipage. And in a 
few weeks after Braddock's defeat, an army of at 
least fourteen hundred of tho^e blood-thirsty savages 
were in full march over hills and mountains, to sur» 
prise and murder the frontier inhabitants* 

Washington had early foreseen the storm that 
would one day burst from Fort Duquesne. On his 
first trip through that country, two years before, 
he had marked the very spot, and pmnted k out as 
*« the key of the weetern tx^rld^^ out Britain and 
America, (like the wild ass and her colts, though 
mule-stubborn in acting, yet snail-slow to act,) let 
the golden chance escape ; till one Du Quesne, a 
French officer, with some troops, passing along that 
Mrar in 1754, and struck, as Washin.gtoa had been, 
with the situation, immediately built thereon a fort, 
which he called after his own name. It answered 
the fatal purposes which Washington had predicted. 
By means of the, bold water courses on which it. 
stood, it greatly favoured the conveyance both of 
goods and oitntelitgence. There the French laid up 

' magazines for their Indian allies, and there they 
hoisted the dread signals of war. 

Not having been able Jto prevail on his countrj'- 
men to occupy it before the enemy, Washington's 
whole ambition now was to take it from them^ 
*< Send two thousand wi^,"— said he, ' in numerous 
importunate letters to the Governor and Legislating, 
" send two thousand men^ and drain the fountain at 
once — the streams will fail ofeourse^^ 

But, spite of this advice, the mad policy of a de* 

fenshve war prevailed in the Virgima Government 2 
and instead of raising 2000 men, they Hooted to raise 
about half that number ! and then, like hypocrites 
who make up in lip-service what theyrlack in good 
works^ they dubbed him Commander in chief of qU 
the troops raised or to be raised in Virginia^ with the 
privilege of naming his oxvn field officers ! 

These vain honours served but to exalt him. to a 
higher sphere of misery — the miser}' of taking a 



4S LIFE OF, WASHINGTON, 

md^r survey of those miafortqnes of bis country 
which he cauld not remedy y— and to feel a deeper 
responsibility forthose blunders of others, which he 
icould not cure. He saw Fort Duquesne mustering 
her murderers, which he had no powers to prevent I 
He had a frontier of 360 miles -to defend, and gene- 
rally less than 700 men to defend it with ! If he kept 
his troops. embodied, the wliole country would be- left 
open to the savages. If he broke them down into 
small parties, they might be destroyed one after ano- 
ther, by a -superior force. If he threw them into 
forts, they were sure to be starved; or derided by 
the enemy who could easily pass them in the night 
and surprize, destroy, and murder the inhabitants 
with impunity. And though thus completely crippled 
by the stupidity or parsimony of the government, 
and incapacitttted from doing any services for his 
country, yet great services were expected of him, 
and grtat blame bestowed for every failure. If no 
victories were gained over the enemy, he would be 
hlanned for inactivity* If the settlers were murdered^ 
he would be accused of neglect—- and if he pointed 
out the errors of government, he would be charged 
as ♦' offitiotis^^ and *^ impertinent ;'* and this while 
young officers of the worthless sort, mere cork-draw- 
ers and songsters at great men's tables, were basely 
cutting in with a weak old governor's prejudices, to 
work himo^t, and to worm themselves into favour 
and rank. 

But all these vexations and sorrows were but tri- 
fles in comparison ot oth^^rs which he was doomed to 
feel. Seeing no hopes of a force sufficient to attack 
Fort-Duquesnev, he formed a chain of garrisons 
along the frontier ; and then, with a flying corps of 
the most active and daring young men, continued 
night and day, to scour the country in quest of the 
enemy's murdering parties. In this bold and danger 
rous employment, which lasted almost three years, 
he was olten presented with sights of human destruc- 
tion, sufficient to excite sympathy in hearts oi flintiest 
stone. 
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On cautiously entering the hapless plantation with 
his men, they halt and listen a\^hile-«4)ut hear no 
voice of man-*—seeno house, nor sign of habitation— « 
all is void and silent. Marking the buzzardsperched 
on the trees in the corn-fields, they aipproach, and 
find^ lying by his plough, th^ half-devoAired carcass 
of a man. The hole in his breast shows that he.had 
been shot, while the deep gashes in %h^ forehead of 
his dead horses^ point out the bursting strokes of the 
tomahawk. Amidst the ashes of the late dwellings 
are seen, white las chalk, the bones of the mother 
and her children. But sometimes their raw and 
bloody 8keleton:s, fed on by the hogSy are found in the 
yards or gardens where they were surprised.. 

** One day" — said he to an intimate ; though it was 
but seldom that he mentioned those things; they gave 
him so much pain— ►" One day, as we drew neai^ 
<* through the woods, to a dwelling, sufldqniy we 
*' heard the discharge of a gun. Whereupon quick- 
** ening our pace, and creeping up through the thiok 
*< bushes to af fence, we saw what we had dreaded— *• 
^ a party of Indians, loaded with plunder, coming out 
** of a house, which, by the smoke, ^tppeared^s if it 
*' were just set on fire. In a moment we gave the 
*4 savages a shower of^e balls, wb.ch killed every 
'* man of them but one. He attempted to run off. 
'* It was in vain. Some of our swift-footed hunters 
(( gave chase, and soon overtooLand immolated him 
** with their tomahawks. On rmhing into the house, 
** and putting out the fire, we saw a mournful sight 
*' indeed-— a young, woman lying on a bed floating 
'* in blood-n-her forehead cleft with a hatchet-«?-and 
** on her breast two little.'children, apparently twins, 
*^ and aboutnine months old^ bathing her bosom with 
*' the crinison currents flowing frOm -their deeply 
<' gashed heads ! I ^ad often beheld the mangled re- 
*' mains of my murder^ countrymen ; but never be- 
** fore felt what I did €» this occasion. To sec 
•* these poor innocents-^^these little unoffending ai>- . 
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** gels, just entered upon life, and, instead of fondest 
•* sympathy and tenderness, meeting tfieir hideous 
** deaths ; and from hands of brothers too ! filled my 
** soul ^ith the deepest horror of sin ! but at the 
*i same time inspired a most adoring sense of that 
** religion which announces the Redeemer, who 
^ shall, one day, do away man's malignant passions, 
•' and restore the chirldren of God to primaeval love 
*' and bliss. Without this hope, what man of feel- 
U ing but would wish he had Jiever been bom ! 

•* On tracing back into the com-^field the steps of 
•' the barbarians, we found a little boy, and beyond 
^ him his father, both weltering in blood. It appear- 
•^ ed, from the print of his little feet in the furrows, 
^^ that the child had been following his father's 
^^ plough ; and, seeing him shot down, had set off 
'< with all his might, to get to the house to his mo- ~ 
•* ther ; but was overtaken, and destroyed ! 

^ And, indeed, so great was the dread entertained 
^ of the French and Indians, throughout the settle^ 
*^ ments, that it was distressing to call even on those 
*♦ families who vet survived, but, from sickness or 
*^ other causes, had not been able to get away. The 
" poor creatures would run to meet us, like persons 
*^ half distracted with jo y a nd then with looks 
<* blank with terror, would tell that such or such a 
** neighbour's family, perhaps the very night before^ 
« was murdered !— -and that they heard their cries 1 
4« ..^and saw the~flames that devoured their houses I 
** -—and also, that they themselves, after saying their 
^ prayers at night, never lay down to sleep, without 
«• first taking leave of one another, as if they never 

expected to meet again m this world. But when 
** we came to take our leave of these wretched fami- 
** lies, my God! what were our feelings ! to see the 
«^ deep, silent grief of the men ; and the looks of the 
^ poor women and children, as, falling upon their 
* knees, with piercing screams, and ej'es Mfild with 
«i terror, they seized our hands, or bung to our 
^^ dothes, intreating us, for God's sake, and for 
^* mercy's sake, not to leave them to be miu*dered«. 
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^ These things so harassed my heart with grief, that 
*♦ I solemnly declare to God, if I know myself, | 
** would gladly oflFer my own life a sacrifice to the 
^ butchering enemy, if I could thereby insure the 
^^ safety of ^ese my poor distressed countrymen." 

Such were the scenes in which Washington was 
doomed to spend three years of a wretched life, ren- 
dered still more wretched by knowing so perfectly 
as he did, that the rapd charge of two thousand brave 
fellows upon Fort Duquesne, like the thundering 
shock of a two-and-forty pounder upon a water-spout, 
would have instantly dii^ersed the fatal meteor, and 
restored the golden hours of peace and safety. Bat 
to give Colonel Washington two thousand meB 
seemed to eld governor Dinwiddie, like giving fAtf 
9%aff(iut afht9 own hand as he ele^ntly called it : 
and rather than do that, he would risk the desola- 
tion of the western country, by continuing a deferuhe 
wary and a mad dependence on a disorderly militia^ 
who would come and go as they pkaaed^get drunk 
and sleep when they J^leased^^^nvhoop and halloo where 
they pkased-'-^^Ay m short, serve no other purpose 
on earth but to disgrace their officers, deceive the 
settlers, and defraud iht public. Indeed so ruinous 
were these measures of governors Dinwiddle and 
Loudon, that, in the short space of diree years, they 
completely broke up all the fine young settlemenu 
to the westward of Winchester, Fredericktown, and 
Carlisle, whereby. numbers of poor people were but- 
chered ! hundreds of rich plantations deserted ! my- 
riads of produce lost! and thousands of dollars 
sunk ! and all for the sake of saving the p;:^try ex- 
pense of raising in the first instance a force which 
would in ten weeks have taken Fort Duquesne, and 
ccmipletely broken up that den of thieves and mur* 
derers i 

At length, in 1758, the government of Virginia 
devolved on general Forbes, who, to the infinite satis- 
faction of Washington, consented to second his views 
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on Fort Duquesne. WaBbmgton earnesdy recora- 
mended an early campaign, lest the Indian warriors 
who were to meet them in April at Winchester, 
should grow tired of waiting, and return home. 
But the season was, unfortunately, so idled aiway, 
that marching orders were not ghren till the first of 
September, when, according to Washington's pre- 
diction, there was not a red man to be found in 
tamp. The army then commenced its movements, 
but still aa would seem, utider the frown of Heaven. 
For instead of sweeptng.along ihe old track, gene* 
irtJly called BradthcVs roeki* ^n. Forbes was per 
^uaded to take an entirely new route, of which every 
inch was tb be cut througn wilds and mountains cover- 
ed with roeks and trees ! I^ vain Washington remon* 
strated against this as a mea8Ure,'<l5aAicA''^he saidj^i/' 
persrstea in at thi9 'late season^ would certainly ruin 
the 2/nrfifr/Gim^.**— General Forbes was inflexible* 

In a letter to the Speaiei^'Gf'tYit House of Bur- 
gesses, Washington has these, remarkable words—- 
•^ ^ this conduct ofour-kadera^ehnotfiowfrom .m- 
perior orders^ it must fow from a weakne^s^ too gros$ 
for me to name* Nothing n&w but a miracle cafi 
bring this campaign to a happy ?>^we." In a letter 
of a later date he says^ *' welly alFs lost ! our enter- 
prise is ruined ! And we shall be stopped this winter 
at the Laurel HiUs /'* 

By the middle of November, after incredible ex- 
ertions, the army, sure enOiigh, reached the Laurel 
Hills, where Washington predicted it vrovXA winter ! 
and, strange to tell ! General Forbes, with a caucus 
squid of his officers were actually in deep debate, 
whether they should spend the winter in that inhos- 
pitable wild, or tread back their mournful steps, to 
Winchester, when some prisoners brought the wel- 
come news that the garrison of Fort Duquesne, for 
a long time past unsupported by their countrymen^ 
and now deserted by the Indians^ was so reduced^ that 
they would surrender at the sight of an enemy. Gene- 
ral Forbes instantly changed his mind, and with a 
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select detachment made a push forFort Doquesne, 
the ruins af which he entered, without opposition, on , 
the 28th of November, 1 758. For, advertised of his 
approach,the French determined to quit it; and after 
having set fire to the buildings, embarked ,in their 
boats, and went down the river. 

Ha VINO thus, after three years of labour and sor- 
row, attained his favourite wish— -^he reduction of 
Fort Duquesne and a total dispersion of the savages, 
Washington returned with joy to Williamsburgh, to 
take his seat in the legislature, to which he had been 
regularly chosen in his absence. 

It is worthy of remark, becaivse it happens but 
to few, that though he often failed of success, he 
never once lost the confidence of his country. Ear^ 
ly aware of the importance of character^ to those 
tvho wish to be useful^ he omitted no honest act, 
thought no /^^2*, no sacrifice of ease too great, to 
procure and preserve if. In the whole of that stu- 
pidly-managed war, as also another subsequent war^ 
which was not much better conducted, he always 
took care to keep the public well informed as to the 
part which he had acted, or wished to act, in the 
affair. Not content, to know himself that he had 
acted wisely or bravely, he took careahat the public 
sliould abo know it ; in order that if at any time an 
uproar should be made, the error might be charged 
to the real offender. If the legislature, or governor 
Dinwiddie, or general Braddock, or. any other supe- 
rior, with whom he had public concern, apd charac- 
ter at stake, made propositions which he disliked, he 
would nSodestly point out their errors^ predict their 
mischiefs^ and thus wash his hands of all blame :— • 
which documents, through the channel of numerous 
letters to his friends, were always laid before the 
people. Hence, for.the ruinous consequences of the 
weakness and obstinacy of Dinwiddie and Braddock» 
not a breath of censure was ever blown on him 
On the contrary, in the public mind» he. always rose 
as high, or higher, than the others jupj^^glt was 



S4 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 

universally believed, that had Af goveitied, in place 
of Dinwiddle, the fatal Indian war wotild not have 
lasted a campaign ; and that on the hills of M onon- 
gahela, had Washington commanded in place 
Braddock, the French and Indians would have been 
handled very differently. Such were the sentiments 
with which the public were prepared to receivc^him, 
on his return intatheir welcoming bosom. Wherever 
he went, homage always watted upon him, though 
always uncourtcd. The grey-headed rose up to do 
him honour, when he came into their company ; and 
the young men^ with sighs, often wished for a fam^ 
like his. Happy was the fairest lady of the knd, 
who, at the crowded ball, could get colonel Wash- 
ington for her partner. Arid even at the hoiisc 
where prayer is wont to be made^ the eyes of beau- 
ty would sometimes wander from the cold treading- 
preacher, to catch a livelier devoticm from his 
•*■ miti4'iUuminedface^^-^^2L face at once so dignified 
with virtue, and so sweetened with grace^ that none 
could look on it without emotions very friendly to 
the heart ; and sighs of sentiment, too delicate for 
description, were often seen to heave the snowy bo- 
soms of the noblest dames. 

At the head of all these stood the accomplished 
Mrs. Martha Custis, the beautiful and wealthy wi- 
dow of Mr. John Custis. Her wealth was equal, 
at least, to one hundred thousand dollars! But hei 
beauty was a sum far larger ^till. It was not the 
shallow boast of a fine skin, which time so quickly 
tarnishes, nor of those short-lived roses, which 
sometimes wither almost as soon as blown. But it 
sprang; from the heart— from the divine and be* 
ncvolent affections^ which spontaneously gave to her 
eyes^ her loaks^ her voice and her manners, such an- 
gelic charms, that I could never hoi on her, with- 
out exclaiming with the poet, O ! 

She was nearest heaven of all on earth I knew ; 
And all but adoration was her due^oogie 
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For two such kindred souls to love, it was only 
necessary that they should meet. Their friendship 
commenced with the first hourpf their acquaintance, 
and was soon matured to marriage, which took 
place about the 27th year of Washibg^fcon'^' It&u 
His lady was, I believe^, six months^ younger. 

But that it ia contrary to the rides pf biography, 
to begin with the husband and end with the wife, I 
could relateof that most EXCELtEUT Vhxni those 
things which the pubUc would greatly delight to 
hear* However, gratitude to that bright saim, now 
ifi heaven, who was my noblest b^efjactress, while 
I preadted in her parish, compels me to say, that 
her ViRTU^Es andXHARiTiBs were of that extensive 
and subUme sort, as fully to entitle her hiciacet lo 
the fUtewing noble epitaph, a little altered, jrom ssd^ 
o( the British poets* 

Uk0£iineath this marble hesttvcf 
Lies the subject of all versfe* 
Custis' widow-^great George's w*fe<!?< 
Death ! ere thou robb'st another life. 
Virtuous, fair» and good as sii£# 
Christ shall launch, a dsHt at thee* 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

W(utUngtOfC$ mother hai a very curieua dream-^ 
points to great coning troubi^^a cloud arising in 
• Enghnd^he causes of the revolutionary wot. 

WHEN a man begins to make a noise in the 
world, his relatives, (the Father, sometimvSy hut, al» 
ways that tenderer parent, the Mother) are sure to 
recollect certain mighty odd dreams^ vmxch they had 
of him when he was a child. What rare dreams, for 
example, had the mothers of ^^ Macedonia's mad- 
man, and the Swede," while pregnant witdi those 
butehers of the human race ! Mrs. Wiishington also 
had her dream, which fm excellent old Lady of 
Fredericksburg assured me she had often heard her 
relate with great satisfaaion 4 and, for the last time, 
but a few weeks before her death. 

** I DRKAMT,'* said the Mother of Washington, 
<^'that I was sitting in the piazza of a large new house, 
into which we had but lately moved* George, at that 
time about'five years old, was in the garden with his 
corn-stalk plough, busily running little furrows in 
the sand, in imitation of Nepo Dick, a fine black 
boy, with whose ploughing George was so delighted 
that it was sometimes difficult to get him to his 
dinner* And so as I was sitting in the piazza at my 
work, I suddenly beard in my dream a kind of jroar* 
ing noise on the eastern side of the house. On run- 
ning out to see what was the matter, I beheld a 
dreadful sheet of fire bursting from the roof. The 
sight struck me with a horror which took away my 
strength, and threw me, almost senseless, to the 
ground. My husband and the servants, as I saw in 
my dream, soon came up ; but, like myself, were so 
terrified at the sight, that they could make no attempt - 
to extinguish the flames* In this most distressing 
state, the image of my little son came, I thought, to 

Digitized byVjOOQ: * ' 



LIFE OF WASHINGTON. ^3^ 

iKiy mind more dear and tender than ever : and turn- 
ing towards the garden where he was engaged with 
his little corn-stalk-plough, I screamed out twice with 
all my might, George/ George i^^hx a moment, as I 
thought, he direw down his mimic plough, and ran 
tome saying, " High! Mai what makes you call so 
o^gry I ^arCt la goodboy — doritlahoays run to you 
9t>qn as I hear you call?^^ I could make no reply, but 
just threw up my arms towards the flame. He look* 
ed up and saw the house all on fire : but instead of 
bursting out a crying, as might have been expected 
from a child, he instantly ^f^i^^^eri^^ up, and seemed 
ready to fly to extinguish it* But first looking at me 
with great tenderness, he said, " OA, Ma ! don^t be 
afraid: God Almighty will help us^ and we shall soon 
put it out** — Hie looks and words revived our spi- 
rits in so wonderful a manner, that we all instandy 
set about to assist him. A ladder was presendy 
brought, on which, as I saw in my dream, he ran up 
with the nimbleness of a squirrel ; and the servants 
supplied him with water, ivhich he threw ou the fire 
from an American gourd. But that gro w ing weaker, 
the flame appeared to gain ground, breaking forth 
and roaring most dreadfully, which so frightened the 
servants, that many of them, like persons in despair, 
began to leave him. But he, still undaunted, conti- 
nued to ply it with ws|ter, animating the servants at 
the same time, both by his word^* and actions. For a 
long time the contest appeared very doubtful : but at 
length a venerable old man, with a tall cap and an 
iron rod in his hand, like a Hghtnii^g rod, reached 
out to him a curious little trough, like a wooden shoe I 
On receiving this, he redoubled his exertions, and 
soon extinguished the fire. Our joy on the occasion 
was unbounded. 3ut he, on the contrary, showing 
no more of tramiport now than of terror before, 
looked rather sad at sight of the great harm that had 
been done. Then I saw in my dream that after some 
time spent as in deep thought, he called out with 
much joy, " IVellrMi ' nor* if youand^^J^mily 
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Will but conefnty we eon make a fat better roof than 
this ever, waa ; a roof of stich a quality y that if well 
kept together y it will last for ever ; but if you take it 
apart, you will make the house ten thousand times 
worse than it was before.'' 

This, though certainly at. very curious dream, 
needs no Daniel to interpret it ^ especially if we 
take Mrs. Washington's new hauscy for the young 
<iolony Government— the fire on its east side, for 
North's civil war-*-«<hc gourd which Washington 
first employed, for th^--American 3 and 6 months 
inlistments — -the old man with his cap and iron rod, 
for Doctor Franklin — ^the *Ao^-/f^f vessel which he 
reached to Washington, for the Sabot or wooden- 
shoed nation, the French, whom Franklin courted 
a long time for America— and the new roof pro* 
posed by Washington, for a staunch honest Repub- 
lic — that ^\equal government,** which, by guarding 
alike the welfare of all, ought by all to be so heartily 
beloved as to ^nrfMr^ /2?r «;er. 

Had it been appointed unto any man to quaff un- 
mingled happiness in this life, George Washington 
had been that man. For where is that pleasurable 
ingredient with which his cup was not full and over- 
flowing? 

Crowned with honours— laden with riches-r4>lest 
with health-i— and in ihi joyous prime of 27, sharing 
each rural sweet in the society of a charming wo- 
man who doated on him, he surely bid fair to 
spend his days and nights of life in ceaseless plea- 
sure — But ah !-»as singis the sweet bard of Zion, 

Our days, alas ! our mortal days, . 

Are short and wretched too ! 
** Evil and few /" the Patriarch says, 

And well the Patriarch knew ! 
^Tis but at best, a narrow bound, 

That Heaven allots to men ; 
And pains and sins run through the rounds 

Of three-score years and ten I S^^ 
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From this, the universrilot, not Washtngton him* . 
'%elf could obtain exemption. For in the midst of his 
favourite labours, of the plough and pruning-hook, 
covering his extensive farms with all the varied de* 
lights of delicious fruits and golden grain, of lowing 
heads and snowy flocks, he was "suddenly called on 
by his country^ fo turn his plough-share into a sword^ 
and go forth to meet a torrent of evils which threat- 
ened her. The fountain of those evils, whtmce at 
length flowed the great civil war, which for ever se- 
parated Britain and her children, I proceed now 
briefly to state, n 

After the reduction of Canada, the British oiE- ^^ 
cers who commanded on that expedition, came to cR | 
Boston and New- York, on a visit to their American vD^jf 
brethren in arms, who had served with them in that ^ 
war. Soon as their arrival was announced, the Ame- % 
' ricans flew to meet and welcome them. They were~^ ^^ 

{laraded through the streets as the saviours of the J^ 
and—- -the doors of all were thrown open to receive 
them — and eveiy day, during their stay, was spent 
in feasting and public dinners, which, for sake of 
their beloved guests, were made as splendid as pos- 
sible, though always through the aid of obliging 
neighbours. The rooms glittered with borrowea 
/fof^— wines of every vintage sparkled on thecrowd- 
ed side-boards-^^while the long-extendedtables were 
covered with finest fish and flesh, succeeded by the 
richest desserts. The British officers were equaUy 
charmed and astonished at such elegant hospitality i 
and, on their return to England, gave full scope to 
their feejings. They painted the colonial wealth in 
the colourings of romance ^ and spoke of the Ameri- 
cans as a people, who, in comparison of the British, 
lived like kings. 

Thus, American hospitality, by a strange perver- 
sion, had nearly destroyed American Liberty ! For, 
from that time, the British ministry began to 
look upon the Americans with an evil eye, and to de- 
vise ways and means totnake us '"''k^^t^^Mf their 
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burdens !^ But what did they mfcan by this ? Did they 
mean to acknowledge us as sons of Britons ; equally 
free and independent with our brethren in England? 
and, like them, allowed a representation in Parlia- 
ment, who should freely vote our money for the 
common cause ? 

Oano! an idea so truly British and honourable^ 
was not at all in their thoughts* We were not to be 
treated as brothers^ but as slaves ! over whom an un- 
conditional right was claimed, to tax and take our 
property at pleasure ! ! ! 

Reader, if you be a Briton, be a Briton still — 
preserve the characteristic calm and candour of a 
Briton. I am not about to say one word against 
your nation* No ! I know them too well : and thank 
God, I can say, after several years residence among 
them^ I believe them to be as Honesty Charitable^ 
and Magnanimous a people as any under the canopy 
of Heaven. I am about to speak of the ministry 
only, who cejtainly, at that time, were a most am- 
bitious and intriguing junto, who by badmeans had 
attained power ; and by xvorse Yitrt endeavouring to 
extend it, even to the destruction of both American 
and British Liberty^ as the excellent Mr. Pitt 
charged them. — No Englishman can desire fuller 
evidence than this one tyrannical claim made against 
us by Lord North — *'^ taxation without representa- 
tion I /" As a plea for such despotic doings. North 
and his creatures began with boldly trumpeting the 
wonderful kindness they had conferred on Amcriou 
" They^ it seems, ^^ first discovered the country ! — 
they settled it — they always had defended it. It was 
their blood — their treasure- — their ships and sailors^ 
and soldiers^ that created the British colonies 1 1 

O DEAR !^— and what then ?-— why, to be sure, af- 
ter having done such mighty things for the Ameri- 
cans, they had as clear a right to their gold and silver, 
as a butcher has to the hair and hides of his cattle ! 

This language was actually carried into Parlia* 
ment! where a Mr Charles Townsend, to enforce 
the stamp act, cried out, ^^ Who are these Americans f 
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Are they not^our chUdreUypUmtedhf our care^ nour* 
hhed by our inAdgence^ and protected by our arms ?** 

At this th« bnive Colonel Bam, with cheeks in- 
flamed with virtuous indignatton, thus thundered 
forth against the insolent speechifier* ^ Theyplant' 
edby your care I No^ sir: your oppressions planted 
them in America. They fled from your tyranny to 
a then uncultvoated and inhospitable country^ where 
they exposed themselves to aU the evils which a wil* 
derness^ filled with blood-thirsty savages^ could 
threaten* And yet^actuated by true English love of 
liberty y they thought all these evils Hght in comparison 
with what they had suffered in their oxwi country^ 
. and from you^ who ought to have been their friends* 

** They nourished by your indulgence! No^ sir ! 
they grew by your neglect. As soon as you be an to 
indulge them^ that boasted indulgence was to send 
them hungry packs of your own creatures^ to spy out 
their liberties !-^o misrepresent their actions — -ana 
to prey upon their substance! — Tes^ sir^ you sent Ihein 
meny whose behaviour has often caused the blood of 
those sons of Liberty to recoil within them — menpro-" 
mated by you to the highest seats of justice^ in that 
country^ whoy to my knowledge^ had good cause to 
dread a court of justice in their own! — Theyprot^ct^ 
ed Oij your arms ! — No^ sir ! They have nobly taken 
up arms in your defence; hdoe exerted a most heroic 
valour y amidst their daily labour s^ for the defence oj 
a country whosefrontier was drenched in bloody while 
its interior parts gave up all their savings for our 
emolument! 

All this was very true* For the Americanis had 
not only planted, but in a great measure pyotected 
themselves. In the French and Indiaq war, from '55 
to '63, they lost nearly 30,000 of their stoatcst young 
men! And bv regular returns it appears that Mas- 
sachuseCts alone expended about 50,000/. sterling 
in that time ! ! ! And moreover, thty had never he- 
sitated for amomentvto furnish to the last man and 
the last shilling wnatever Britain had required. 
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But, alas ! what signifies right against might I 
When a kirig wants money for his owti^ pride, or for 
his hungry relations, and when his ministers want 
stakes for their gaming tables, or diamond necklaces 
for their mistresses, they T(;f//have it, though plun- 
dered colonies should lack bread imd spelling books 
for their children. For in the year '63, when the 
lamp of God was burning with peculiar brightness in 
our land, and both Britain and her colonies enjoyed a 
measure of blessings seldom indulged to the most 
favoured nations — ^when, at the very mention of 
Old England, our hearts leaped for joy, as at the 
name of a great and venerable mother, and that mo- 
ther felt equal transport at thoughts of us, her 
flourishing colonies — ^when all the produce of these 
vast and fertile regions was poured into her beloved 
lap, and she, in return^ not allowing us the trouble to 
make even a hob-naily heaped our families with all 
the necessaries and elegancies of her ingenious art- 
ists — ^when,though far separated by an ocean's roar, 
we were yet so united by love and mutual helpful- 
ness, that the souls of Columbus, Raleigh, and Smith, 
looking down from Heaven, with joy beheld the 
consummation of all their labours and wishes! At 
that happy period, lord North brought in a bill to 
tax the colonies, without allowing us a voice in their 
councils ! ! The colonies were thunderstruck : and 
Britain herself groaning through all her islands, 
gave signs of woe y that all was lost /" 
Doctor Franklin, who was then in England as a 
colony agent,on hearing that this mpst iniquitous bill 
had actually passed both houses, and was ratified by 

he king, wrote to afriend in America in these wor<k 
— *^ The sun of our liberty it set. You must all now 

ightupthe double candles of Industry and Econo- 
my. But, above all things, encourage the young peo^ 
pie to marry and raise up children as fast as theycan^ 
Meaning, that America, j^t too weak to resist 

he chains which a wicked ministry were forging for 
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her, should instzntly Ay to heaven-ordered marriage^ 
for her heroic youth, to rend the ignominious bonds 
froni their own and their father's arms* 

But the sons of Columbia, though few in number, 
had too long enjoyed the sweets of Liberty and Pro* 
pertv, to part with them so tamely, because a king 
and nis minions had ordered it. No ! blessed be God, 
their conduct was such as to strike the world with 
this glorious truth, that a brave people j who knoxp 
their rights j are not to be enslaved. 

For,' soon as it was told in America, that the 
stamp-act had passed, the people rose up against it as 
one man^ — the old grudges between churchmen and 
dissenters were instantly forgotten*— every man look- 
ed to his fellow as to a brother for aid against the 
coming slavery— their looks on each other were as 
lightnings in a parched forest — the «acred fire kin- 
dled, and ran from end to end of the continent. In 
every colony the people rushed into patriotic socie- 
lies...remittded each other of their rights...denounced 
the stamp-act as a most audacious infringement- 
burnt in effigy the promoters of it— destroyed the 
houses of those degenerated Americans who had re- 
ceived the stamps to sell — ^and menaced loudly a 
non-intercourse with Britain, if the act was not m- 
niediately repealed! 

This spirited behaviour filled all England with 
amazement* Every man there, no matter what his 
principles or politics, felt it to the very quick. The 
manufacturers and merchants trembled ; the tories 
raved ; the whigs rejoiced, and, with the great Pitt 
and Burke attheir head, publicly applauded the Ame*- 
ricans, and denounced the stamp-act as entirely con- 
trary to the spirit of -British freedom. In short, the 
cry against it was so loud, both in England and Ame- 
rica, that the ministry, covered with shame, were 
obliged to give way, and abandon the project. 

The cloudy which had hung so dark over the two 
•ounUics, beingthus happily scattered,, many began 
to cherish the hope, that we should have a clear skr 



M LIFE OF WASHINGTON, 

again, and that the former golden days would iO(» 
return. But abs ! those golden days were gone, ur 
return no more ! Ck>vemmeiit had shown the doveo 
foot — and America had taken a fright which nothing 
But whole years of kindliest treatment could ever 
aooth* But, unfortunately, the ministry were in no 
humour to show that kindness. Long accustomed 
to speak of the Amerioms as a pack of ^ convicts^ 
whom by tranaportatioriy they had kindly saved from 
the gallowsy^ instead of giving theni credit for their 
late spirited behaviour, they considered it as the 
height of audacity : and though from necessity they 
had yielded to their demands, they were determined 
to have revenge on the first opportunity. That op- 
portunity was too soon afforded. 

It should have been stated, that with the duty on 
stamp paper, similar duties had been laid on glass, 
tea, &c. &c. all of which had been repealed with the 
stamp act, except diat on tea. This the ministry had 
artfully retained : partly to cover the shame of their 
defeat, bilt chiefly in hopes oifamtltartztng the Ame- 
ricans with taxation* For though Lord North was 
never, that I know of,"Charged with being a wizard, 
yet did he not lack sense to know that if he could 
but prevail on the young Mammoth to submit to a 
tax, though as small as a Gnat^ he sooa should bring 
him to swallow a Camel! But glory to God ! the 
Americans had too much of British blood, tc allow 
an unconstitutional tax iu any shape or size* Inde- 
pendent and coy as the birds of their forests, they 
would not suffer a stranger*s hand even to touch th« 
sacred nest of their Tights. As spoil therefore as 
the ministry began, in 1773, to order ^^the collection 
of taxes on tea^'* the colonies took fire again : and the 
old flame of '53 was completely rekindled lArough- 
out the continent. But still in the very sform and 
tempest of their rage, they never lost sight of the 
respect due their mother country. Their numerous 
letters and petitions to the Kino, to the Parlia* 
MENT, and to the people of Britain^ all, all, breatfte 
the full spirit of dutiful children, and of loving 
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brothers* In terms the most modest and pathe« 
-tic, they state the extreme injustice and barbarity of 
such measures — their total inconsistency with th» 
spirit of the British Constitution^^-^hw positive in- 
admissibility into America-^— or, in that event, the 
:, certainty of a civil war, with all its fatal effects on 
the two countries. 

Tempered with meekness,and pointed with truth, 
their arguments reach the hearts of the British patri- 
ots, who all fly in eager myriads to extinguish the 
kindling flames of civil war. Foremost of this no- 
ble band is seen the venerable form of Chatham. 
Though worn with years and infirmities, he quits his 
bed ; and, muffled up in flannels and furs, crawls to 
the house of lords, to give his last adyice, and yet 
avert, if possible, the impending ruin. He'Hses to 
speak. A solemn silence prevails, while the looks 
of the crowded audience are bending forward upon 
him, to catch the accents of his magic tongue. His 
eyes are upon the ground : but his dioughts are not 
there : they are travelling like sun-beams over all 
the earth. Britain and America, with all their popu- 
lation and interests, lie open before his vast mind^ 
with the varied evils of the threatened war. In 
Britain he beholds a fearful pause in the pulse of 
industry and joy — the loom is still— the anvil re- 
sounds no more — while the harbours, late alive with 
bustling business and cheerful songs, now C/^^./ied 
with silent dismantled ships, present a scene of na- 
tional mourning. In the colonies he sees the plains, 
lately crowned with joyful harvests, now covered 
with armed bands of Britons and Americans rush- 
ing to murderous batdc— while in Europe, the proud 
Spaniard, the sarcastic Gaul, and broad grinning 
Hollander, with shrugs and sneers enjoy the coming 
fray, as a welcome prelude to the downfall of their 
hated rival. He next paints the Americans as native 
sons of Britain — and, at once, enthusiastic lovers of 
liiferty^ and of t\itir mother country — ready, as her 
children, to give her every thing: bit,^,^(^gi?^«*'^^ 
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nBthin^. Though harshly treated, they alill love her, 
and wish for nothing so much as a hearty reconcHia" 
tion^ and a glad return of all the former friendships 
and blessings. At thought of this most desirable of 
all events, the parent soul of the great orator is stir- 
red within him^ his angel frame trembles with strong 
feeling, which heaves his labouring bosom, and 
swells his changefid face« At length his powerful 
words break forth. 

** For God's sake then, my lords, let the way be 
^^ instantly opened for reconciliation. I say instantly ; 
*' or it will be too late for ever. The Americans teH 
** you—- and remember,it is the language of the whole 
** continent — they tell you, they will neper submit to 
** be taxed without their owa consent. They insist 
^ on a repeal of your laws. They do not ask it as ]b 
** favour. They claim it as a righu They demand it. 
*V— And I tell you the acts must be repealed. They 
^^ will be repealed. You cannot enforce ihem. But 
^^ bare repeal will not satisfy this enlightened and spt- 
** rited people. What ! satisfy them by repealing a bit 
** of paper— -by repealing a piece of parchment ! No ! 
* you must declare you have no right to tax them. 

Then they may trust you — then they will confide in 
** you. There are, my lords, three millions of whigs, 
^^ in America. Three millions of whigs, with arms 
** in their hands, are a formidable body ! There are, 
^ I trust, double that number of whigs in England : 
** And I hope the whigs in both countries will join 
^^ and make a common cause. They are united by 
** the strongest ties of sentiment ana interest ; and 
•* will therefore, I hope, fly to support their brethren. 
^ In this most filarming and distracted state of our 
** affairs, though borne down by a cruel disease, I 
** have crawled to this house, my lords, to give you 
^ my best advice, which is, to beseech his majesty 
" that orders may instantly be dispatched to Genend 
** Gage to remove the troops from Boston. Their 
•« presence is a source of perpetual irritation and 
<^ suspicion to those people. How can they trust you, 



LIFE OP WASHINGTON. 67 

* with ihe bayonet at their breasts ? They have all 
** the reason in the world to believe that you mean 
'* their death or slavery. Let us then s^t to this bu 
** ainess in earnest. There is no time to b^ lost. 
** Every moment is big with danger. Nay, while I 
*^ am now speaking; the decisive blow may be struck, 
** and millioTis involved in the dreadful consequen- 
** ces ! The Very first drop of "blood that, is drawn, 
'" will make a wound perhaps never to be healed— 
" a wound of such rancorous msJignity, as will, in 
** all probability, mortify the whole bodyy^ndhasten, 
^^ both on England and America, that dissolution 
*' to which all nations are destined,'' 

Here was a speech, sufficient, one would have 
thought, to stop the career of the maddest politicians. 
—But neither this, nor the advice of lord Camden, 
nor the numerous and pathetic addresses from Lon- 
don„Liverpool, and Jamaica, could produce theleast 
change in the views of the ministry. ** Let the Ame* 
ricans^^ said lord Gower witfc a sneer, ** sit talk' 
ing^ about their natural rights / their divine rights ! 
and such stuff I we will send them over a few regi" 
vtents of grenadiers to help their consultations!^ 
Thus high-toned was the language of ministry, and 
thus stoutly beut on the submission of the Ameri- . 
cans. Indeed, in some instances, they would not 
.honour them so far as to give their ** humble peti* 
tions" a reading ; but consigned them to what the 
whig opposition pleasantly called, ^^ the committee of 
oblivion. 

The tea-tax was, of course, at any rate to be col- 
lected. But as there could be no tax without tea, nor 
tea unless it was aent, several ships of that obnoxious 
weed were purposely dispatched for America. Lord 
Fairfax happened to be at Mount Veriion when 
Washington received advice from a friend in London 
that the tea-ships were about to aail....^^ Well^ my 
lord^'* said he, " and so the ships, with the gun-poxv^ 
dertea, are, itseemsy on their way to America P^ 

** WtUj but colonel^ why do you call it gunpw>d 
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" W%y, lam ajraidj mtfhrd^^ replied Washiog^ 
ton, " it will prove inflammable^ and produce an «f- 
plosion that will shake both countries. 

The event corresponded with Washington's pre- 
diction. Looked on as sent to insult and enslave thens, 
the ships were every where received with the hearti* 
est curses of the people, who quickly boarded them 
—in some places furiously emptying their fragrant 
cargoes into the flashing deep. ..in others, sternly 
oi'dering the captains to depart, under the penalty ot 
being instantly tucked up to the yard arms. 

On the arrival of this news in England, the counte* 
nance of fSe minister was darjc with fury; and he pro- 
ceeded, without delay, to mix up for the colonies a 
cup of fiery indignation, of which Boston, it seenw^. 
was to have the largest dose. As that most unduti- 
ful child had always led off the dance in outrage and 
rebellion against the parent state, it was determined 
that she should pay the piper for old and new,..thzt 
her purse should answer for all the tea that had been 
destroyed..»that her luxuriant trade, which had mad» 
her so wanton, should be taken from her — and that, 
in spite of her high looks and proud stomach, she 
should sit on the stool of repentance, until his graci- 
ous majesty, George III. should be pleased to pro- 
nounce her pardon I ! 

On the receipt of this intelligence at Boston, the 
passions ofthe people flew up, five hundred degrees 
i«)ove bJoo4-heat ! throughout the continent the fever 
raged with equal fury. The colonies all extolled 
Eoston for the firmness with which she had asserted 
her chartered ri^A/*.. ..Liberal contributions were 
made for her relief: and this ministerial attack on her 
liberties, was considered as an attack on the liberties 
of the whole, which were now thought to be in s^ch 
danger, as loudly to call for a general congress from 
all the colonies, to deliberate on their common inte- 
rest. This most unkindly body commenced its ses- 
sion in Philadelphia, September 5th, 17'7'4. They be- 
ran with publishing a W// ^ri^-Ato, wherein they 
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re^eafl^ll ** tlieir loyalty apd lovr to the mn^tr coun^ 
»y, tf>gether Avttfc ttu t^tiwftt ivish for vonsiitatioruh 
^kfiendcncf? on her. But, at th« ^amc time, tlrey Hrg- 
ira Irave to^itsor^ htr^ that though abc^iii her rft* 
cessive fondnrr^s., might atiffrr fewwrlf tb be boufxl 
and irtjiuhtfd by Ncwth and Bate^ and whc r Philips* 
tine loi^s, yet thryV for their parts, l^ifre nrfci^hrrd. 
Hie true «inh« of BritisK Safupsons^ to risemtid fight 
td the last locks of their he.tds. They asserted, iad 
hcg^d Wave to d'l it pretty t^oundiy too, as it waa 
n6\v hi^ time tx) speak plain, that by the tmmutobk 
'^ta^un^fmtturr^^iy the principlet'ofihcBrkhk con* 
ttkutton-^.trnd 6^ thtiir geverai cAartets^ they had a 
light to Ubc tU% the lil>erty of British sul^rcta— that 
their evt-r hfiiiartrdyZtMrr*,at the time of iheir emi- 
gration to this cou'ntry,^ weif'e entitkid to .all the 
Hghts of freemtfii— ;fnd since, by soch emignitioii 
lhe>' hadmeithtfr forftritrd new sutrendercd these 
rtghts*--^hat they their childreii, were determined^ 
at the risk of every thing short.of their eternal ««/• 
te/idn, to defend and to transmit them entire to 
Iheii* innocent and belo\'ed offspring.*' 

Millions of choice spirits in £ngland, Scotlaod, 
and Ireland, cried but ^ thnfs weliitaidi €ind mau 
GoiTs arms strike with 9ur Jbnerican kreiJkren / ' 
This w«is coming to the point, and| produced the ef^ 
feet that might have been expected. Fbr»'tnst8mtly 
Ui exportation of arms and ammtmiiioh to Americs 
aras prohibited^^arg^ reinforcements Mrere sem to 
the king's troops at Boston— and erety step was ta- 
ken to con^pel the coli^nies to submission. I'hisfm* 
ed up the mt^asure of American hatred to the miBta* 
ftry^ and called Ibrth the nvost i^ig€m>us ])reparadowl 
fur war* Every ounce of gunpowder was hu^ande'd 
fikt: a6 much goU*diist» I^e»wde^•flMlls und musqtiet* 
nianiifattoriea'were irrected ih most of thecplonieai 
ivhUe otheci, not likkig this alow way of doing 
thitigs, laid violent hands at once U|ien«U theJciiigV 
\ and ammuniiion that Could bef ibiiiid» 

6 ' ■■ • ^ OigitizffdbykjOOgie 



fO LIFE OF WASHINGTON^ 

Toe tremendous cloud of civil war was now rea- 
dy to burst: and April th^ 19th, 1^75, w»« the fijtal 
day marked out fcy mysterious hcavcny for tearing 
away the stout infant colonies from the long loved 
paps of the old mbthercountry* Early that morn- 
i"g» general Gage, whose force in Boston %vas aug^ 
mented to 10,000 wen, sent a detachment of 1000 to 
destroy some military stores which the Americana 
had collected in the town of Concord* near Lexing- 
ton« On coming to the place, they found the town 
militia assembled on the green near the road« 
** Throw ^oton y9urarmSyand^8per9e^you rebels^ 
Was the cry of Pitonrn the Britibh oflKctrr ; which 
was immediately followed by a general discharge of 
the soldiers % wherelry eight of the Americans were 
killed, and several wounded* The provincials re- 
tired* But fincUng that the British still continued 
their fire, they returned it with good intrrest ; and 
socm strewed the green with the dead and ^votmdod. 
Such fierce discharges of musquetry produced the 
effect that might have been expected in a land of 
freemen, who saw their gallant brothers suddenly 
engaged in the strife ol' death* Never before had 
the bosoms ol the swains experienced such a tunHik 
of heroic passions. Then throwing aside the imple" 
ments of husbandry, and leaving their teams in the 
half-finished furrows, they fiew to* their houses | 
snatched up their arms ; and bursting from their wild 
shrieking wives and children, hasted to the glorious 
field where lisertt, heaven-bom goddess, was to 
be bought for blood* Pouring in now from every 
quarter, were seen crowds of sturdy peasants, with 
inshed cheeks and fiaming eye^^ eager for battle{ 
Even age itself forgot its wonted infirmities { and 
bands, long palsied with years, threw aside tht 
cushioned crutch, and grasped the deadly firelock. 
Fast as they, came wp, their ready muskets began to 
•pour the long red streams of £ery vengeance* The 
<enemy f<^ hack, appalled^ The shouting farmet% 
Kwiftdosing ion their rear, followed their ste^wiriA 
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death, while the Drttisir, as fast a$ they could load, 
vr heeling on their pursueis, rrturned the deadly pla- 
toons* Like some tremendous whirhvind, whose 
roaring sweep all at once darkens the day, riding the 
air in tempests ; so, sudden and terrible, amidst 
clouds of dust, and smoke, and flame, the flight of 
Britain's warriors thundered along the road. But 
their flights was not in safety. Every step of their 
retreat w^ Mained with the trickling crimson. Eve- 
ry hedge or fence t^ which they passed, took large 
toll ot hostile carcasses* They would, in all proba- 
bility, have been cut off* to a man, had not general 
Gage, biciiiu recollected^ that, Aorn of Britons^ these 
Yankees might possess some of die family valour; 
and therefore sent ICSOO men to support the detach* 
nient; This reinforcement met the poor ftdlovvSt 
faint with fear and fatigue, and brought the^ 9Ai^- 
ly off to Boston* '^ ,* 

' In this tlieir first fie)d, the Amerlfcisn faroH rs 
gleaned of the British about sixty-three, in slain, ^nd 
two htmdred and eighty wounded and prisoners, 
The fire of civil discord now broke out a roari* g 
flame: and, with equal arddur^'bhth parties hasten, 
ed to dap on the ^ i^/r ^/tl^r.^ 
-' National prejudices ought to be scouted from the 
^ Afce-of the earth. Golond Grant actiially said in 
' parliament, that ^^xmthjhe regimente he could mat i b 
•through all •America 1 1 PV. Oh ! had that iHt>fou> d 
'* iphtlo^phtr btit bdield ilib s^ava race above, he 
:< mights have learned. ltc;9Mm^^...first, that he was 
ni^r bom to be a prophet. And secondly, that H 
is not to thk or that country exdtisively, that we lire 
to look for brave men, but in every country where 
ihepeople are acctistpmed to breathe theproud^ir 
^f lU>erty, and to re|oice in the aweetfruitt of their 
labours as all their own^ 

S60N as the bimie of Lexington was told t& the 
•siMished miniittry in Engtan^ a grand caucuH of 
iorda was held, to consider the best wmfo and m#«^<A 
to bring the rcl^la to their tmH^^' One spo^ 
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tSu T ihis nmfNir r« atMl smr^tliirr after thnu^^ Vrp^ttaif 
up nntr kml Gtorgr Grrmvinr, a«d with M Mo- 
kich HI hUkiokiKliUftl' dtlw ci«nc:»oi'Aaiali k afSMott 
th« AMt.rioNiAr ^ Vtt^tmxel gvnUrmcivP* J^c?i- 
cd«*' vrng;^»ticr ! y<iiir intiikinl isb^id^^^^yom" w«iiiimI-» 
ccl h<>ti«Hir^-y<4ir aMirde'fcil) eruMtrymru^t-attcry 
Acy^oc/aiHl btd tl*^ ibv dkifgani wsm*/ Cixls! cmvte 
ntdiUniDg b«rr^ whrii ffSMik rciatlliui^ tot4tJt^€)mr 
our colooiirA««iid dm: longnmoil vrbrl ckir»ar« n dJm 
tbc bljiKMior our bnivi»t''«f>Idier« •biiii. No ! )«t<Hpr 
swUt^avci^pgimMc«%acro6a<iliK^eintandlii^ 
iiig Ulir » i^himIq oa ihc t^hA OMiciiHrnC, Immi 4nul^t0 
a>d«, wkk filte and twMrd til:irt;p boiib CMri» aad 
country bejttfi: ihran.** 

Hehb ckc celebRaitd Mr. Wilkrsy iftiliraflrk«r 
a Trvc BfttTQif^. roMFtrd oua: ^ Aye, thai!s righai! 
that's right ! lord G^iorgr ! tbatVexactfy a»foi»ai; 
to our old English proverb t he grmker $k0€9^ 
mrd, the irutlkr ike ehvitf* 

^\ Coimrdl Sh / ' rcrplttdloidi Gtorge, blaclr wilib 
t9fpt. '* Cpwardi wkm$ d$f tfou memm ^ timif kit f^ 

^ Jme^n^^r^^ Mutnrd Mr«^ Wilkesy'^ Oot lA# 
her^ ui^ ctiMnU etomijime ct^tke piam$ ^Mmdei% 
does welt to odvheJtue.mmiMf&id mth§WQ94t^ 

Upom^ thisv the mta(it\f naoies MiMar mA 9cmti^ 
drHw%r€ caehangtdi wfhtift feaadona whiisb ato i wa i i 
MiM^ tfa« ^yuami Wiib 4ttie^iBaiilie}NiaasoA^tte 
laro |)aftH;»^iuiew..afrMbai»aiB« liappi^/ay A^^^i^ 
tMa •gri^ <^ Mr.* Wilfc«!#.WMniH p rciil ia f io«' 
\ Tho w ia a d i al isnl iid i t i um di and viatwaa 



«ctf « Thottaaada al iBnlt|^iiaprd| and viatvaaii whigs 
fapcadif d H ^ifeh «c|0ttl aadaMa. Tba galUtttdaha af 
BMCbingbamf owihrammlionafcravahstka Aarfrak- 
iM* iMd b»ha»dt^it LaA gi aw v aaialaiaMJ^ ^ UmL 



ihemk C^Hhei^m^ 9ii^Um^jni9m ht4k€ m§$tn M m 
keai hiffh wHh Brkuk blo%dff 

tkuvitlDg^ afQuaigr "^ A#Aai/^ Mtmatfi^ a^awM^la 
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But though the riglit beads in England were nu« 
merous, they were not sufficiently so to direct the 
wrong heads.— A. feeble, minister, and his puny 
lordi'ings, siill held the reins : and though, compar- 
ed with the great nation which they governed, they 
4i$<$Q|jfd.b«ii ^ inQalieys<on.;tbc back ol* a mammuiRi 
yri»tb«y ha4t too lon^^v th# fatal art so t0 Uteidlbld 
m4 goa4NthcMbk aamuti, as lo make h^r rkn Phi 
over her own children^ and crush thousandeiof them 
into their bloody graves. 

On this day, June 12, 1775^ general Gaffe issued 
his proclsM9iiltipii;of:rA«UiQitt wkndiresiu oTheaviest 
vengeance agaiMt tJli«.BebdrlM cJOoidiDg however in 
the king's name, the golden sceptre of mercy to all 
true penitents, Samuel Adams, and John Hancock, 
m^^e^Afl /l>he^ a^inlikttitMi. by. their extraordinary 
ff:i4/lh.^tly: i^j^ll«e^,0r.Ubeirt}s. htt^ aofiooruiHy offended 
tfie nMniAtryA.thnt.nOthuig^.short of tiieir Uvea couk) 
j^aji^ a^qn^m^^ .Qlnkn Wivi;e>tcnt |)rivately'Co Get 
«^ii4,(Yag|K«|;9^t»ei«eja«d.hEingth^0t^tti Boston, or (^ 
ftea^^^b^p^.pveJT inJvon^.tobs Imng iti England.^ But 
God «ve bfi angisl^ fifHargo of them, so that not a 
l^r,c4^ t^f^r hffadt wm ihlvt* 

Tnf^ Brmhf IQfiQQ. stw^^ng^ wevt stitt in Doston^ 
wh^er^v c^ver s^^ti %h^ aflbir of Concord, they bad 
bf^eii; 94ri:oMloJ^ by w .Immr of S0,O0a pvoviaciaitr, 
aU^a^ e^ager <lPA4iM$ t^t filter by t/oron, that it wat with 
the m ^atest difficulty tlieir officers could rtitraiii 

. Iiow.gf)or^>)f^ the foodne8a.of Ood for ordering 
t^^ ^ Q^inUitiri^. attack on. otir libenics, sbcmlil fall 
49. ;t]i)us ;^9/t/}tgl4!f^ lind. bifi^ Kcw^BogbrodeesI 

The bN^ wm^ y^ ym^^Y i^^P^^ ^ ai^alc^ 
10 eternity, endear them to their ^cuthern brethrem 
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nttioH of Indtptttdtuvf^Defrut of the AmrnvaM 
#/i Long'^JJaud — Howe thrtaUtiM vioknily^^Timt^ 



—-•And fame of Bunker's hill endure, 
Till time itself thall be no more. 



THIS hill of fame still lifts his yellow brow, half 
bid in sedge^ on the plaini» of CharU^iOron^'^^, lovely 
port north of Boston, to which it is united by an eks> 
gam bridge. To confine the British as closely as 
possible to Boston, the American generals, on the 
night of June 16, dispatched 1500 men to throw up 
an entrenchment on BunkerVhill. 'I*he party did 
not begin their work till about 12 o'clock ; but ex* 
ertedsuch a spirit, that, by day-break, they had sur* 
rounded themselves with a tolerably decent ditch—* 
without embrasures indeed, because they had no 
cannon to stare through them ; ukx even a bayonet to 
bristle over its ridges* 

Soon as the rosy mom appeared, they weipidisco^ 
^ered by the British men of war, which quickly saUi* 
led them with their great guns and mortars. But«re<» 
gardless of shells and shot, the dauntless Yankees 
•tiU drank &eir Switchet^ wd plied their work. 



* A mild moralising malmsey, made of molasses 
Si|d water, which the prudent Yankees drink, to the 
greatbenefit of their health and senses, while too kiany 
6c their southern neighbours are be*fuoling and be* 
^iswing diemselves with grog.,^^ ^ ,^oogie 
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FiNDiNO that his ahips of war, with iM ihtir lhua> 
ders, had not be^n ^ble to dislodge tbem^ Gage or- 
4fred to tjtKit aid 3000 men with a train of artillery, 
vnder commaDd of G^ttnds l(owe and Kgot. niy 
^<lve o^clocV they were aU sa£ely landed on tm 
CharkatQwp side, near Bunker^s-lull, the destined 
f\m^0f storm* Ao interesting^ scene is now about to 
cyenrrrfor n<>c only the British, and Ameriban armies 
Wpm the iM^ighholMring heights, are eagerly fooking 
m I hiit all the sjui^roftmlingccmhtnr, timely alarmed, 
ure rM9ni0g tpgethet\ ia terror, to behold the coming 
f^U Among the eroMrdingspectauors are seen thoa- 
usinds of lei^der fetmUea^ with panting bosoms anfd 
watery eyes^ fixed, upon the fields beiow, anxiously 
W^i.tiyig the Cute o(i tlWir Brothers, Fathers, and hus- 
t^aods^ Af^r a harried moment spent in forming, 
the British troops bregaa* loadvaoce in heavy coimnns, 
with litUhe martial pomp of i^yin^ccdours and rattling 
^mm?. At the same tirne^ by order of Gnge, the 
heqiitiful ppT^ of Chatlestown, of 300 line buildings, 
with a t^ll sreei^t^d churchy was wrapped ki flames, 
f oaring like distant thunder, and tossed on eddying 
winds in fiery billows to the clotKls-«-while far and 
W&le, the adjoining ptains are covered mith British 
soldiers in; crimson regimentals and shining arm^, 
living on the attack with incessant discharges of 
ini|ske|t» and great guns. Close, on the brow of the 
|^i!l, appM| the little fort, dinily seen through smoke, 
and wa^^Ptjyer by one solitary fl«ig, and very mdike 
<p a^n^i the shock of so powerful an armtiment. Rut 
th^ Apfi^riqans are, all ^roirad' up to the height of the 
«i||husU^m of l4berty: and, tying close behind their 
works^ i>^iih- fowling piitoes l<>aded with ball and buck^ 
i^t,. wait impattentLy (iMf the approachitig eneiry. 
'J?heir bravo countrymen, INttnam and Warren, arc 
in the fort^ Constantly' retfiiinding themi of that glorious 
inherit aij^e^ liberty^ ^hich they received from their 
gallant fathersi and now owe to their own dear chiK 
dren.-^** Don^i thr^w away a afttj^tt shol^ my krave 
ftiloji sV said old Putnam. ^^Don^i throw awuy attin' 
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gk shot ; but take good aim : nor touch a trigger y ^ 
you can tee the whites of their ryes.^ 

This steady reserve of fire, even after the British 
had come up withhi pistol*shot, ^ed them to hope that 
the Americans did not mean to resist and many of 
their friends on the heights had neariy given up all for 
lost. But as soon as the enemy were advanced withoi 
the fatal distance marked, all at once a thousand trig- 
gers were drawn : and a sheet of fire, wide as the 
whole front of the breast-woi*, bursted upon them 
with most ruinous effect. The British instandy canne 
to a halt — still keeping up their fire — ^but altogether 
at random and ineffectual like men in a panic. While 
full exposed, %vithin point*blank shot, ranks on ranks 
fell before the American marksmen, as the heavy- 
eared com before the dcvouiing hail-storm, when 
with whirlwind rage it smites the trembling earth, 
and rushes on, smoking and roaring through the de- 
solated fields. The enemy still maintained their 
ground like Britons, though all in front was nothing 
but one wide destructi\'e flash ; and nought around 
but heaps of their shrieking, dj'ing comrades. But is 
a few minutes the slaughter became so general, tha^ 
they could stand it no longer, Sut broke and fled in th|b 
utmost disorder, to the shore side ; and some even 
took refuge in their boats ! Their officers with some 
difficulty brought them back to a second charge, when 
the Americans waiting till they had ccMTii^m within 
a fev/ rods of the fort, recommencedthei^Pe, witht 
mortaliiv which broke and drove them again. Some 
of the (^ificers attempted to bring them on a third timet 
but oth'-m cried out, ** that it wan Ho better than 
murder r"* It is probable they woultl ha d y have 
made another effort, had not the generals Clinton and 
Burgovne, spectiuors of their defeat, hastened over 
from B >stan with fresh troops to their aid. 

^ The a nericans, l>eing nearly destitute of ammu« 
iiition, and ittacked bv such superior force, weireob* 
liged to retreat, %vhich they did in tolerably order, but 
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not tiU they had given the enemy, as they mounted the 
works, their last cartridges, and to some of them the 
buts of their guns...for want of bayonets. The Bri- 
tish, 'tis true, by such great advantage of numbers 
and weapons, gained the day ; but sung no te deunu 
To have given 1350 men killed and wounded, for a 
poor ditch of 12 hours labour, seemed to them abar^ 
gain hardly worth thanking God for. 

Among the Heroes whom this day immolated on 
the altar of Patriotism, was Dr. Jx)seph Warren, 
whose memory will be held sacred as long as gratitude 
or honour live among men. The British lost Major 
Pitcairn, author of the murders at Lexington a tew 
weeks before ! 

During the autumn and winter of 1775, Wash* 
ington could eflPect nothing against the British, but to 
)icdd them close confined in Boston, where tt^ scurvy, 
prevailed, and proved veiy fatal. To remedy this 
evil, immense quantities oi live stock and vegetables 
were shipped from, Britain-~5,000 fat oxen; 14,000 
sheep...l^OOO hogs, with 22,000 pounds sterling 
wortn of sour-crout ! ! ! And nearly the same amount 
in hay, oats and beans, fc»* a atngle rtgimtnt of c^ 
valry ! ! ** Blesstd are the^ meek t\ for they shalfsave 
a world of expense. 

In consequence of some disturbances this year, in 
8outh-C£U*olina, in favour of the ministry. Sir Peter 
ParkeM[as dispatched with nine ships of war, and 
a largMPid force, commanded by Clinton and Com- 
wallis, to make an attempt on Charleston, the capi- 
tal. Before the ships could be brought to pay their 
respects, to the town, they must, it seems, pass a lit* 
tic fort on Sullivan's Island. This, however, being 
defended only by raw militia, was hardly looked on as 
an obstacle. Happily for America, the command of 
the fcHTthad been committed to general Moultrie; for 
the chief in command, Gen. Charles Lee^ though 
otherwise brave, was ever in the frights at the thought 
of a British man of war ; and for a^wa^ra/, much too 
free in Ending bis fears to others. For^^^|^»Ioul- 
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trie was showing him the fort, and in the language of 
a fiery patriot, was boasting what handsome resist- 
ance he hoped it would make ; Lee with infinite scorn 
replied, " Pshaw ! a mere slaughter house ! a pierc 
slaughter house ! a British man of war will knock it 
about your ears in half an hour !'' He even proposed 
to abandon the fort ! The courage of one man saved 
Charleston, and perhaps the State. That fortunate 
man was John Rutledge, Esq. governor of South- 
Caroliha. He msisted that the fort should be defend- 
ed to the last extremity. Moultrie was called in. 
** Well, general Moultrie,*' said gov. Rudedgc^ 
** what do you think of giving up the tort V^ Moultrie 
could scarcely suppress his indignation. ^^ No math 
sir," isaid he to Lee, ^^ can have a higher opini(m o| 
the British ships and seamen ^han I have. Bilt there 
are others who love the smell of gunpowder as well as 
they dos and give us but plenty of powder and ball, 
sir, and let them come on as soon as they please." His 
courage was quickly put to the test; for about 10 
o'clock, on the 28th of June, in the glorious 1776, 
sir Peter Parker, with seven tall ships formed his 
line, and bearing down within point-blank shot of the 
fort, let go his anchors and befi;an a tremendous fire^ 
At every thundering blast he fondly hoped to see the 
militia take to the sands like frightened rats from an 
old bam on fire. But, widely different from his hopes, 
the militia stood their ground, firm as the Bl|A-jacks 
of their land; and levelling their four-amHwenQr 
pounders with good aim boml the old hearts of osSl 
through and through at every fire. Their third broad- 
side carried away the springs on the cables of the com* 
modore's ship, which immediately swung around 
right stem upon the guns of the fort— ^* Hurra ! my 
sons of thunder," was instandy the cry along the Ame* 
rican battery, " look handsomely to the commodore ! 
now mv boys, for vour best respects to the commo- 
dore !" Little did the commodore thank them iorwch 
respecU; for in ashorttime he had 60 of his bravecrew 
lying lifeless on his decks, and his<x>ckpit stowed with 
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the wounded. At one period of the action* the quar- 
ter-deck was cleared of everyxsoul, except Sir Peter 
himself. Nor was he entirely excused: for an ho- 
, nest cannon-ball, by way of broad hint that it was out 
of character for a Briton to fight against liberty, rud?- 
fy snatched away the bag of his silk breeches. Thus 
Sir Peter had the honour to be the first, and I believe 
^ iht only Sans Culotte ever heard of in American na- 
tural history ! ! 

The Americans stood the fire like Salamanders ; 
or the neighbouring shores were lined with thousands 
of their dearest relatives, anxiously looking on ! the 
Bi^itish tars, poor fellows ! had no sisters, mothers, 
nor wives, spectators of their strife ; but fought, not- 
withstanding^ with their wonted heroism. Long ac- 
customed to mastery in battles with the French, and 
greatly out-numbering the fort both in men and guns, 
they counted on certain victory ; and tho' dreadfully 
handled, scorned to yield. Iihmense were the ex- 
ertions on both sides ; and while the powder of the 
fort lasted, the conflict was awfully grand — ^From 
ships to fort, and from fort to ships again, all below 
seemed one stream of solid fire ; all above, ene vast 
mountain of smoke darkening the day, while uninter- 
Tttitted bursts of thunder deafened att cars, and for 
around shook both l^nd and seai 

The heroes in the fort won immortal honour. One 
brave fellow, a Serjeant Jasper, observing the flag- 
staff sltf| away, jumped down from the fort rn the 
beach, m the hottest fury of the battle, and snatching 
up the flag, returned it to its place, streaming defi- 
ance, with a—** Hurra, my boys, liberty and America 
for ever." Governor Rutledge rewarded him with a 
sii^ord. Another Serjeant, M*^Donald, while roaring 
away with his 24 pounder, was terribly shattered by a 
camion ball. When about to expire, he lifted up his 
dying eyes and said — '* My brave countrymen, I die ; 
but don't let the cause of Liberty die with me." Now 
louder and louder still, peal on peal, the American 
thunder burst forth with earth-trembling crashes : and 
the British ships, after a long and gallant struggle 
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hauled off with a good fortnight's worth of work for 
surgeons, carpenters arid riggers. 

Sir Peter was so dumb-founded by this druibitiff^ 
that it took him full eight-and-forty hours to recover 
his stomach for his beef and pudding. So wonderful- 
ly had it let him<lown, that even his black pilots grew 
impudent upon him. For as he was going out over 
the bar, he called to Cudjo (a black fellow, a pilot 
who was sounding the depth of the water)——** Cud- 
jo ! (says he) what water have you got there ?*' 

** What water, massa? what water? why salt wa- 
ter, be sure sir !...sea water alway salt water, an't he^ 



massa 



?w 



** You black rascal,! knew it was salt water. I only 
wanted to know how much water you have there?'* 

** How much water here, massa ? how much water 
here I God bless me, massa ! whete I going get quart 
pot for measure him ?" 

This was right down iinpudence; and Cudjo richly 
deserved a rope's end for it: but Sir Peter, a goo^ 
natured man, was so tickled with the idea of measur- 
ing the Atlantic ocean with a quart pot, that he broke 
into a hearty laugh, and ordered Cudjo a stiff drink 
of grog. 

'TWAS the celebrated Samuel Chase, the Demos- 
thenes of Maryland, who first taught the startled 
vaults of Congress hall to re-echo the name of Inde- 
pendence. After enumerating many a glaring instance 
of ministerial violation of American rights--A all of 
which George the Third, the expected father of his 
people, had looked with a most unfatherly calmness— 
his countenance became like the dark stormy cloud 
edg'd with lightning— then swinging his arm in the 
air, with a tremendous stamp and voice of thunder, 
that made the hollow dome resound, he swore ■* 
a mighty oath, ** that he owed no allegiance to the king 
of England!" 

Mawy in Congress trembled at hearing such a 
speech ; and, on me uion of Inde|>endence, felt the 

-^.^g w>kh nature fee!s when jsouluuidgbody are 
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parting. But fearing that " true friendship could ne* 
ver grows ngcnn^ -where wounds of deadly hate haa 
pierced so deepy"* they at length resolved to part. The 
gentlemen appointed by Congress to frame the de* 
claration of Independence, were Thomas Jefferson, 
John Adams, Dr. Franklin, R. Sherman and B. 
R. Livi;ng8TOn. On hearing their nomination to a 
task so high and arduouis, they met ; and after some 
conversation on the subjett, parted, under the agree* 
ment thi^t each of their number should draft his own 
declaration, and read it next day, in rotadon to the 
rest. At the fixed hour next day, they met— but 

who should read first i'* was the question. Mr. 
Jefferson was fixed on ; and, after much importunity, 
consented to read his form, which had the honour to 
give such complete satisfaction, that none other was 
read. 

A FEW days after this. Lord Howe came upon the 
coast with a forest of men of war and transports, sha- 
ding far and wide the frightened ocean, and bearing 
nearly 40,000 men, British, Hessians, and Waldeck- 
ers. Supposing that this had intimidated the Ameri* 
can commander. Lord Howe wrote a letter to him, 
directed—" George Washington^ Esq^ This the ge- 
neral refused to receive ! looking on it a& an insult to 
Congress under whom he had the honour tb bear the 
commission of Commander in Chief and should have 
been addressed as such> General Howe then sent an 
officer (Colonel Patterson) to converse with him on 
the subject of reconcHiathn — Having heard what he 
had to say, Washington replied, " by what has yet 
appeared, sir, you have no power but to grant pardons. 
JBut we^ who have committedno faiHts^ want no par* 
dons ; for we are only fighHngjkf our rights as the 
descendants of Englishmen*^'* 

The unfortunate defeat of Long-Island now took 
place on August 28th, which, though the hottest day 
ip the year^ had like to have' been the freezing point 
in the American affiairs. For on this day, the British 
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with an infintte superiority of force, after having 
defeated the Americans wkh great loss, were invest- 
ing the slender remains of their army ; and had ac- 
tually biolce ground within six hundred yards of llie 
little redoubt ihat feebly covered their front* Soon 
as it was darlc, Washington ordered the troops to 
convey th-,ir baggJige and artillery to ^e water side, 
whence it was transported over a broad ferry all night 
long, with amazing silence and order* Providenttsdly 
a thick fog cpntinue^ next morning till ten oVlock | 
when that, passed away» and the sun broke out, die 
British were equally surprised and enraged to see tbus 
rear guard with the last of the baggage in their boats, 
and out of all danger. 

Lord Howe, supposing that such a run of misfor^ 
tunes must haVe put congress into a good humour to 
think about peace^ signified a willingness to have n 
grand talk on the subject. Congress sent Dr. Frank- 
lin, Mr. Adams, and Mr. Rutledge, each with his 
belt of wampum. But finding that his lordship was 
still harping on the old string, pardonis! pardons i 
they very soon closed the conference. 

l^owARDs the close of this trying campaign, it is 
a fact, that Washington had not 3000 men ; «ma even 
these were so destitute of necessaries that nothing 
but their love and veneration for him kept them to- 
gether. And with this handft:d he had to oppose a 
victorious army, of nearly forty thousand veterans ! I 
But Jehovah, the God of Hosts, was with him : aM 
oft' times, in the ear of the slumbering hero J|ris voice 
was heard, ^^ fear not $ for lamwiththee* Benotdis^ 
mayedsfor lam thy Go^"-<-Hence under all the dis- 
heartening circumstances of this campaign. Washings 
ton not only kept up hiit own spirits, but cheered tho^e 
of his drooping conirades* Hearing his officers on« 
day talk about the gloominess of the American afiairs 
he humorously clasped his neck with his hands, and 
•aid with a smile, *' Ireatiy cannot believe yet^ thai 
my neck was ever made for a halter I 
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For four months^, during the gummer aod fall of 
177Sj the Americans were obliged to retreat before 
the enemy, who complett^y over-ran the Jerseys, fill- 
ing every town and hamlet widi their victorious troops 
— ]>uring their pursuit through the Jerseys, the be^ 
haviour of die Hessians towards the country people 
was barbarous in the extreme. To make them fight 
the better, it seenis they had been told that the Ame- 
ricans, against whom they were warring, were not 
{Kkt the Europeans)^O^ir{>/ian« axid geiukmen^ but 
mere savaffesy a race of Cannibals, who would not on- 
ly tomahawk a poor Hessian, and haul oflF his hide for 
a 4irum^a head^ but would just as lieye barbacue and 
eat him as they would a pig. " Vat! VatT^ cried 
die Waldeckers, widi eyes^ staring wild and big as 
billiftrd l»db, ^^ Yat! eat Hessian man up like vuq 
hog \ Oh mine God and Yader ! vot peoples ever bin 
hwA of eat Christian num before ! Vy ! shtire, 4es 
Bfericans must be de deble«" 

This was Hesoian logic: and it inspired diem wilb 
the utmost abhorrence of die u^mericans, to whom 
diey thought the worst treatment much too good-^ 
they burnt houses*— destroyed fumiturfr-<-killed the 
stock— ^iu^ec^ the women I and spread constcmaUOQ 
and ruin along all their march. 

To save their families from such horrid tragedies, 
die Americans flocked in by thousands to general 
Howe, to take the oath of allegiance. And the best 
judges were of opinion, that this alarming apostacy 
woidd soon become general throughout the two great 
atates of Pennsylvania and Kew-Jersey J And indeed 
DO wonder ; for to mmx. people it appeared that th« 
cause of liberty was a gone cause* But, sull firm as 
the iron rudder*bands that maintain the course of thf 
ship in her trembling flight over raging seas, so firm- 
ly did Washington cleave to bis countrymen, and cq- 
v(£r their retreat. 

They had been obliged to retreat from Long- 
Island to New-York, from New-York, over the H^d^ 
son, to New-Jerscv, and now over the Delaware, \^ 
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Pennsylvania* " My God ! general Washington, how 
♦* long shall we retreat ?*' said general Reed, ** whtre 
•* shall we stop ?" ^ Why sir," replied Washington, 
** if we can do no better, we'll retreat over every ri- 
^. ver in America ; and last of all over the mountains, 
^^ whence we shall never lack opportunities to annoy, 
*^ and finally, I hope, to expel the enemies of our 
** country .'^ 

But, Gk>d be thanked, our toils and trials were not 
to be pushed to such sad extremities : for general 
Howe, having driven the Americans to the western 
side of the Delaware, sts^tioned 4O00 men in Trenton, 
Bordentown, and Burlington, on its eastern bank; and 
then returned with the main army to eat their winter 
puddings in Brunswick and New- York. Herd, Wash- 
ington, with joy, first discovered an opportunity to 
make a blow* Not doubting, but that such a long 
run of success had taught the enemy to think very 
highly of themsehea^ and as meanly of the Americans: 
and suspecting, too, that at Christmas, which was 
close at hand, instead of watching and praying like 
good Christians, they would, very likely, be drinking 
and hopping like* fools, he determined then and there 
if possible to break up their winter quarters. To this 
end he broke his little remnant of an army into three 
divisions ; two of which he committed to generals 
Ewing and Cadwallader to attack at Bordentown and 
Burlington. The third he meant to lead in person to 
the heavier charge on Trenton. Every thing being 
in readiness by Christmars night, as soon as it w^s dark, 
they struck their tents, and moved off in high spirits, 
once more to try their fortune against an enemy long 
victorious. But alas ! the enthusiasm of the gallant 
Cadwallader and Ewing was soon arrested ; for on 
arriving at the river, they found it so filled with 
ice, as to preclude all possibility of crossing. — 
Thus, to their inexpressible grief. Was blasted the 
ardent wish to aid their beloved chief in this 
his last bold attempt X6 save America. Ignorant 
of the failure of two-thirds of his plan, Washington 
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and hw liitle forlorn hope^ pressed pn through the 
darksome night, pelted by an incessant storm of hail 
and snow. On approaching the river, nine mi'es a 
bove Trenton, they, hetird the unwe'come roar of ice, 
loqd crashing along the angry flood. But the object 
before them wa^ tooTws^to allow one thought about 
difficulties. The troops were instantly embarked, 
and after five hours of infinite toil and danger, land- 
ed, %omt of tkexAfrost'bkten^ on the same shores 
with the enemy. Formiftg the Kne, they renewed 
their march. Pah^ and slowly moving a^ong the 
neighbouring hills was seen, (by Fancps eye) the 
weeping geniXjs of LiBfeRlrY. Driven from the 
rest of the world, she had fled to the wild woods of 
America, as to art assurcfd asylum of rest. ■ -^ 
Here she fondly hoped, through long unfailing time, 
to see her children pursuing their cheerful toils, t/w- 
starvedztid wicrttshed by the inhuman few. But 
alas ! the inhuman feiv^ with fleets and armies, had 
pursued hier flight! Her sons had gathered around 
her, but they had failed— some, on their bloody bedsi 
others dispersed ; all desponding- 0«e Htt it band alone 
remainedl^and, now, resolved to defend her or peri^, 
were in rapid march to face her foes. Paleund in t^ars, 
with e^s often lifted to Heaven, she moved along 
with her children to witness perhaps the last conflict. 
The Sun had just tipt with gold the adjacent hills, 
when snowy Trenton, with the wide-tented fields of 
the foe, hove in sights 1 o the young in arms this was 
an awful scene : and Nature called a short-lived ter- 
ror to tKeir hearts. But not unseen of Washington 
' was their fear. He marked the sudden paleness of 
their cheeks, when first they beheld the enemVi and 
quick, with half-stifled sighs, turned on him their 
wistful looks. As the big lion of Zara, calling his 
brindled sons to battle against the mighty rhinocen.s 
if he mark their falling manes, and see's them crouch 
ing to his side, instantly puts pn all his terrors — his 
eyes roll in blood — he shakes the forest with the 
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dceptiAng roar, till, kindled hy their father^s fire, the 
maddening cubs sweU ivith imswering ra^, and 
spring undaunted on the monster. Thus stately and 
terrible roA^CohiniMsJirst and greatest son^ along 
the front of hia halting troops. The ^g6r wish for 
baule flushed over his burning £ace, as, rising on hit 
stirrups, he waved his sword towards the hostile 
camp, and exclaimed, ** There I my brave friends I 
there are the enemies of your country / and noWy all 
I ask ofyou^ isyjust to remember what you are about 
to fight for, March /'* His looks ami voice rekindUd 
all Sieir fire, and drove them undaunted to tlie 
chao'ge. The enemy saw their danger when it was 
too late ! but, aa if resolved by taxing ihtir courage, 
to pay for their carelessness, they roused the thunder 
of their drums, and flew to arms. But before th^ 
could form, the Americans, led on by Washington, 
advanced upon them t^ a stream of lightning, which 
soon decided the contest. By the musket of the in- 
trepid captain (now general) Frelinghuyseyi, of New- 
Jersey, fell CoL Rahl, a brave German who com- 
manded the enemy. The ghosts of forty of his c^tm- 
^f^itt^n. ^accompanied him; and very nearly oiie 
thousand were made^^pHsonefs. Five hundred^ 
British horse effected their escape to Bordenfon. 
Could Ewtng and Cadwallader have crossed the' 
river, agreeably to Washington's p^an, the enemy'd 
whole line of cantonments would have been com- 
pletely swept ! ! 

To rouse his desponding countrymen Washing- 
ton immediately marched down to Philadelphia, and 
made triumphal entry with his prisoners, preceded 
by their cannon and colours, and wagons, bristling 
with muskets and bayonets, /fhe^poor tories could 
scarcely believe their own eyes. Many of the whigs 
wept for joy. 

To remove from the minds of the Hessians, their 
ill-grounded dread of the Americans, Washmgton 
took great care, from the moment they fell into his 
hands, to have them treated with utmost tender- 
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ness and generosity. He contrived that the wealthy 
Dutch farmers should come in from the country and 
converse with them. They seemed very agreeably 
surprised at such friendly attentions. The Dutchmen 
at length proposed to them to quit the British service 

and become farmers At this the Hessians paused 

a little, and said something about parting with their 
country* 

" Tour country!^* said the farmers, "Poor fellows! 
** where is your country ? You have no country. To 
"support his pomps and pleasured your prince has 
**tom you from your country, and for 30/. a-head 
** sold you like slaves to fight against us, who never 
** troubled you. Then leave the vile employment and 
** come live with us. Our lands are rich. Com«help 
** us to cultivate them. Our tai)les are covered with 
" fat meats, and with milk and honey. Come sit 
** down and eat with us like brothers. Ourdaughters 
*' are young and beautiful and good. Then shew 
** yourselves tuorthy^^nd you shall have our daugh- 
" tfers : and we will give you of our lands and catde, 
" that you may work, and become rich and happy as 
** we are. You were told that General Washington 
** and the Atnericans were savages and would de- 
** vour you ! But from the moment you threw down 
^purarms, have they not been aa kind to you as 
• you had any right to expect ?" 

" O YES !** cried they,** and a thousand times more 
** kind than we deserved. We were told the Ameri* 
*^ cans would show us no pity, and so we were cruft 
"to them. But we are sorry for it now^ since they 
"have been so good to us^: and now we love the 
" Americans, and will never fight against them any 
"more!'* 

Such was the eflfect of Washington's policy ; th« 
olivine polio/ of doing good for coil. It melted down 
his iron enemies into golden friends. It caused the 
Hessian soldiers to join with the American farmers! 
....not only so. but to write such letters tc^^^oun- 
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trymea, that they were constantly breaking Idosc 
from the liritish to run over to the_Americ^n8....in- 
somuch that in a little time the British would hard- 
ly trust a Hessian to stand sentinel J - 

Though this victory was gained on the 26th of 
December^ yet we find Washington a]gain, on the 1st 
qf January, across the angry Delaware, with his 
country's flag l;oId paving oytr the heights oC Tren- 
ton. Lord CornwaDis advanced in great force to 
attack him. I'he Americans retreated through the 
town, and crossing the Sanpink (a creek that runs 
aUmgits eastern sidr) planted their cannon neai* the 
ford, to defend its passage^ The British army fol- 
lowing, close in their rear, entered the town about 4 
o'clock; and a heavy cannonade commenced between 
the two armies, which were separated only by the 
Sanpink and its narrow valley. " Now, sir P^ said 
sir W illiam Erskine to Cornwallis, '* now i^ the 
time to make sure of Washington.'' 

" Oh NO !" replied Comw alii S) *' our ^roops have 
^^ marched a good way to day and are tired* And the 
" old fox can't make his escape ; for, with the help, of 
*< the Delaware now filled up with ice, we have coin- 
*'plet-ly surrounded him* To-mqrrow morhing^ 
*' fresh and fastingy well fall upon him, and take 
**,him and his ragamuffins all at once !" 

^* Ah 1 my Lord !'* returned sir William, *•' if 
*' Washington be the soldier that \fear he isy you^U 
^'^ not stt him tfiere tpmorrotpm^jrningr* 

Night conning on, the artillery ceased to roar ; 
and ;ighting up their firts, both armies proceeded to 
supper and to sleep. Ahout midnight, having re^ 
newed ali tlic fires ^ Washington put his little army 
in motion, and passing along the enemy's rear, 
hasted to surprise a large body of their troops at 
Princeton. Soon as it was day, Cofnwallis was 
great-y mortified to find there was no A^nerican ar- 
my on the banks of the Sanpink. ^* Thafs exactly 
what Ifear^d^^^A sir William. Just as they were 
m deep thought on the matter^ they heard the roar 
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of "Washington's cannon at Princeton. '' There^* 
continued sir William, " There is Washington now^ 
cutting up our troops.^* And so it was ; for on arriv 
ing at Princeton, about sun-rise, Washington met 
three British regiments, who had just struck their 
tents, and were ^coming on in high spirits to attack 
him at Trenton. In a moment, both parties attacked 
like heroes. At the first onset the Americans gave 
way ; but sensible that all was at stake, Washington 
snatched a standard, mid advancing on the enemy, 
called to his countrymen to follow : hts counttymen 
heard, and rushed on to the charge. Then flash •and 
clash went the 'muskets and bayonets.-r-Here the 
servants of George, and there the sons of liberty, 
wrapped in clouds and flames, and inflicting mutual 
wounds. 

♦* God save the king ?^ the British heroes cry'd, 
** And God for Washington !" Columbia's sons 

reply 'd. 
The name of Washington imparted its usual ani- 
mation to his troops. The enemy gave way in all 
quarters, and were pursued four miles. The victors 
returned with 400 prisoners ; the bayonet had stopped 
120 on the field. But they fell not ^ne. The gallant 
Mercer, and sixty three of his brave countrymen 
sleep with them. But the strife of the heroes was 
but for a moment; and they have forgotten their 
wounds. Together now, they feast in Paradise, and 
when meet their eyes of love, their joys are not dash* * 
ed by the remembrance of the past. 

The British officers gave Washington full credit 
for silch fine strokes of generalship, and began to 
look thoughtful whenever his name was mentioned. - 
The. enemy on the 15th of January drew in all 
their forces to winter-quarters at Brunswick, wheie 
Washington continued to tliin their numbers by cut- 
ting off" their foraging parties ; so that every load of 
hay, or disb of turnips they got, was at the price of 
yiood. 
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Tuus gloriously^ in ten daysy was turned the tide 
of victory in favour of Americay by Bim whom Hea* 
Ven, in mercy not to America alone, but to Britain^ 
and to the world, had raised up to found here a wide 
empire of liberty and virtue. The character of Wash- 
ington was exalted to the highest pitch, even through^ 
out Europe^ where he was generatUy styled the Ame* 
rican Fabtus, from the famous Roman general of 
that name, who opposed Hannibal with success. A 
distinction to which he was justly entidedt from the 
invincible firmness with which he rejected every 
finesse of the British generals ^ as also^ that admira- 
ble judgment with which he suited the defence of the 
fiation to the genius and abtUties of the people, vid to^ 
the natural advantages of the country, thereby not 
allowing the enemy to profit by their great superiori- 
ty oi iwmAers^discipline^ and ariilUry^ and constant- 
ly cutting them off by skirmishes and surprise. 

The ministerial plan for 1777, was to reduce the 
Americans, by intercepting all communication be- 
tween the northern and southern states! To effect., 
^s object General Howe, tvith 20 thousand men, 
was to go round from New- York to the Head of Elk,. 
and thence march on, due north, throiigh Philade!- 
pWa 5 while General Burgoyne, with 10,000 men, 
setting out from Canada, was to pass down the lake^ 
and thence due south to meet his colleague Howe ;. 
the straight lihe, formed by the junction of these two 
gentlemen, was to possess such virtues, that h was 
supposed no American could be CouikI hardy enoughs 
to set foot over it ! ! 

Accordingly, July 23,, General Howe left Sandy*. 
Hook ; sailed up the Chesapeake ; landed at the 
mouth oiElk'Rwr; and with but little interruption^ 
except at Brandy wine, marched on to Philadelphia, 
Into that elegant city, on the 26tb of September, 
1777, he entered in triumph ; fondly supposing, that, 
m America, as in Europe, the capture of the city was 
equivalent to the reduction of the country* But i% 
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stead 6f finding himself master of this' great contK 
nenty whose rat^snakes alone in the hand of heaven^ 
could scourge his presumption ; it was with no small 
difficulty he could keep possession of the little village 
of Cermanto wn. For, on the morning of the 4tii of 
October, Washington tnade an attack on him witft 
such ju(%ment and fury, diat his troops gave-way in 
cveiy Quarter. '< The tumult^ dmrdermAtiespair m 
At British army^ saj^ Washington, wwr^ yripardlkU 
ed.^^ But in the very moment of ^the most decisive 
afid gloriotis victory, when some of the provincial 
vegimentt had more prisoners than mren, the Ame^ 
ricans, thrMigh the mistake of an officer, who had 
drank too freely,^ began to retreat ! I Washington's 
grief and mortification were inexpressible. 

But whHe he was annoying the enemy byJand^ 
he did not lose sight of their fleet, which was now 
forcing its way up the Delaware, to keep open to the 
army a channel of soppKes. They arrived, widioot 
molestation, widiin 8 miles of Fhiladelphiay at a 
marsh called Mud-Island. On this poor harmless 
spot, the fittest, however, that nature in this peaceful 
land of Friends could famish, Washington ordered 
arfort to be^rown up, the command of which, with 
230 men, he assigned to lieutenant-colonel Samuel 
Smith. On the eastern or Jersey side of the river, at 
a place called Red-Bank, he ordered a strong re- 
doi^ubt, the command of which, widi 25O men, was 
given to colonel Greene« Thescj with some cheviaux- 
de-frise sunk in the river, and afew gallies, formed 
all the barrier that Washington could present against 
the British navy* The strength of this barrier was 
soon put to a fiery trial* Great preparations were 
made to attack the Americansy at the same instant, 
both bylandsmd water* Count i)onOp, with a host 
of Hessians, was sent over to be in readings to at- 
tack Red- Bank, while the flood-tide, groaning under 
the enormous weight, brought up the men of war» 
The morning was still, and the heavei^^Y^^^^ ^^^ 
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tad clouds, as of nature sympathizing with her chil- 
dren, and ready to drop showers of celestial pity on 
their strifes. No sooner had the ships floated up 
within three cables length of the fort, than they began 
amost tremenddus cannonade : while cannon-bsdis 
and fire*tailed bombs, like comets, fell upon it thick 
as haiL The gallant Smith and his myrmidons stood 
the shock to a iniracle : and, like men fighdng under 
h^ eye of their Washington, drove two-and-thirty 
pounders through them with such spirit and success, 
that in a little time^ the Augusta, a heavy 64 gun 
ship, took fire, and blew up, die horrible balloon of 
many of the crew* Another ship called the Merlin, 
or Blaci'Birdf soon got on the wing, blew up like- 
wise, and went off in thunder to join the Augusta* 

At tb& same moment CoL Donop, with his Hes- 
sians, made a gallant attack on the fort at Red- Bank. 
After a few well-directed fires, Greene and his men 
artfully retired from the out-works* The enemy now 
supposing the day their dwn^ rushed on in vast num- 
bers along a large opening in the fort, and within 
twenty steps of a masked battery, of 18 pounders, 
loaded with grape-shot and spike-nails. All at once 
Erebus seemed to open before their affrighted view. 
But their pains and their terrors were but for a mo- 
ment. Together down they sunk by hundreds, into 
the sweet lumbers of death, scarcely sensible of the 
fatal blow that reft their lives. 

Heaps on heaps the slaughter'd Hessians lie : 
Brave Greene beholds them with a tearful eye. 
Far now from home, and from their natisre shore. 
They sleep in w. ath, and hear of wars no more. 

Poor Donop was mortally wounded, and taken 
prisoner. l*he attentions of the American officers, 
and particularly the kind condolence of the godlike 
Washington, quit^ overcame him ; and his last mo- 
ments were steeped in tears of regr**^ for having left 
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his native land, to fight a dbumt people who ha 
never injured him^ , ^ 

Cm heariQg of hisVlttfertune^ WasMngton Bent an 
officer to condole with him. The officer was con*> 
ducted to his apartment ; and delivered thetnessage 
The wounded count appeared much affected-^— a teat 
BweUed in his eye : and he satd to the officer, ^ Pre^ 
9ent to General Washington the thanks of an xinfoi^ 
ttinate brother soldier : tell him I esipect tol^s^^ ^ 
more, but if! should, the first exertion of my ^^oSl^ 
aball be, to return to him my thanks im penonrWm 
officer sent was Colonel Daniel Clvmer, of Bafts> 
Pennsyhania. ^^ See here^ Colonel,'* said the dying 
count, *^ see in the the vanity of alt human pride ! I 
have shone in all die courts of Europe ; and now I 
am d}dng here^ on the banks of the Delawnv, in the 
house of an obscure Quaker P' 

After ^ix weeks of infinite fatigue, with great 
loss of men and money, the British forced a passage 
large enough for their provision ships to PhiladeK 
phiay where general Howe and hb officers held dieir 
balls this winter; while i6 miles distant, the great 
Washington, well pleased with his campaign, retired 
to winter quarters at Valley Forge, 

While such ill success attended this part 6f the . 
ministerial plan^ viz; to choke the cGicmies by zmili" 
tary noostt so tightly drawn from Chesapeake to 
Champlain, as to stop all circulation between the 
northern and southern states ; a worse fate frowned 
<m their attempt in the north* General Burgoyne, 
wkh 10,000 veterans, besides a host of Canadians 
and Indians, lisuing forth from Canada in June 
1777, came pouring along down the lakes like the ' 
Plundering Niagara, with an impetuosity that swept 
every thing before it. The hatchets of the Indians 
were drunk with American blood. No age, no sex, 
could soften them* " TTie widow^s wail, the virgin^s 
shriek^ and trembling infantas cry," were music in 
their ears. In cold blood they struck their cruel 
tomahawks into the defenceless iicart of a M s9 

IS ^M 
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M'Rea, a beautiful girl,.who was that very day to 
have been niarried ! Such adff ^£ inhumanity called 
forth the fiercest indignatio^l]^e Americans, and 
inspired that desperate resolution of wlvich the hu- 
man heart is capable, but which no human force can 
conquer* The New Englanders, who were nearest to 
these infernal scenes, turned out en masse* Washing- 
ton hurried on Gates and Arnold with their furious 
leg^ns ; and to diese he joined the im mortal Morgaa 
his dreadful phalanx, 1000 riflemen, whose 
rs were never touched in vain^but could throw 
1 a hundred yards at a squirrel's head, and never 
miss. 

The first check given to Burgojine's career, was 
at Bennington. Hearing that the Americans had laid 
up large provisions in thattown, he detached a Colo- 
nel Baum, with 600 Germans, to surprise it : and, at 
the same time, posted Colonel Breyman in die neigh 
bourhood, with an equal number to support him if 
necessary. Finding the place too well guarded either 
for surprise or storm, Baum fortified himself at a lit- 
tle distance, and sent back for Breyman. The Ame- 
rican commander, the brave general Starke, sallied 
out, and with great fury attacked Baum's intrench- 
ments without giving him time to receive his rein- 
forcements. At the first onset, the Canadians and 
British marksmen took to their heels, and left the 
poor Germans in the lurch. After a gallant resist- 
ance, .Baum was mortally wounded, and his brave 
countrymen killed or taken to a man. Ii^ the mean- 
time Breyman, totally ignorant of their catastrophe, 
arrived at the place of action, where, instead of the 
cheering huzzas of joyful friends, he was saluted, on 
all hands, with the deadly whizzing of rifle^ bullets. 
After receiving a few close and scorching fires, the 
Germans hastily betook themselves to flight. The 
neighbouring woods, yrith night's sable curtains, en- 
abled the fugitives to save themselves for that time at 
least. The enemy Jostin these two engagements,not 
i-ss than 1000 men, kiUed,wouu4e4^aa<]^grisoners. 
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About the same time all their forts on tiM lakes 
were surprised. Colonel St. Leger was defeated at 
Fort-Stanwix ; the Indians began to desert ; Arnold 
and Morgan were coming up like mountain-storms : 
and the mili^a from all quarters were pouring in. 
Purgo}nie began to be alarmed, and wrote to New- 
York for sud ; but findingthat Clinton could give hiin 
none, and that the salvation of his army depended on 
diemselves, he gallantly determined^ on the 7th of 
October, 177 7 y to stake his all on the issue of a gen* 
eralbatde. 

Hxs army, in high spirits, was formed within a mile 
ofthe American camp. Burgoyne, with the flower 
of the British troops, composed the centre. Briga- 
dier-general Frazer commanded die left. The Ger- 
mans headed by major-gener|jb Philips ^id Reides- 
del, and col. Breyman formed.the right. With a fine 
train of artillery, flying colours, and full roll of mar- 
tial music, from wing to wing the towering heroes 
moved. On the other hand, fired with the love of 
liberty, the Americans poured out by thousands, ea- 
ger for the g^rious contest. Their dear country's 
flag waves over their heads. The thoughts of the 
warriors are on their dildren, and on the chains now 
forging for their tender hands. The avenging pas- 
sions rise, and the bftttle moves. Morgan brought on 
the action. In a large buckwheat field, which lay be- 
tween the two armies, he had concealed his famous 
regiment of riflemen. The enemies, chiefly Cana» 
dians and Indians, unsuspiciously advance. They 
were suffered to come within point blank shot, when 
they received a general fire^ which strewed the field 
widi their dead bodies. Morgan pursued; but was 
soon met by a heavy reinforcement from the British, 
who quickly drove him, in turn. Arnold then moved 
pn to support Morgan ; and,in a short time, with nine 
heavy regiments was closely engaged with the whole 
ofthe British army, both pardes fighting as if each 
was determined never to yield : while the incessant 
crash ofmuskets and roar of artillery appeared bodn 
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to sig^ and sound as if two wrathftd clouds had come 
down on the plain, rushing together, in hideous bat* 
tie, with all their thunders and lightnings. The 
weight, however, of the American fire was directed 
against the enemy^s centre, extending along the left 
wing : dnd though it was some time sustained wilii 
the greatest firmness, yet at length it prevailed, «id 
threw the British into confusion. But the galant 
Frazer flying to Aeir assistance, soon restored Aeir 
ordei^ and renewed the fight. Severely galled still by 
Morgan's rifles on the flanks, and hard pressed at £tit 
same time, in front by Arnold) they gave way a se- 
cond time : and a second time Frazer's presence te- 
vtved their valour, and rekindled the battle in aff its 
rage. 

Here Arnold didwract unworfty of the glory "bf 
the well fought battle. ' He ordered tip twelve of his 
hest riflemeuy and pointing to Frazer, who on horse- 
back, with brandished sword^ was gaHantfy anima* 
ting his men, he said '* i*feri that opcerl^-^Himself 
« a host ^ let me not see him hnffJ^ 

Th e riflemen flew to their places, and in a few mo- 
ments the hero was cut down. WiAhim feUthc 
courage of the left wing, who, being now fiercely s 
charged, gave way, and retreated to their camp. But 
scarcely had they entered it, when the Americans, 
with Arnold at their head, stormed it with inconceiv- 
able fury ; rushing with trailed arms Arough a heavy 
discharge of musquetry alid grape Bhot. Ine British 
fought with equal desperation. For thdr all was at 
stake ; the Americans, like a whelmingflood, were 
bursting over their intrenchments; and, hand to hand, 
with arguments of bloody steel, were pleading Ae 
Cause of ages yetutibom. Hoarse as a mastiff ot true 
British breed,L.ord Balcarras was heard from rank to 
rank, loud^ani mating his troc^ ; while 0*1 the oihtt 
hand,fierce as the hungry tiger of Bengal, the impetu- 
ous Arnold precipitated his heroes on the stubborn 
foe. High in air, the encountering banners blazed ; 
there bold waving the lion-painted standard of Bri* 
tain ; here the streaming pride of Columbia's lovely 
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stripes'^while thick below, ten thousand eag^ war- 
riors close the darkening files, all bristled wi^th 
vengeful steeL No firing is heard. But shrill and 
terrible, from rank to rank, resounds the clash oi 
bayonets— frequent and sad the groans of the dying. 
Pairs on pairs, Britons and Americans, with eacn his 
bayonet in his brother's breast, fall forward together 
Jaint'sh/fieldng in death, and mingle their snK>kittg 
blood. 

Makt were the widows, many the orphans that 
weire made that day. Long did the daughters of Co- 
lumbia mourn their fdlen brothers! ; and often did 
the lovdy maids of Caledonia roll their soft blue eyes 
of sorrow along the sky-bound sea, to meet the ssuls 
of their returning lovers. 

Bu;t, alas ! then: lovers shall return no more. Far 
distant, on the banks of the roaring Hudson they lie, 
pale and helpless on the fields of death. Glassy now 
and dim are those eyes which once ^^ beamed with 
friendship, or which flamed in war.'^ Their last 
diou^hts are towards the maids of their love : and 
the big tear glistens in their eye, as they heave the 
parting groan. 

Th£n was seen the £aided form of Ocean's Queen, 
far-famed Britannia, sitting alone and tearful on her 
western cliffs. With downcast look her fsuthftd lion 
lay roaring at her feet ; while torn and scattered tin 
tli^ rock were seen her many trophies of ancient 
fame. Silent, in dishevelled locks, the goddess sat, 
absorbed in grief, when the gale of the west came 
blackening along the wave^ laden with the jroar of 
murderous battle. At o^ce she rose-*a livid horror 
spread her cheeks— distraction glared on her e)^- 
balls, hard strained towards the place whence came 
the groans of her children ! the groans of her chil- 
dren fast sinking in a distant land. Thrice she essay- 
ed to^cursc the destroyers>of her race. But thrice 
she remembered, that they too were her sons. Then, 
wild shrieking with a mother's anguish, ^ei^nt the 
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air wkh her cries : imd the hated name of North 
resounded through all Iter caves. 

"But still in all its rage the battle burned: and both 
parties fought tnth an ofertinacy, never exceeded. 
But, itk that moment of danger and of gloryj the im- 
petuous Arnold, who led the Americans, was dange- 
rously wounded, and 'forced to retire: and several 
regiments of British infantry pouring in to ffie assist- 
ance of th'eir gallant comrades, the Americans, i^tcSr 
many hard -struggles, were finally repulsed. 

[ts another quartet, where the strength of tfeOcr- 
mali^ fought,' the Americans, led on by Morgan, car- 
riedt tiie nttr^hchments sword in hand. The face of 
Morgan was like the ftQl moon in a stormy tii^t) 
when «he looks down red and fiery on the raging 
deep, amidst foundering wrecks and cries of drown- 
ing ^amen ; wh^e his voice, like thunder bn the 
hiHs,'was heard, loud-shouting his heroes to the 
bloody charge. The tall regiments of Hesse Cassd 
fe or fled before them; leaving their baggage, tents 
and artillery, in the hands of the victors. 

This was a bloody day to both armies : but so pe- 
culiarly disheartening to the British, that they were 
obliged to retreat that nis^ht to ^Saratoga, where, in a 
ftw days^ (on the 13th c« October, If 77,) they sur- 
renderedto the Americans, under Oates, by whom 
they were treats With a generosity that astonished 
them. For, when the British were inarched out to 
lay down their arms, there was not an American to 
be seen ! They had all nobly retired for a moment, 
as if unwilUng to give the pain, even to their ene- 
, miesj of being spectators of so humiliating a scene ! 
Worthy countrymen of Washington ! this deed of 
yours shall outlive the stats, and die blest sun him- 
self, smiling'^ shall proclaim, that in the wide travel 
of his beams, he never looked upon its lik^ before. 

Thus, gloriously for America,ended the campaign 
of '77- That of '78 began as auspiciously. In May, 
Silas Deane arrived from France, with the welcome 
news of a treaty with that powerful people, and a 
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letter from Louis XYL to CongresS) whom he styled 
•^^ery dear great friends and allies. 

Soon as it was known by the British ambassador 
at Paris, Lord St(MTnont, diat the king <rf France had 
taken part with the Americfins, he waited on the 
French minister, De Vergennes; and with great agi- 
tation mentioned the report, asking if it were possible 
it could be true. 

" Very possible^ my Lard^^ replied the smooth 
Frenchman. 

^^ Well,. I'm astonished at it, sir," continued 
Stormont, exceedingly mortified. *' America, sir, is 
^ our daughter ! and it was extremely indelicate of 
^ the French king thus to decoy her from our cm- 
*' braces, and n>ake a w— e of her !" 

^' Why as to ttert matter, my Lord,'' quoth Ve^ 
gennes, with the true GaUk shrug, ^* there is n#> 
"great harm done. For the king of France is ver 
" willing to marry your daughter, and make an hcU 
•* nest woman of her." 



CHAPTER X. 

Lord Northy coming' to his senses^ sends commission^ 
ers to America — Clinton evacuates^ Philadelphia^^ 
Washington pursues him-^battle of Monmouth — 
Arnold^s apostacy — Andre apprehended — executed 
"^his character* 

, The news of the total loss of Burg03me and his 
army soon reached iPariiament, where it produced a 
eonstemation never before known in that house. 
The Ministry, utterly confounded, could not ope n 
their lips ; while the Whig minority, with great se- 
Terity, lashed their obstinacy and ignorance. Loid 
S'orth, beginning now to find, as the great Chatham 
had foretold^ that ** three miOions o/WhigSy xvith ariM 
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in their hands^ were not to be enslaved^^ became vety 
anxious to conciliate i Commissioners were sent over 
with offers to repeat the obnoxious taxes i and also 
with promises of great favours which Lord North 
would confer on Atnerica, if she would settle the 
dispute with the mother country. The better to 
dispose her towards these offers, elegant presents 
were to be made to her best friends, (such as Wash- 
ington, the President of Congress, &c. &c.) to speak 
a good word for Lord 'Sorth^s fttoours i ! But, ob- 
serve. Independence was to 1>e out of the question ! 

Doctor Franklin used laughingly to say, that 
** Lord North and his great favours,^ put him in mind 
^^ of an> old bawd, and her attempts upcHi a young 
" virgin, to whom she promised every thing but In- 
" nocence. While in robbing her of Innocence, the 
** old hag knew well enough that she was robbing 
*^ the poor girl of that without which she would soon 
^^ in spite of her fine gowns and necklaces, become 
*^ a miserable outcast and slave." 

Finding that Lord North, in the multitude of his 
favours, had entirely forgotten the only one which 
they valued, i. e. the Independence of their country^ 
the committee of Congress brolce off all farther con- 
verse with the ministerial commissioners, who pro- 
ceeded immediately to try the eflScacy of their j^re- 
sents* To Washington, 'tis said, a vicerouship^ with 
tons of gold, was to have been tendered. But, to the 
honour of the commissioners be it said, not one of 
their number was graceless enough to breathe the 
polluted wish into his ear. They had, however, the 
hardihood to throw out a bait of 10,000 guineas to 
the President of Congress, Gen. Reed. His answer 
is worthy of lasting remembrance. "G^n#&men," 
said he, " lam poor^ very poor* But your king is not 
rich enough to buy me /" 

On the I8th of June, the British army, now under 
the command of Clinton, evacuated Philadelphia for 
New-York. The figure they made on the road had 
something of the air of the sublime; for their bag- 
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IBlge, Iqaded )iarse$^ Md cfiiroage^lfomed^&tiae not 

ijon, wibose eye, like that 0f the sacred dragon, was 
atwaysiOpeo^iMd ikced upon the enemies of America, 
. ininMtatiely crodaed the Delaware after them— pus(1i» 
1^ on detached corps ^ obstruct their sidvance— -gall 
their Hank*— and fall on their rear, while he himself 
vitooved on -with the main body of the ai^my* By the 
SI9^, i(%aton ^ftd advanced as far Monmou#i: and 
WasBagtim^ 'tiroops were close on hi« flank aiQKl 
rear. » Next morning General Lee, with 5000 meli, 
was oixfered to begm die attack i W!a<hington moving 
«ii ktriakly to sup^iiort hknu Out| at he advanced, ^ 
Aifia^&nite astoni&hnient he met Lee retreating, and 
-irfie eoemj pursuing. ** For God** saie^ Gentrdi Leef^ 
jaaid Wwiingtoti with great warmth, "^ wikafs the 
cause of this iil^im^d prudence f^ 

^^ No «iaii,.sir,^ reptitd Lee, quite convulsed wMi 
muge^ ^^corit 5{NP^ a larger pmticii of diat rascaUy vir- 
itue than your Eo^eikncy^lf^ 

D AasftNG along t^ the madmim, Washington rode 
tup to (bis troops, who, at sight of him, rent the «r 
•*[Uh ** Godsavt gr^at W^Mngion /'* 

^*AfY hra^e feUovM,^' said he, "<fflW yt« light?** 

They answered with tJiree cheers f ** Tften f<mt 
mbfout^ mtf heroes J ar»d ckarge.^^'^This order was exe- 
cuted with infinite spirit. The enemy, Ending them- 
selves now warmly opposed in front, made an attempt 
jto turn his left lank ; but were gallantly attacked and 
'driven back. Tkty then made a rapid pu^ih to the 
right : but die brave Gkeenc, with a <:hoice body ^f 
.troops ftnd actittery, repulsed them wkh considerable 
slaughter. At the same mstant, ll^ayne advanced with 
Ilia kgioni and poured in-ao^evere and well -directed 
d fire, that the enemy were glad to regiin their de- 
Ales* Morgan^s jfflcs distinguished themselves that 
^y> Washwgton and l^is heroes lay upcn thek* arms 
all night, resolved to fall on the enemy the moment 
they ^ould attempt their retreat next moraine. Dut 
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dm^.the jit^htt 4^y moved off in Menee: and got 
f u<^ H #iav^ ibat Wa^Mi^^ton thought it dangenm», 
in such tidt weadier, to make a push after Aem. 'Hie 
Americanrlost 58 killed— 140 wounded. The Ri- 
tiah had 249 killed, and the wounds in pn^rtion. 
. Numbers, on both sides, died of the extreme heat^ 
and by drinking €old water* 

In September 1760, an attempt was made to take 
off our Washii^on, and by means which I can hard- 
ly beliere the dd British lion was ever well pleased 
widi. 

I ALLUDB to the affiiir of AmoldV treason. Hiat 
which mak^ rogu^ of thousands, I mean Extrcn^* 
fonce^ was the ruin of this great soldier* Tlibugh 
extremely bmvo, he was of that vulnr sort, who hav- 
ing no taste for the pleasures of the mituiy think of 
n<miing but high living, dress, and show. To rent 
.large houses in Phtladdphia— -to entertain French 
Ambassadors— »to give halls and concerts, and grand 
dinners and suppers— Required more mcniey than he 
could honestly command. And, alas ! such *s the 
' atuff whereof spendthrifts are made, that to fatten 
his Prodigaltttf^ Arnold consented to starve his i?#- 
nesty : and provided he might but figure as a gor- 
.geous Governor, he was content to retail, by the 
billet and the gill, wood and rum un&urly drawn from 
. the commissary's store ! 

CoLOMBL Melcher,the barrapk master, mentioned 
the matter to Congress, who desired him to issue to 
General Arnold no more than his proper rations. He 
. had scarcely returned home when Arnold's servant 
appeared with an ordo* for another large supply of 
J?fim, Hkkortf woody &c. &c. 

^^hiWonM your master ^'^ said Jffelcher, ^^ that he 
carCt home so muc&J^^ 

AJt^OLD immediately came down; ^md in a great 
. pinion asked Colcmel Melcber, if it was true he had 
. prptented his biU ? r 

"Yks, iir/" 
And how durst you do it ;^ed by Google 
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** Bt orier of Cangttss^ sirJ'^ 

At this, Arnold, naif choked with ragcy replied, 
** JD^^n the Rascals / Pltremembcr them for it* Samp* 
son-lUe ril shake the pillars of their Liberty temple 
about their ears /" 

On the evacuation of Philadelphia by the British, 
Gen* Arnold had been appointed temporary gover- 
nor of that city, where he behaved like a desperado, 
who hesitates at nothing to stop the deadly leaks of 
his prodigality, and to keep himself from sinking* 
Among other bold strokes, tie seised and sold large 

Suantities of Aimerican property, pretending it was 
tritish. Complidnts were made to Congress, who, 
unwilling to expose Uie man who had fought so gal- 
lantly for liberty, treated him with great gendeness ; 
and for the same reason, Washington att^ a mild 
TcprooU gave him the command of West Point, with 
a targe body of troops* 

The history of Arnold's embarrassments and his 
quarrel with his countrymen, soon reached New^ 
York* The British commander, well knowing the 
ticklish situation of a proud man, caught on the 
horps of poverty^ sends up major Andre, with mo- 
ney in his pocket. Hie major, by means yet un- 
knot to the public, got near enough to Arnold to 
probe him ; and, alais ! found him, both in principle 
and purse, hollow as an exhausted receiver, and very 
willing to be filled up with English guineas, l^ng* 
Issh guineas, to the tune of ten thoussmd, with the 
rank and pay of Brigadier General, are offered him; 
and Arnold agrees, Oh ! shocking to humanity ! Ar- 
nold agrees to sacrifice Washington. 
" The oudines of the project wiere, it seems, that 
Arnold should m^e such a disposition of the troops 
at West Point, as to enable sir Henry Clinton, so 
completely to surprize them, that they must inevita- 
bly, either lay down dieir arms or be cut to pieces--'' 
with General Washington among them / / The victo- 
- nous British were then, both by land and water, to 
riljBh upon the feeble and dispirited residue of th~ 
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Amerka^n arrmy, in the neighbourbood, utterly ui 
ble to resist, when there woufd follow such a ilaugh.-^ 
tfer of men, and such a swerpmg of artilkry^ amnuf^ 
nitfofiy, sidre^^ &V* &€• as would completely break 
^Wn the spirit of the nation, and reduce them to» 
unconditional submission to the Mirmiry t 

To be certified of this deligtitful truth* Andre, rfur 
ring Washmgtoo's absLiice from West Jrotnt, Gomek 
ashore from a sloop of war, with a stirtout over bia> 
regimentals j spends a day and nigkt with Amolrf l 
sees with his own eyes, the (U^ar iraVn laid, thft 
matches lighted, and every fhing tn readiness^ a few 
nights hence^ to send the old Virginia farmer and his 
repubitc to destruction. 

Every thing being settled ^o satisfaction, Andre 
wishes to set off to carry the gloridus news to Geo- 
Clinton. But, behold ! by a fine stroke of Frovidentiaf 
interference, be cannot get on board the ship ! f Ar- 
nold gives him a horse and a pass to go to New^T^rk 
by land. Under the name of Anderson he passes, ia 
safety, all the guards. Now, like aa uncaged bird, 
afftki Kgfit as the air he breathes, he sweeps along the 
road. His fame brightens before him — stars and 
gd^^fters, coaches and castles, daiMre before his delight- 
ed fancy — even his long-loved reluctant Delia (Miss^ 
Seni'ardj is all his own — she joins in the naiiefn^s gra^ 
fUudc'^-^ftly she rcdls her eyes of fove, and brij^hten- 
ihg in alt her beauty, sinksoA his enraptured breast i 
l6 the midst of these, t^^^'tos hetpp^ thoughts^ be i& 
ihet by three young militia men. Though iK>t otk 
dutVy they chafienge him. He answers by the nam.^ 
of Anderson; shews his pass ; and bounds, away. Here 
the guardian genius of Columbia burst into tears- 
she sJiw the fair of her hero, and her country's liber- 
ties crushed' for ever. Ilry tbii^ eyes, blest saint,^ 
thy Washington is not fallen- yet. The thick bossea 
of .Tehovah^s buckler are before the chief: and the 
shafts of his enemies shalt yet fall to the earth, ac- 
curst—For, scarce had Andre passed the young mi- 
litia-men, before one of them tells his comrades, thai 
" he does not like his hois /* and insis-ts that he shaft 
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be called back^ and questioned again. His answers 
pr&ve hith a spy. Hd MrouM have fled : but they level 
theit* inttequets. Ttembiihg and pale, he otters them 
afatt de^iit gdld-wsitdb to let him go. No! He presses 
on thetn a: j[mr8e bloated with guineas. No! He pro- 
hiises each of them a handsome pension for life — 
hit dil in i^aiH. IPtit power that guarded AVashington 
#aafWTdth witb Andre. On searching him they nnd 
Jii his boot, and in Arnold's own hand^writing^ a plan 
of the whole tonspiracy ! Sons of the generous soul, 
why should 1 t<:Il.hoW major Andre died ? The place 
where hfe gaHow^ stood is overgrown with weeds — 
but^milin^ angds often visit the spot; and it waf 
^athtdrvifhthetetifs of hisjfoes. 

His candour, on his examination, in some sort ex* 
piatect hi$ crimfe. It melted the angel soul of Wash- 
ington : and the tears of thfe hero were mingled with 
the ink that signed the death-warrant of the hapless 
youth. The names pf the young men who arrested 
poor Andre, were, John Pauldinc, David .Wil- 
liams, and Isaac Van Vert. They were at cards 
under ^ large poplar that grew by the road, where 
the major was to pass. Congress rewarded them 
with silver medals ; and settled on each of them 
2200 annually^ for life. 

Americ Aiir writers have recorded a thousand hand- 
some things of unfortunate Andre. They have made 
him scholar, soldier, gentleman, poet, painter, musi- 
eian, and, in short, every thing that talents and 
taste can make a man. The following anecdote will 
show that he was much greater still. 

Some short time before that fatal affair which 
brought him to his end, (said my informant, Mr. 
I>rewy, a painter, now living at Newbem,) a fora- 
ging party from New- York made an inroad into our 
settlement near that city. The neighbours soon as- 
sembled to oppose them ; and, though not above fif- 
teen years old, I turned out with my friends. In com- 
pafiy was another boy, in age and size nearly about 
my own speed. We had counted on a Jine chac^: 
But the British were not to be driven so easily as wc 
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had expected. Standing their, ground, they not only 
put us to flight, but captured several' of ouf* party | 
nyseif scad the ether boy among them. They present- 
ly set out with us for New- York : and, all the way, as 
we were going, my heart ached to think how my poor 
mother and sisters would be distressed when night 
came, and I did not return. Soon as they brought me 
in sight of the prison, I was struck with horror. The 
gloomy wall?, and frightful guards at die doors, and 
wretched crowds at the iron windows, together with 
the thoughts of being locked up there in dark dun- 

feons with disease and death, so overcame me, that 
bursted into tears. Instantly ^ richly dressed o&r 
cer stepped up, and taking me by the hand, widi a 
look ot great tenderness, said, " My dear boy! what 
ntaies you cry ?" I told him I couldnot help it when 
1 compared my present sad prospect with the happy 
one I enjoyed in the morning with my mother and 
sisters at home. " Well^well^ my dear child, (said he) 
donU cry, dorCi cry any more*^ Then turning to the 
jailor ordered him to stop till he should come back. 
Though but a boy, yet I was deeply struck with the 
wonderful difference betwixt this num and the rest 
around me. He appeared to me like a brother; they 
like brutes. I asked the jailor who he was. *' Why^ 
thafs major Andre, (said he angrily) the adjutant' 
general of^the army : and you may thank your stars 
that he saw you ; for I suppose he is gone to the gene* 
ral to beg you ojff\as he has done many of your rf— J 
rebel countrymen. In a short time he returned; and 
with great joy in his countenance called out—*' Wiell, 
my boys, I ve gbod news, good news for you ! The 
General has given you to me^ to dispose of as I choose; 
mid now you are at liberty i So run home to your fond 
parents, and be good boys ; mind what they tell you : 
say your prayers; love one another; and God Almighty 
will bless you!^ 

And yet Andre perished, on a gallowa, while Ar- 
nold, after living to old age, died in his bed ! ! Shall 
we hence infer with Brutus, that " Virtue is but an 
empty name ?'* and that Andre had been crood in vain? 
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^od forbid ! OoodaeM^ laid lia|^inetft we irn'mM^ Heap 
ve^ ha^thjoincif them $€f€th9r^ rni^ BeU cuMt^ 
them asuudtrf For prooi^ wc vecd go no further than 
to Andre himself— to Andre in prkam t Evea in thalf 
kut and gl0ami$0t sceMjif his kCr, we see Ae power 
which v]i;tue hi|a to iUummace the datfi^ tor enliven ^ 
^adf and to rake bovvotariea aboire tbit tervpra of 
death. In the first .moment of hie captiure, whea 
vulgar minds are tMiniking oif noth«»g but se^fre* 
arroa/jan^he is thinking of n^thing.but^Ai^ and f^ne^ 
rpsity. R^gard)eM;0^ hMaaeUl^ he ia only anxioaa fo« 
Arnold. Having by letter advised that wreuhcd man 
of hie AmfsTf and ginre him* time |o escape^ he then 
gallai^ly asserts his own real eharacter; and avows 
himself '« iJU Ai^mUmt General e/the BHtkk art^f.^^ 
. Tim triittk is^ be. had been aent by Gen. Clinton^ 
on a dirUr piece of bttsiaesafor which he was* not fit ; 
and of which he was so heartily ashaavedf that he m* 

Kars to have been wil|u^ toaione for k with has Hie* 
ence to the quf^stiona put at haa trial, he smswered 
^th a cEpdoiir wh|ch at wee snrj^riaed and melted 
ttie Court Martiai^^t answered, with the candoiav of 
a mbd which if^ared its mum cendemnatiommare than 
that of any humacr tribun|d.--fHe tieard his sentence af 
death with perteqt indiffereoce i and at the placeaf 
exep^tion behav^ lik^.one who had ftilfiUed me high 
duties of son,, bff^hert and tiaOfWilh constant attea^ 
tion to a happj imgiortalky^ Thua giving the fiienda 
pi virtue abundant caose to e^Klaim : 

'^ Far more tru^ peace the <^ifig Andre felt, 
** Than Arnold ever knew in prosperous guik«** 

He, poor wretch, survived I but (^ly to live a life^at 
pnce hafed and despised — hated by the British Geae« 
ral, whom he had shown capabk of eueaseinatmg' the 
man ht^ could notc^na nfr-^Aal^i/by the British unity, 
whom be had robbed of one of its brig^Uest ooma* 
ments«— and hated by the ofilcere^ who could not hem 
to see what thev called ** a </«^aM»V traitor^^ no 
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otolyUtttrodaced into their cbttipie^, bat placed ovef 
ftcir heads ? In shorty Am<Ad was an eyc'sore to eve- 
ry man of nonour in England, where he was often 
ttiost grossly insulted. 

Soon after his flight to England Witfi the slender 
remains of the British army, he went down to Soudi- 
ampton, where the broken-hearted Mother and Sis* 
ters of the unfortunate Andre tived. And so little . 
was he acquainted with die human heart, that he 
called to tee them i On hearing his name aimounced 
by the servant, they burst into tears ; and tent hiiki 
word, that *« $hey did not wish to eee him.^ ■ '/' 
The moment h0 received Major AndreV letter, 
the terrified AtikM made his escape to New-Tork. 
British historiansiiave wondered that he left his 
irife in the power of Washington. But Arnold knew 
. in idiom he trusted : and the generous man behav- 
ed exacdy as Arnold had foreseen ; for he immedi- 
ately sent him his dodies and ba^ge ; and wrote 
a polite letter of condolence to his lady, offering her 
a conveyance to her husband, or to her friends in 
Pennsylvania. 

Washirotoh now waged the war with various 
success. On the one hmd, his hero-of Saratoga 
(Gates) iras defeated with great loss, at Camden ; 
on the other^ the British lost, on the Kling^-Moun- 
tain, the brave Colonel Ferguson, with all his army, 
1,400 men. Colonel Ferguson and his men were 
supposed by the British, the most exquisite marks* 
men alive. And indeed to hear thc^ir oravadoeSf one 
would suppose, that give them but guns of a proper 
calibre, and they would think it a light affair to snuff 
the moon, or drive the centre of the fixed stars. But 
the American Rtfie^boys soon let them into a truer 
way of thinking. For in a few rounds they pink'd 
^ tlie brave CcSonel, and put 300 of his exquisite 
marksmen asleep; which struck such a wholesome 
panic into the survivors, that the) threw down their 
arms^ and like thrif^ gendemen called^put right 
lustily for (juartcw, o,..ed5^^^ogr & 
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. Birr few of the Americans fcU ; but among thaao 
was ones whose fame ^ Time with hu own eternal lip 
^haU $tng:^ I mean the brave Col. Williams. He 
it was, whose burning words first kindled the yow^ 
farmers at theii^ ploughs, and kd them to the ICing 
Mountain, to measure their youthful rifles with 
Ferguson's hi^ro^s. On receiving the ball which 
opened in his breast the oimson sluice of life, he 
was borne by his aids, into the rrory where he was 
•carceiy laid down^ fainting with loss of blood, before 
n voice was heard, loud exckttming, ^ Hurra I Jfy 
B§yel theday u^ourcrwnl thedayutmrawnlthe^ 
ore <rtnngfor quartere f^ Instmly he started, as 
from the inctpit^t sleep of death ; and, opening his 
heavy eyes, eageriy called out, ^ My OodI who are 
^rywfor quarters ^'-^*' The Briiuh ! The Brk^ 
ioh f^ re|4ied the po wder4dackened~ riflemen. At 
thb, one last beam of joy l%hted in a smile on his 
dying face : then faintly ^hnftnn'g^God he prtAeed t 
he bowed his head in everlasiing pl»ee. 

Jot follow thee, my brother, to his blest pmc« 
SENCE, who sent thee, a pHlar of fire, to bbist the mad 
efforu of men fighting agakuP their brethren! On 
earth thy fame shall never fail. Children y^ !^^^^ 
shall lisp the name of WiUiams. Their cherub lips 
shall often talk of him whose patriot eye beheld 
them, afer ofi*, smiling cm the breast, and with a 
pirent^s ardour hasted to ward from their guildess 
beads the curses of monarchy. 

Aftsk the defeat of Gates, Wa^ingtoo aem on 
his favourite Greene to head the southern army 
against the victoriqus Comwallis and Tarktom 
With Gvreene he joined the famous Morgan, whose 
riflemen had performed sUcb signal service during 
the war. 

^ To draw Comwallis's attentfon^ from a blow medi • 
tated against the British post at Ninety^Six, Greene 
detached Moi^innto PauletV river, near the^neigh* 
bourhood of Comwallia and Tarleton. Imme<liate«- 
ly the pride of Tarleton rose. He begged of his 
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(nmd^ lord RawdM, tm obiahi lor Itim the permU* 
•ion of 4he commander ki chief to go ind aftnek 
Morgan. ♦♦ Byifeaven^ my tord, (s»d he) / cmM 
lam dtrire a^nerfMher in my cap than CoL Mar- 
gmu Such a friaonerwouV make my firtune?^ 
Ah^ Ben^ (replied Rawdon verf oooUy) ytm had 
tetter let the M wai^oner akne*^ And onr sdute 
eould tattcfy, fMnniewon at length was granted him ; 
and he Mtanily set out. At parting, be said to 
lord RawdoB with a smik, ** My hrd^ if you %»&l 
ie ea eUiging ae to wait dinner^ the day after t#- 
wiorrvw^ tiMfmr a^hdk^CoL Morgan 9hMheoneof 
your lordeh^e gueate?^ ^' Very wetL, Ben^ {wkA 
the other) we ekaU wait. But remember^ Morgan 
was ireugkt up under Washingt^tJ^^^^Tnrieion wtm 
followed to bakttle t^ about lOOOdioice iitfantry und 
S50 horse, witk two field piece«» To oppose this 
^riwdable iopct^ Moi^gan had but 5U0 mHitia^ SOO 

' ragtitara, and 75 horse. His militia were tut mtti* 
tia« His Fegidlirs w«re the famous Martlamd 
f4DifE ied ixy Howard ; men who would have done 
boaour to the plains of Au^erlitz. The intPepid 
Oesatx, who tamed tl» dde of war in the blooAy 
strife of Marengo, was only e«|ttal to Washington^ 
Col. of the horse. Morgan had no wish to fight. But 
TaHeton compelled hitn ; fer about two hours before 
day oa the 1 zdi of January, 1781 , some of Washing- 
ton's cavslrycame galloping into camp wUhnews 
that the British were but eight miles off, and would 
beapbydn^break. Instantly Morgan called a-c^i/n- 
eHrf-war^ composedotilyof Howard, Washington, 
and hianself. '' We^, gentleasen," Said he, '' what's 
^ to be done^ shall w<e fight or fly ? shall we leateour 

-^friends to our enemies ; and burning our meal and 
^ bacon, so hardly got, turn out.again into the st^rv- 
^ ing woods I or slndl wae atand ^ both, and fight 

••* lil^menl** 

^* Nohumtngl «o flying,** relied they, ^* but let's 
** stand, and fi^ttikc men P 

^ « W«fa. Aen, my ibrave fdldws, ^said Morgan) 
* wake up the troops and prepare for action '" 
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The ground, qq which this very memorable battle 
was fought, was an open pine barren. The militia 
were drawn up about two hundred yards in front of 
the regulars, and the horse son>e small distance in 
the reat^* Just after day break, the British came in 
sight; and halting within a quarter of a mile of the 
militia, began to prepare for battle. The Sun had 
just risen, as the encmy^with loud shouts, advanced 
to the charge. The militia, hardly waiting to give 
them a distant fire, broke and fled for their horses, 
whicK Were tied at some distaiice on the wings of 
the Maryland line. Tarleton's cavalry pushed hard 
after the fugitives^ and, coming up with them just 
as they had reached their horses, began to cut them 
down. Unable to bear that sight. Col. Washington, 
with his corps, dashed on to their rescue. As if cer- 
tain of victory, TarletonVmcn were M scattered in 
the cAa«e/.... Washington's heroes, op the contrary, 
sensible of the year/l/Zo^db against them, advanced 
close and compact as the Spartan phalanx^ Then 
sudden and terrible the charge was made ! Like men 
fighting, life in hand, all at once they rose high on 
their stirrups ! while in streams of lightning their 
swords came down, and heads and arms, and caps, 
and carcasses, distainecl with spouting gore, rolled 
fearfully all around. Mournfully from all sides the 
cries mi the wounded were heard^ and the hollow 
groans of the dying. 

Agonizing with rage and grief, Tarleton beheld 
the tL\f;htoi his boasted victory^ sind the shiughter of 
his bravest troops. He flew to reanimate them. He 
encouraged — he threatened — he stormed and raved. 
But all in vain. No time was given to rally ; for 
like the heavy ship under crowded canvas, bursting 
through the waves, so, strong and resistless, Wash- 
ington's squadron went on, hewing down and over- 
throwing every thing in their way. Confounded by 
such a fatal charge, the British cavalry could not 
support it; but broke and fled in the utmost precipi- 
tation ; while, bending forward dVe^mttfflg horses, 
L 
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and waving their blood-stained swords, the loud- 
shouting Americans pursued. The woods resound- 
ed with the noise of their flight. 

As when a mammoth suddenly dashes in atnong 
a thousand bitiTatoes, feeding at large on the vast 
plains of Missouri ; all at once the i'nnunierous herd^ 
with wildly rolKng eyes, and hideous bellowtngs^ 
break fonh into flight, while, close at their heels, the 
roaring monster follows. Earth trembles as they^fly. 
Such was the noise in the chase of Tarleton, whtn 
the swords of Washington's cavalry pursued hit 
troops from the famous fields of the Cowpens. It was 
Tike a peal of thunder, loud roaring at first, but . 

S'adually dying on the ear as it rolls away aioqg 
e distant air. 

By this time the British infantry had come up'i 
and, having crossed a little valley, just as they ascen- 
ded the hill, they found themselves within twenty 
steps of Howard and his regulars, who received them 
with a right soldierly Welcome, and, taking good aim, 
poured in a general and deadly fire. A slaughter so 
entirely unexpected, threw the enemy into confusion. 
Seeing this wonderful change in the battle, the nrili- 
tia recovered their spirits, and began to form on the 
right of the regulars. Morgan waving his sword, in- 
stantly rode up /to them^and with a voice of thunder 
roared out, ** Hurra! my brave fellows^ Jorm\ form! 
Old Morgan was never I tat in liis Hfe.^.anejire mont^ 
my heroes^ and t/ieday is our own /*' With answer- 
ing shouts, both regulars and militia then advanced 
upon the enemy ; and, following their fire with tlve 
bayonet, instantly decided the conflict. The ground 
was covered with the dead. The tops of ^he aged 
pines shook with the ascending ghosts. With feeb!e 
crie^and groans, at once they rose, like flocks taf 
Snow-whiie swans when the cold blast strikes them 
oa the lakes of Canada, and sends them on wide- 
spn ad wings Jar to the south to seek a happier clime. 

M ASHiNCTON pursued Tarleton 20 miles ! and, 
durii g the race, was often so near him, that he could 
easily have killed him with a pistol shot. But haviag 
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ttirictly ri>iJ)iddeD his men to fire a pistol that daji 
be. could not resolve to ba*tuik his own orders. If pw* 
«wer there was one of his men who broke them . At 
one time Washington was 30 or 40 yards ahead of 
his, men. T^rlcton observing; this^ s^dd^nly wheel- 
ed with a couple of Ws dragoons to cut him off* 
Washington, with more courage than prudence pcfr 
haps, dashed on, and rising on his stirrups, mad^ a^ 
blow at Tarleton, with such force, that it heat dotWOi 
bis guard and mutilated one or two of his fingers. 
In this unprotected state, one of the British dragaokis 
wa^ aiming a stroke which must have killed hiou 
9ut, th« good genii, wha gukrd the nan^e of Wtfs^ 
ixigton^ prevailed : for in that critical moment a mene 
dwarf of a Frenchman rushed up, and with a pislol 
baU shivered the arm , of the. Briton. \ The^ other 
dfagoon attempted to wheel o^ ; but was cut do w% 
Tarieton made hi^ escape. 

Tarlbton was brave, but not generous. He could 
not bear to hear another's praise. When some U|t 

of Washington^ he replied with a scornful air, tbat> 
** Me tumid bt very gbid to get a sight ofQoU Wqsh^ 
ington^ He had heard nmck talk of him J'* h^ aaid^ 
*♦ but hadnever seen Mm y^^." '* Why^ sir^^ rejo^ped 
Qtis of the ladies^ ** f/*^^ had hoied behind y^u 
itebaiile.o/tbe Cowpens^ yavk might easily hcfoe p^ 
joyed that ptaasurtj. 

WifitE ui the MighboitrhoQd of Hj^lif^^^ Noi^fb- 
CavuHnavTaijefton (jimd in % Iftrgio e^mi^ny* Tk^ 
dcgaivtand witqrJMr^ Witey jQfi9»Ji9pp^9i;^l9^bfc 
of the pariyA. ThobiditiSi %vhQ^ wm« Qhi^y.^^bigi, 
vtcHeirequently pvajsing XhHf braver CoU Wfi^ng- 
tdil. Tarlbton wkh JoQkftt OQDsi^er^ly «pgfy^ i^' 
pUcd, ♦♦ thikhe was ¥«rj^ wtocb a^irpri^cd tim t^ 
^ Anorfacaoto .should thinJi ao hig<bly ^ Calf Wf^- 
^^ ington I forv from what he ccmld kavn, he wfi# <^c 
**^. an iilheratt:; ftrllow, and could h^dly write b^ ii^if n 
** oame^'^ ** Tbal »ay b^ wy lr»p (replied. Mi». 
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Jones) ** but I believe, sir, you can testify that he 
♦* knows how to make his mark.*' Poor Tarleton 
looked at his crippled (ingtr, ' and bit his lips with 
rage. 

General Washington continued the war against 
the British till IT81 ; when Cornwallis pushed into 
Virginia, and fortified himself at York-Town. But 
the eye of Washington was upon him ; and wiili an 
address, which, the British historians say, was never 
equalled, he concerted a plan that ended in the total 
destruction of CornwalHs. He artfully wrote letters 
to Greene, informing, that, ** in order to relieve 
Virf^inia^ he was determined immediately to attack 
NeW'Tork*^ These letters were so disposed as to 
fall into the right hands. Clinton took the alarm. 
Bat while the British general was in daily expecta- 
tion of a visit from him, Washington and his army, 
were now across the Delaware, with full stretch to 
the south, darkening the day with their clouds of 
ix>lling dust. Comwallis saw that the day^of his fall 
was at harm. He had done all that a braive (would 
to God we could add^ 2l humane) man could do ; 
but all in vain. On the last day of September, Wash* 
Ington sat down before York, with 100 pieced of 
heavy artillely. On the Tth of October this -dread- 
ful train began to thuiuitr i and the British works 
sunk before them. Lord Comwallis, unwilling 16 
expose his army to the destruction of a general as- 
9ault, agreed on the 17th to surrender. Tliia was 
Justly- considered the close of the war; which having 
been begun with oupplica'tion^ Washington piously 
ordered to be finished with thanksgiving. 

In the siege of Yorktown, the beliaviour of the 
Americans was^ as usual, generous and noble. The 
«miable Col.Scammel,adjutant^generaiof the Ame 
rican army, and unconnmonly beloved by them, was 
dangerously wounded and taken prisoner by some 
British diagoons, who barbarously trotted him on 
tx;fore them^ three miies^ into town, where he prc- 
sendy died of fever and loss of blood. Great was 
the mouming for ScammeL In a few nights after. 
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Washington gpivc orclers toBtorm two of the enemy's 
tedoubtSf which w«re carried almost in an instant. 
The British called fortjuart-^^? A voice of death wss 
heard, " Rememher po jt Scammei J'*^^^'" k^member^ 
jg^mtiemen^ you are Americiins !^^ was rejoined by the 
commander: and instantly the pmntsof the Ani<?l[i* 
can bayonets Were thrown tip towards ^aoKieii ^ 

This conduct of the French also, was such as to 
entitle them to equal |>raisew 

For when the British marched <9UC to lay down 
their arms, the French officers were seen to shed 
tears. They coBdoled with the Sritish^ a|id tendered 
them their purses 1 — Glortoos proof, that God never 
intended meti to he, as some wickedly term i(> natur^ 
<d enemies 

On hearing In Congress the fall of Comwallis^ 
the door»keepcr swooned with joy-^-*-on hearing the 
vame news announced in parliament, lord North fell 
back in his chairy in the deepest diatress. On re- 
ceipt of the f;lad tidings, Congress bi^oke forth int* 
isongs of praise to God ^ Parliamt!nt into execrations^ 
Ugaiost their iPrime Minister-— Congress hastened 
to the. temple to pay their vows to the Mo4t Htgh-f 
the Parliament went to Bt. Jameses with a petition 
to the King for a change of men and measures* 
The King was graciously pleased to hear the voice 
^f their prayer. Men and measures werechanged^ 
«nd a decree was passed that whoever should ad- 
vise war and a farther widening of the breach be* 
tween Britain and America, should be denounced 
«n equal enemy «o both. Then fall leafed and greea 
the oUve hraach of peace was held out to the na- 
tions^ and the eyes ofmilKons, on both sides of the 
\rater, were (ifted in transport to the lovely sigu 
The stem features of war were relaxed •; and glsul- 
•dening smHes hegan su^in to brighten «ver ths 
"^ human Jace divined Sut Washington heheld thft 
lovely sight with doubt* Long accustomed uner • 
fingly to predict what Britsun would do^ from what 
%e lcne# she had power to do, he ^had motbAng m 
4kMie(, "buitiv^frv thing to /Sr<ir. Amcnct^witboiftr 
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ney m* credif /-^ct OffBcers, without a dollar in their 
pocket, strolling irf>out camps in long beards and dir- 
ty shirts— 4ief soldiers often without a crust in their 
knapsacks or a dram in their canteens-^and her 
cititens fv^ry where sick and tired of war ! — ^Great- 
Britain, on the other hand, every where victorious 
over Ac flints of her enemies— completely mistress 
of the watery world, and, Judas-lilce, bag-bearer of 
its commerce and cash ! with such resources, with 
ail these trumps in her hand$, will she phy quits ^ and 
make a drawn game of it? Impossible ! but if she 
shotild, ** it must be the work of that Providence 
** ^ho Tuleth in the armies of Heaven and earth, 
^ and whose hand h^s been visibly displayed in 
** every step of our progress to independence.** 
** Nothing,'* continued Washington, ** can remove 
•* my doubts but ah order from the mrinistry to re- 
** move their fleets and armies.*' 

That welcome order at length, was given ! and 
the British troops, sprucely powdered and perfumed, 
4n eager thousands hied on board their ships. 

** Jl/fAanisbumno^r/'' the stamping boatswain cryMi 
^ JM hands unmoor!*^ the joyous crew replied. 

T^EN in a mometit ttiey all fly to work. Some 
seizing the ready handspikes, vault high upon the 
.windlasses ; thence coming down all at once with the 
iiearty Yo-heave-O, they shake the sounding decksi* 
and tear from their daA oozy beds the ponderouf^ 
lynchers. Others, with halyards hard strained 
through the 'creaking blocks, sway aloft the wide- 
^tended yardSy and spread their canvas to ihe gale^i 
#hich, with increasing freshness, bears the broad* 
winged ships rti foam and thunder through the waves. 
Great was the |oy 6f the multitude ; for ^hey wens 
hastentng to revisit thejr lao/ivi? /tf/k/^ and to meet 
those eyes t]ff love which create a heaven in a virtu- 
ous breast. But the souls of some Were sad. ThejsiJ 
WeviB'the rrAfc^iqr Aw, whc^e thoughts were oi^ tbis 
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tetter hopes of former days ! To them^ the flow* 
ing bowl, the lively joke, the hearty hiugh anH song, 
gave no delight ; nor yet the blue fit Ids of ocean 
brightly shining round, with all her yo\ing billows 
wantoning before the playful breeze. Thlir country 
ruined, and themselves repulsed, how t:Ould they re- 
joice ! Then slowly retiring from the noisy crew, by 
themselves apart they saton the lofty stern, high 
above the burning track which the ships left behind 
them in their rapid flight* There., deep in thought, 
they sat with eyes sad fixed on the ^essening shores, 
and ruminated even to melancholy. The dismal 
War returns upon their thoughts, with the pleasant 
days ol '76, then bright with hope, but, now, alas! 
all darkened uv despair. ^* 'Twas then,** said they, 
^^ we first approached these coasts, shaded far and 
wide with our navies, nodding tall and stately over 
the heaving surge. From their crowded decks 
looked forth myriads of blooming warriors, eagerly 
gazing On the lovely shores, the furms, and flocks, 
Und domes, fondly regarded as thw own^ with all. 
the bi auteous maids, the easy purchase of a bloodless 
strife ! But ah, vain hope ! Washington met us in his 
strength. His people poured around him as the 
brindled sons of the desert around their sire when 
Jie lilts his terribljt: voice, and calls them from their 
dens, to aid him in war against the mighty rhino- 
ceros. The battle raged along a thousand fields—- 
A thousand streams ran purple with British gore* 
And now of all our blooming warriors, alas ! how 
fewremainr! Pierced by the fatal rifle, far the greater 

Eart now press their bloody beds. Therr^ each oo 
is couch of honour, lie those who were once the 
flower of our host. There lies the gallant Frazef, 
the dauntless Ferguson, the accomplished DonOp, 
and that pride of youth, the generous Andrew with 
thousands equally brave and good. But, O! ye 
dear partners of this cruel strife, though fallen, ye 
are not forgotten ! Often, with tears do we see yoa 
stilly as when you rejoiced with us at the least, or 
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fought by our sidf a in battk* But vain waa att our 
valour. God fought for Washington. Hcuc<? our 
choicest troops arc falltrn btifoinr him ; and we^ the 
aad remaiiva of war^ are now rfcturnihg, iuglorioua^ 
to our native shorca. Land of tltf graves of Hcr 
roes, jarc well ! Ghosts of the nOblc dva^l ! chide oof 
ihe steps of our departure ! ye are left: but it is in 
the land of brothers^ who ofle4i nnoumed the death 
which their vsOimr gavtr. Bwt now the vinnaUiral 
strife ia past, and peace rctarna. And O ! with 
peace may that spirit return which oncifr warmed 
the hearts of AmericadM towards their British 
brethren, when the sight of our tall ships was w««jt 
to spread joy along their shores 5 and whjtfn the plaiiT 
t«r, viewing his cototni-covered field»» rejoictfd that 
be w^ preparing' employw^ot ainl bnrad tQl? thou- 
sands of our' p»or ! !'' 

The hostile, fleets and armies thu» miiibdrawn^ 
and the Independence of his counti^^ acknowledge!; 
Washington pt oicceded vatihe tommiwid of Congrcsa, 
^to dibbrtrid aic aiiViyl To Itris events inougif! of ait 
^^nhera the dearest to hifs heai^t, ht had ever looked 
forward withtfetnblingtiiixiei}'. Loving hi^sbldiera 
at hia children^ how cowid h« tcil thei* the paiafid 
truth which the p«yreny oihiscoun^y^^iad imposed 
on him i How could he tell then^ that after all die)r 
bad done and suffered wMv him, tbey must noir 
ground their arms, and return home, mai^ oFdiem 
.wtthout a deceat suit 00 their batks^ or a pemvy' 111 
their pockeui 

Bm* he wis i^ti the pain of mating this cew^ 
munkation; for they sbon received it fn^mianothei- 
quarter, and witbetrctimataffices^lculated to kindle 
the fiercest indign^eion agaiilst their cmtntry. Let- 
ters i^ere industrtoiMly circulated thibugh the army, 
painting in the strongest colburis, fheii^ uKp&rallel^ 
aofForings^ and the ingratitude of Congressf. 

^* CoMFiDiNO in her hotiour,'* 6aid the ivrStcfr, 
" did you not cheerfully eAiist in the service of your 
** ctumtry, and for her dear sake encounter all 0^ 
** evils of a soldier*s life ? Have you not beaten the 
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ice-bound road fall many a wintry day, without 
a shot: to your bleeding feet ; and wasted ihelong 
* bitter night, wiihoiit a tent, to shelter your heads 
** from the pelting storm ? Have }»ou not borne the 
** brunt oJmany a bloody fight, and, from the bunds 
•* of hard struggling foes, torn the glorious prize, 

** YOUR COUNTKY-S INDBP£ND£NGE ? Aftd noW ^ftcr 

** ril— after wasting in her service the flower of your 
** days-^-wich bodies broken under arms, and bones 
*•* with ^hc pains' and aches of a aigven year's war, 
^ will you sdffer yourstflves to be sent tiomt; in rags 
^* to your families, to spend the sad remains of life 
** in poverty and ^corii ?-*— No ! my brothers in arms ! 
•* 1 trust you will not. I trust you bear no such 
•* coward minds. I tmst^ that after having fought 
** so bravely for the Tt^ts of others, you will now 
** fight a5 bravely for your oww rights. And now is 
** the accepted time wid golden hour of redress, 
'** while you have weapons in your hands, the 
^* strength of an army to support you, and a beloved 
•* General at your head, ready to lead you to that 
** Justice which you owe to yourselves, and, which 
** you have so long but vainly expected from an un- 
*♦ gi^ateful country." 

Thbse letters produced, as might have been ex- 
pected, a most alarming effect. Rage, like a fire in 
secret, began to burn throughout the camp. Wash- 
ington soon perceived it. He discovered it in his 
Soldiers, as, gathered into groupes, they stood and 
murmured over their grievances, while, with furious 
looks and gestures, they stamped on the earth, and 
hurled their curses against Congress. Gladdening 

^at such success of his first letters, the writer instant- 
ly sent around a st^cond series, still more artful and 

-inflammatory than the first. The passionsof the army 
now rose to a height that threatened instantaneous 
explosion. But still their eyes, beaming reverence 

and love, were turned towards their honoured chief, 

to whom they had ever looked as to a father. 
'OFTEN'had they marked his tears, as, visiting their 

encampments, he beheld tly:m sufFering and sinking: 
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under ft: vers and fluxes, for watit of clothes and pro- 
visions. Often, had they hushed their coniplaints, 
trusting to his promises that Congress woiild still 
remember them. But behold! his promises and 
their hopes are all alike abortive ! 

And will not Washington, the friend of justice 
and father of his army, avenge them on a government 
which has thus basely defrauded them,and deceived 
him ? There needed but a glance of his approbation 
to set the whole army in motion^ Instantly with fixed 
bayonets they would have hurled the hated Ccmgress 
from their seata, and placed their beloved Washings 
ton on the throne of St. Tammany. Here, no doubt, 
the tempter flashed the dangerous diadem before the 
eye9 of our Countryman. But Religion at the sani^ 
time, pointed him to the great lover of order, 
holding up that crown, in comparison of which the 
diadems of kings are but dros^. Animated with such 
hopes he had long cherished that ardent philanthro- 
py which sighs for liberty to all couptries, and es- 
pecially to his own. For Liberty he had fought and 
C^quered ; and now considered it, with all its bless* 
ings, as at hand. ^^ Tet a little whiles and America 
" shall become the glory of the earth-* — a nation of 
" Brothers, enjoying the golden reign of equal laws, 
** and rejoicing under their own vine and fig-tree, 
^ and no tyrant to make them afraid. And shall 
^* these glorious prospects be cjarkened ? shall they 
^ be darkened by Washinqton ! shall he, ever the 
** friend of his country, become her bitterest enemy, 
** by fixing upon her again the iron yoke of monrar- 
** chy f shall he ! the Father of his army, become 
^^ their assassin, by establishing a government that 
** shall swallow up their liberties for ever V* 

The idea filled his soul with horror. Instead, 
therefore, of tamely yielding to the wishesof his ar- 
my to their own ru'in^ he bravely opposes them to 
their true good: and instead of drinking in, with trai- 
torous smile, the hosaijnas that would* have made 
hi in king, he darkens hishrow of parental displeasure 

4..: 
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at their impiety. He flies to extmguish their risking 
rebellion. He addresses letters to the officers of die 
dtmyy desiring thera to meet him at an appointed 
time and place. Happily for America, the voice of 
Washington still sounded in their ears, as the voice of 
a father. His officers^ to ^a man, all gathered around 
him; while, with a countenance inspiring veneration 
and love, he arose and addr4:ssed the eager-listening 
chiefs. He began with reminding them of the great 
object for which they had first drawn their swords, 
u e. THE LIBERTY OF THEIR COUNTRY. He ap- 
plauded that noble spirit with which they had sub- 
mittedTto so many privations-^r-combated so many 
dangers-— and overcome so many difficulties. And 
now, said he, after having thus waded, like Israel of 
old, through a Red Sea of Uood, and withstood &e 
thundering Sit^ats of British fury; after having crush- 
ed the fiery serpents of Indian rifles, and trampled 
down those insidious Amsdekites, the tories— after 
having travelled through a howling wilderness of 
war, and, with the ark of your country's liberties in 
camp, safely arrived on the borders of Canakn, and in 
sight of the glorious end of all your labours, wiU 
you now give yourselves up the dupes of a ^ Brttisi 
emissar*^^ and for the sordid Jlesh-pots of a few 
months' pay, rush into civil war, and fall back to a 
worse than Egyptian bondage ? Ngrl my brave coun- 
trymen: I trust you will not : I trust, that sm army so 
famed throughout the world for patriotism, will yet 
maintain its reputation. I trust, that your behaviour 
cm this last, this most trying occasion, will fill up the 
measure of your heroism, and stamp the American 
character with never-dying fame. You have achiev- 
ed miracles. But a greater miracle still remains to 
be achieved. We have had the glory to conquer our 
enemies ; now for the greater glory to conquer our- 
selves. Other armies, after subduing the enemies 
of their country, have themselves, for power and {dun- 
der^ become her tyrants, and trampled her liberties 
under foot. Be it our nobler ambition^ after suflbr- 
M 
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ings unparalleled for our .needy^counUy, to return 
cheerful, though pennyless, to our homes; and pa- 
tiently wait the rewards which her gratitude will, 
one day, assuredly bestow. In the mean time, beating 
our swords into ploughshares, and our bayonets into 
reaping hooks, let us, as peaceful citizens, cultivate 
those fields £n>m which,, as victorious soldiers, w« 
lately drove the enemy* Thence, as from the noblest 
of theatres, you will display a spectacle of patriot- 
ism never seen before. 'ITou will teach the delight- 
ed world, that men are capable of finding a heaven in 
noble actions : and you will give occasion to posterity 
to say, when speaking 6f your present behaviour, 
had this day been wanting, the triumph of our fa- 
thers' virtues would have been incomplete." 

As he spcdce, his cheeks, naturally pale, were red- 
dened over with virtue's pure venbilion: while his 
eyes, of coerulean blue, were kindled up with those 
indescribable fires which fancy lends to an angel ora« 
^r, animating poor mortals to the sublimest of gpd- 

"«) deeds. His words were not in vain. From lips 
of w'lsdom, and long-tried love, like his, such (counsel 
vrcHight as though an oracle had spoken. Instantly 
a oofni^iittee of the whole was formed, with general 
Knox at their head, who, \n thirty mi|iutes,^f ported 
the following resolutions, which were unanimously 
adopted: 

^^ B]&80|.v£i>— that having engaged in the war 
^^ frcHn nM>tive8 of the purest love and zeal for the 
^ rights of man, no circumstance of distress or dan- 
** ger shall ever induce us to sully the glcMjr we have 
** acquired at the price of our blood, and eight yeara' 
" faidiful service^ 

*^ Resolved— that we continue to have an unsha- 
^ ken confidence in the justice of congress and our 
** country. 

" RESOLVED-rthat We view with abhorrence, and 
t^ reject with disdain, the infamous proposition con- 
M tamed in a late anonymous* address to the offic^» 
<* of the armv.^' Digitized by ^oogie 



LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 123 

The officers then hasted back to their troops, who 
had been impatiently expecting them ; and related 
Washington's speech. They also stated as his firm 
conviction, that ** the claims of every soldier would 
** be liquidated; his accounts accurately ascertained; , 
** and adequate funds provided for the. payment of 
'^ them, as soon as the ctrcumstances of the nation 
^ would permit." 

The soldiers listened to this communication with 
attention; and heard the close of it without a mur- 
mur. ** They had no great opinion, they said, of cbn- 
gres3— but having gone such lengths for duty and 
old George, they supposed they might as weU now 
go a little farther, and make thorough work of it. A 
little pay would, to be sure, have been very welcome : 
and it was a poor military chest that cotild not aiFord 
a single dollar, e^pecisdly as some of them had hun- 
dre4s of miles to their homes. But surely the peo- 
ple won't let us starve for a meal's victuals by the 
wayj especially after we have beeti so long fighting 
their battles. So, in God's name, we'll even shoul- 
der our knapsacks, whenever our old general shall 
say the word." 

The next day the brefiking up of the armybegan, 
which was conducted ^n the following manner: The 
troops after breakfafift were ordered under arms. On 
receiving notice thS^t th^y were ready to move, Wash- 
ingtoa with his aids, rode out on the plains of their 
ericampAieik; where/he sat on his horse awaiting their 
arrivsiL^The troops got in motion, and with fifes 
Md muffled drums playing the mournful air of Hos- 
Mn Castle^ marched up for the last time, into his 
presence. Every countenance was shrouded in sor- 
row. At a signal given, they grounded their arms. 
Then, waving their hats, and faintly crying out " God 
save great Washington^'* through watery eyes they 
gave him a long adieu, and wheeled oflF in files for 
their native homes. With pensive looks his eye pur- 
sued them as they retired, wide spreading over the 
fields. But when he saw those brave troops who had 
so lonff obeved him. and who had iust given such an , 
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evidence of their affection— when he saw them slow- 
ly descending behind the distant hills, shordy to dis- 
appear for ever, then nature stirred all the father 
within him, and gave him up to tears« But he wept 
not ** as those without hope.^^ He rejoiced in the 
remembrance of him who treasures up the toils of 
the virtuous, and will, one day, bestow that reward 
which ** this world cannot give.*^ 

But the nehole army was not disbanded at once.^ ' 
Shortly after this he went down to New-York to 
finish what remained of his duty as commander ia 
chief, and to prepare to return home. On the last 
day that he was there, it being known that he meant 
to set out for Virginia at one o^clock, all his officers, 
who happened to be in town, assembled at Francis'9 
tavern, where he lodged, to bid him a last farewelL 
About half after twelve the general entered the 
room, where an elegant collaticm was spread : but 
none tasted it. Conversation was attempted: but it 
failed* As the clock struck one, the general went 
to the side-board, and filling out some wine, turned 
to his officers, and begged they would join him in a 
glass. Then, with a look of sorrow and a faltering 
voice, he said, '* Well my brave brothers in arms, we 
** part— perhaps to meet in this life no more. And 
** now I pray God to take you all in his holy keepings 
•* and render your latter days as prosperous as the 
•* past have been glorious.'* 

' Soon as they had drunk, he beckoned to general 
Knox, who approached and pressed his hand in tears 
of delicious silence. The officers all followed his 
example ; while their manly cheeks, swollen with 
grief, bespoke sensations too strong for utterance. 
This tender scene being over, he moved towards the 
door, followed by his officers. By this time the street 
from the hotel to the river was filled with light in- 
fantry, and thousands of citizens, who all attended 
him in silence to the water-side, where he was to 
take boat. Here another pleasing proof of esteem 
vas given him. Instead of the common ferry boat, a 
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barge magnificently decorated, was rcaay to receive 
him, with the American jack and colors flying, and 
manned with thirteen sea captains, all in elegant 
blue uniforms. On stepping aboard the barge, he 
turned towards the people, who stood in vast crowds 
on the shore ; and waving his hat, bade them a silent 
adieu, which they in like solemn manner returned, 
all waving their hats, and without speaking a word. 
Having received their honoured freight, the sons of 
Neptune, ready with well poised oars, leap forward 
to the coxswain's call ; then, all at once falling back, 
with sudden stroke they flash their bending blades 
into the yielding flood. Swift at their stroke the 
barge sprung from the shore ; and, under the music 
of echoing row-locks, flew through the waves, fol- 
lowed by the eager gaze of the pensive thousands* 
The sighing multitude then turned away from the 
shore with feelings whose source they did not, per- 
. hapsy imderstand. But some, on r^uming to their 
homes, spoke to their listening children of what 
they had seen, and of the honours which belong to 
such virtue as Washington's. 

He lodged that night at Elizabethtown, fifteen 
mil^s fi^om New- York. The next morning, elate with 
thoughts of home, he ascended his chariot ; and with 
bounding steeds drove on his way through the lovely 
country of New^Jersey. This no doubt, was the 
pleasantest ride by far that he bad known since the 
dark days of '/5. For though joyless winter wa$ 
spread abroad with her cold clouds, and winds shrill 
whistling over the flowerless fields ; yet to his pa- 
triot eye the face of nature shone brighter than in 
latter years, when clad in springtide green and gold 
—for it was covered over with the bright mantle of 
peace. His shoulders were freed from the burden of 
public cares^ and his heart from the anxieties of SU" 
preme command. With a father's joy he coula looK 
around on the thick settled country, with ^1 its 
little ones, and flocks, and herds, now no longer ex 
posed to danger. 

M 2 
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** Happy farmers ! the long winter of war is past 
and gone — the spring time of peace is returned, and 
the voice of her dove is heard in our land. Restore 
your wasted farms. Spread abroad the fertilizing 
manure : and prepare again to crown your war worn 
fields with joyful crops.'* 

" Happy children I now pour forth again in safety 
to your schools. IVeasure up the golden knowledge ; 
and make yourselves the future glory and guardians 
of your country." 

Happy citizens ! hasten to rebuild the ruined 
temples of your God. And lift your glad songs to 
HIM, the great ruler of war, who aided^your feeble 
arms, and trampled down the mighty enemy beneath 
your feet.*' 

But often, amidst these happy thoughts, the 
iwift-wheeled chariot would bring him in view of 
fields on which his bleeding memory could not dwell 
without a tear. — *'*^ There the battling armies met in 
thunder* The stormy strife was short. But yonder 
mournful hillocks point the place where many of our 
brave heroes sleep ; perhaps some good angel has 
whispered that their fall was not in vain.'' 

On his journey homewards, he stopped for a mo- 
ment at Philadelphia, to do an act, Vhich to a mind 
proudly honest like his, must have been a sublime 
treat. He stopped to present to the comptroller-ge- 
neral an account of all the public monies which he 
had spent. Though this account was in his own 
hand writing, and accompanied with the proper 
vouchers, yet it will hardly be credited by European 
statesmen and generals, that, in the course of an eight 
years War, he had spent only 12^497LBs.9d, sterling! ! 

From Philadelphia he hastened on to Annapolis^ 
where congress was then in session^ that he might 
return to that honourable bpdy the commission with 
which they had entrusted him. 

Having always disliked parade, he wished to make 
nis resignation in writing. But congress, it seeroa, 
willed otherwise. To see a man voluntarily giving 
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op power ^ was a spectatcle not to be met with every 
day. And that they might have the pleasure of see- 
ing him in this last, and perhaps greatest, act of his 
public life, they expressed a wish to, receive his re- 
signation from his own hand at a full audience. The 
next 4ay, the 23d of December, 1783, was appointed 
for the purpose. At an early hour the house was 
crowded. The members of congress, with the gran- 
dees of the land, filled the floors. The ladies sparkled 
in the galleries. At eleven o'clock, Washington was 
ushered into the house', and conducted to a seat which 
had been prepared for him, covered with red velvet. 
After a becoming pause, and information given by 
the president, that the United States in congress 
assembled were ready to receive his communication, . 
he arose ; and with great brevity and modesty obser- 
ved, that he had presented himself before them, to re- 
sign into their hands with satisfaction the commission 
which, eight years before, he had accepted with diffi- 
dence. He begged to offer them his sincerest con- 
gratulations for the glorious result of their uni- 
ted struggles ; took no part of the praise to him- 
self; but ascribed all to the blessing of Heaven on 
the exertions 6f the nation. Then fervently com- 
mending his dearest country to the protection of Al- 
mighty God, he bade them an affectionate farewell ; 
and taking leave of all the employments of public 
life, surrendered up his commission ! 

Seldom has there been exhibited so charming a 
display of the power which pre-emfnent virtue pos- 
sesses over the human heart, as on this occasion. 
Short and simple as was the speech of Washington, 
yet it seems to have carried back every trembling 
imagination to the fearful days of '75, when the Bri- 
tish fleets and armies were thundering on our coasts,, 
and when nothing was talked of but slavery, confis- 
cation, and executions. And now they saw before 
them the man to whom they all looked for safety in 
that gloomy time — who had completely answered 
their fond hopes — who had stood hv them Incorrup- 
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tible and unshaken — ^had anticipated their mighty ene- 
my in all his plans— had met him at every i^oint— had 
thwarted, defeated, and blasted all his hopes — and, 
victory after victory won, had at length laid his Wong 
legions in dust or in chains— -and had secured to his 
country a glorious independence, with the fairest 
chance of being one of the most respectable and hap- 
py nations of the earth— and, in consequence of all 
this, had so completely won the hearts of his army 
and his nation, that he could perhaps have made him- 
self their master. At all events, a Caesar or a Crom- 
well would, at the hazard of a million of lives, made 
the tacrilegious attempt* Tet they now saw this man 
scorning to abuse his power to the degradation of his 
country, — but on the contrary, treadng her with the 
most sacred respect— dutifully bowing before her 
delegated presence^ the congress— -cheerfully return- 
ing the commission she had entrusted him with— 
piously laying down his extensive powers at her 
feet— and modestly falling back into the humble con- 
dition of the rest of her children* The sight of their 
great countryman, already so beloved, and now acting 
so generous, so godlike a part, produced an effect 
beyond the power of words to express. Thejr feel- 
ings of admiration and affection were too delicious, 
too big for utterance. Every countenance was swollen 
with sentiment : and delicious tears moistened every 
eye, which, though a silent, was perhaps the richest 
offering of veneration and esteem ever paid to -a hu- 
man being. 

Having discharged this last great debt to his coun- 
try, the next morning, early ^ he ascendedhis chariot ; 
and listened with joy to the rattling wheels, now run- 
ning off his last day's journey to Mount Vernon. Ah ! 
could gloomy tyrants but feel what Washington felt 
that day, when, sweeping along the road, with grateful 
heart, he revolved the mighty work which he had 
finished— his country saved and his conscience clear; 
they would tear off the accursed purple, and, starting 
rfom their blood-stained thrones, like Washington, 
sek true hapniness in making others happy. 
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I O Washihgton! thrice glorious nam«^ 

j What due rewards can man decree ? 

t Empires are £ar below ^y aim, 

I And sceptres have no charms for thee ; 

Uduty alone has thy regard, 

In her thou seek^st thy great reward* 



CHAPTER XL 

Washing;t(m again on his farm— sketch of his condkict 
^ there-^suggests the importance of inland naviga* 
tion^-companies forming^urges a reform of the 
old constitution-^appointed President of the Unit- 
ed States— --great difficulties to em^ounter -gk»ri- 
cusly surmounts them. 

TO be happy in every situation is a proof of wis* 
iarxk seldom afforded by man. It proves that the 
leart is set on that which alone can ever completely 
- satisfy it, 'u e. the imitation of God in benevolent 
and useful Ufe. This was the happy case with Wash- 
ngton. To establish in his country the golden reign 
)f liberty is his grand wish. In the accomj^ishment 
:>f this he seeks his happiness. He abhors war ; but, 
if war be necessary, to this end he bravely «icoun- 
ters it. His ruling passion must be obeyed. He 
t>eat his ploughshare into a sword, and exchanged 
:he peace and pleasures of his farm for the din and 
dangers of the camp. Having won the great prize 
for which he contended, he returns to his plough. 
His military habits are laid by with the same ease as 
le would throw oflF an old coat. The camp with all 
its parade and noise, is forgotten. He awakes, in 
lis silent chambers at Mount Vernon, without sigh- 
ng for the sprightly drums and fifes that used to sa- 
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lute him every morning* Happy among hia domes- 
tics, he does not regret the shining ranks of patriot 
soldiers that used to pay him homage* The useful ci'^ 
tizen is the high character he wishes to act — his sword 
turned into a ploughshare is his favourite instrument; 
and his beloved farm his stage. Agriculture had been 
always his delight. To breathe the pure healthful air 
of ^ far niy perfumed with odorous flowers, and enrich- 
ed with golden harvests, and with numerous flocks and 
herds, appeared to him a life nearest connected with 
individusd aiid national happiness. To thh great ob- 
ject he turns all his attention—- bends all his exertions. 
He writes to the most skilful farmers, not only in 
America, but in England (for Washington was inca- 

EUe of bearing malice against a people who had 
en reconciled to his country ;) he writes, I say, to 
the ablest farmers in America and England, for in- * 
structions how best to cultivate and improve lus 
lands-^what grains, what grasses, what manures 
would best suit his soils; what shrubs are fittest for 
fences, suid what animals for labour. 

But, to a soul large and benevolent like his, to 
beautify his own farm, and to enrich his own family, 
seemed like doing nothing. To see the whole nation 
engaged in glorious toils, filling themselves with 
plenty, and iniindating the sea ports with food and rai- 
ment for the poor and needy of distant nutions — this 
was his godlike ambition* But, knowing that his be- 
loved countrymen could not long enjoy the honour 
and advantage of such glorious toils, unless they could 
easily convey their swelling harvests to' their own 
markets^ he hastened to rouse them to a proper sense 
of the infinite importance of forming canals and cuts 
between all the fine rivers that run through the Uni- 
ted States. To give the greater weight to his coun- 
sel, he had first ascended the sources of those great 
rivers — ascertained the distance between them— the 
obstacles in the way of navigation — and the probable 
expence of removing them. . ^,.^,^ 
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Agbeeable to his wishes, two wealthly companies 
were soon formed to extend the navigation of James 
River and Potomac^ the noblest rivers in Virginia. 
"Struck with the exceeding benefit which both them- 
selves and their country would speedily derive from a 
plan which he had not only suggested, but had ta- 
ken such pains and expence to recommend, they 
pressed him to accept one hundred and fifty shares of 
the company's stock, amounting to near 40,000 dol- 
lars ! But he instantly refused it, saymg, ^* what will 
** the world think if they should hear that I have 
^ taken 40,000 dollars for this affair I Will they not 
^ be apt to suspect, on my next proposition, that mor 
** ney is my motive ? Thus, for the sake of money, 
" which indeed I never coveted from my country, I 
" may lose the power to do her some service, which 
•* may be worth more than all money ! !*' 

But, while engaged in this goodly work, he waS' 
suddenly alarmed by the appearance of an evil, which 
threatened to put an end to all his well-meant labours 
for ever — this was, the incipient dtssobitton of the 
federal government ! ! The tramers of that fair but 
flimsy fabric, having ppt it together according to 
the square and compass of equal rights and mutual 
interests, thought they had done enough. The good 
sense and virtue of the nation, it was supposed, would 
form a foundation of rock whereon it woidd safe- 
ly rest, in spite of all commotions, foreign or do^ 
mestic. 

*• But, alas !'' said Washington, " experience has 
shown, that men, unless constrained, will seldom do 
what is tor their own good. With joy I once beheld 
my country feeliilg the liveliest sense of her rights, 
znA maintaining them with a spirit apportioned to 
their worth. With joy I have seen all the wise men 
of Europe looking on her with admiration, and all the 
good with hope, that her fair example would rege- 
nerate the old world, and restore the blessings of 
equal government to long oppressed humanity. But 
alas! in place of mainUining this glorious attitude* 
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America is herself rushing into disorder and disso- 
lution. We have powers si^fficient for self-defence 
and glory ; but those powers are not exerted. For 
fear congress should abuse it, the people will not 
trust their power with congress. Foreigners insult 
and injure us with impunity ; for congress^has no 
power to chastise them.— -Ambitious men stir up 
factions. Congress possesses no power to coerce 
them, t^ublic creditors call for their money. Con- 
gress has no power to collect it. In short, we can- 
not long subsist as a nation, without lodging some- 
where a power that may command the full energies 
of the nation for defence from all its enemies, and 
for the supply of all its wants. The people will soon 
he tired of such a government. They will sigh for a 
cn^&^-v.4a^jnany of them already begin to talk of 
monarchy, without horror !" 

In this, as in all cases of apprehended danger, his 
pen knew no rest. The leading characters of the 
nation were roused : and a convention was formed^ 
of deputies from th^ several states, to revise and 
amend the general government. Of this convention 
Washington was unanimously chosen president.—- 
Their session commenced in Philadelphia, May, 1787, 
and ended in October, ^llie fruit of their six months 
labour was the present excellent constitution, 
which was no sooner adopted, than the eyes of the 
whole nation were fixed on him for president. 

Being now in his 57th year, and wedded to his 
farm and family, he had no wish to enter again into 
the cares and dangers of public life. Kase was now 
become almost as necessary as it was dear to him. 
His reputation was already at the highest ; and as to 
money, in the service of his country he had always 
refused it. These things considered, together with 
his acknowledged modesty and disinterestedness, 
we can hardly doubt the correctness of his declaration, 
that, " the call to the magistracy was the most un- 
welcome he had ever heard." 
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However, as soon as it was officially notified to 
him^ in the spring of 1789>that he was unani nously 
elected President of the United States, and that Coii«- 
gress, then sitting in New- York, was impatient to see 
him in the chair, he set out for that city. Then all 
along the roads where he passed, were seen the most 
cbarmine proofs of that enthusiasm witl^ which the 
hearts of all delighted to honour him. If it was only 
said, ''^General Washington is coming^^ it was enough. 
The inhabitants all hastened from their houses to the 
highways, to h^ve a sight of their great countryman ; 
wmle the people of the towns, hearingof his approach, 
sallied out, horse and foot, to meet him. In eager 
throngs, men, won\en, and children pressed upon his 
steps, as waves in crowding ridges pursue the course 
of a ship through the ocean. And as a new succes* 
stdn of waves is ever ready to take the place of those 
wtuch have just ended their chase in playful foam, 
8^ it was with the ever-gathering crowds that fol- 
lowed their Washington. 

^On reaching the western banks of SchuylkilV 
said a gtntleman who was present, " I was astonished 
•* at the concourse of people that overspread the coun* 
** try, apparently from Gray's ferry to the city. In- 
•* de^d one would have thought that the whole popu* 
** lation of Philadelphia was come out to meet him. 
^ And to see so many thousands of people on foot, 
*♦ on horseback, and in coaches, all voluntarily wait- 
^ ing upon and moving along with one man, struck 
**mc with strangely agreeable sensations. Surely, 
** thought I, there must be a divinity in goodnessg 
^* that mankind should thus deli^ to honour it.*' 

His reception at Trenton was more than flattering* 
It was planned, they 9atd, by "Uie ladies, and iiideed 
bore marks that it could have been done only by 
Aem. The reader must rt member, that it was near 
this place that the fair sex in 'rd suffered such cruel 
indignities from the enemy; and that it was herfl 
^at Providence ia the same year enabled Washiof 
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ton so severely to chastise them for it. The women 
are not apt to forget their benefactors. Hearing that 
Washington was on his way to Trenton, they instantly 
held a caucus among themselves, to devise way^ and 
means to display their gratitude to him. Under their 
direction, the bridge over the Sanpink, (a narrow 
creek running through Trenton, upon whose opposite 
banks Washington and the British (Mice fought^ was 
decorated with a triumphal arch, with this inscription 
in large figures : 

DECEMBER 26, 1776. 

THE HERO WHO DEFENDED THE MO- 

THER8, WILL ALSO PROTECT 

THE DAUGHTERS. 

Hs approached the bridge on its south side, amidst 
the heartiest shouti^ of congratulating thousands; while 
on the north side were drawn up several hundreds of 
little (pris, dressed in snow-white robes, with temples 
adorned with garlands, and baskets of flowers on tneir 
arms* Just behind them stood long rows of young vir- 
gins, who^e fair faces, of sweetest red and white,nigh- 
iy animated by the occasion, looked quite angelio— ; 
and, behind them, in crowds, stood their venerable 
mothers* As Washington slowly drove off the bridge^ 
tbe female voices all began, sweet a& the first wakinga 
•r the Eolian harp : and thus they ipUed the song: 

^ Welcome, migh^ chief! once more 
** Welcome to this grateful shore. 
** Now no mercenary foe 
^^ Aims again the fatal blow, 
^< Aims at thee the fatal blow. 

*• Tirgins fair, and matrons grave, 
** (Ttcsc thy conquering arm did save J) 
" Build for thee triumphal bowers. 
* Strew, ye fair, his way with flowers ; 
Strew your hero's way with flowers.'' 
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WhiL]$ singing the la9t lines, they strewed the wi^ 
with flowers before him. 

Bonis, have saFd that they could see iu his altered . 
looks, that he remembered the far diflereat scenes of 
'r6; for that they saw him wipe a tear. No doubt 
'twas the sweet tear of gratitude to him who had pre- 
served him to see thb happy day. 

At New- York the behaviour of the citizens was 
equally expressive of the general veneration and es- 
teem. The ships in the harbour were all dressed in 
their flags and streamers ; and the wharves where he 
landed were r:chly decorated. At the water's edge 
he was received by an immense concourse of the 
joyful citizens ; and, amidst the mingled thunder of 
guns and acclamations, was conducted to his lodg- 
ings. Such honours would have into^Cated most 
men : but to a mind like his, habitually conversant 
with the far sublimer subjects of the Christian philo- 
sophy, they must have looked quite puerile. Indeed 
it appears from a note made in his journal that very 
evening, that he regarded all these marks of public 
favour rather as calls to humility than pride. *^ The 
^* display of lioats on this pccasion," says he, " with 
^ vocal and instrumental music on board, the deco- 
^' rations of the ships, the roar of cannon, and the 
^^ loud acclamations of the people, as I passed along 
** the wharves, gave me as much pain as pleasure, 
** contemplating the probable reverse of this scene 
** after all my endeavours to do good." 

It was on the 23d of April, 1789, that he arrived 
in New- York : and on the 30th, after taking the oath, 
as presiclent of the United States, to preserve; pro* 
tect^ and defend the constitution^ he entered upon the 
duties of his office. 

As things then stood, even his bitterest enemies, if 
he had any, might have said, ** happy man be his dolei^^ 
for he came to the helm in a perilous and fearfulr sea- 
son. Like chaosj ^^ in the olden timey^ our government 
vrzs^*' without form and void: and darkness divelt upon 
the face of the deep.'* Enemies innumerable threatened 
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the f ountry, both from within and without, abroad 
and at home—the people of three continents tit dag- 
gers drawn with the young republic of America ! 

The pirates of Morocco laying their uncircumcised 
hands on our rich commerce in the Mediterranean. 

The British grumbling and threatening war. 

The Spaniards shutting up the Mississippi ! 

The Kentuckians in great warmth, threatening to 
break the union, and join the Spaniards ! 

The Indian nations, from Canada to Georgia, un- 
burying the tomahawk ! 

North-Carolina and Rhode-Islard, blowing on 
the confederacy ! strong parties in other states against 
it !— and an alarming insurrection in Massachusetts ! 
"While, to combat all these enemies, the United States 
had but 600 regular troops ! ! and, though eighty mil- 
lions of dollars in debt, they had not one cent in the 
treasurj' ! ! ! Here, certainly, if ever, was the time to 
trif a man^9 souL But Washington d^sspaired not. 
Glowing with the love of his coij^ntry, and persuaded 
that his country still enjoyed an opportunity to be 
great and hapj^, he resolved, whatever it might cost 
him, that nothing shouM be wanting on his part to 
fill up the measure of her glory. But first ofalh in 
his incnigural speech^ he called upon Congress and his 
country-men, to look up to (lod for his blessing; next, 
as to themselves^ to be most industrious, honourable, 
and united^ as became men responsible to ages yet 
unborn, tor all the blessings of a republican govern- 
ment, noxv^ and perhaps for the last time^ at stake, on 
their wisdom and virtue; — then as to himself; "/ 
feel^^ said he, ** my inrompetency of political skill and 
abilities. Integrity and firmness are all I can promise. 
These^ I know s will nev'r forsake me^ although I may 
be deserted by all men: and of the consolations to be 
derived from ihese^ under no circumstances can the 
world ever deprive me.'* — And last of all, as, in a 
craay ship at sea, tossed by furio,U8 winds, no pilot 
can save without the aid of able seamen, Washington . 
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pnidendy ratlied around him the wisest <rf all his 
countrymen* 

Mr. Jefferson, secretary of foreign affairs. 
Col. Hamilton, secretary of the treasury. 
Gen* Knox, secretary of war. 
Edmund Randolph, attorney general. 
John Jay, chief justice. 
John Rutledge, "^ 
- James Wilson, I 
John Gushing, ^Associate Judges. 
Robert Harrison, I 
John Blair, J 

These judicious preparations being made for the 
storm, (Heaven's blessing invoked, and the ablest 
pilots embarked with him,) Washington then sei«ed 
the helm, with a gallant hard-aglets luffed up his 
ship at once to the gale, hoping yet to shoot the 
hideous gulfs that threatened all around.. 

His first attention was turned to the call of Huma* 
nityy i. e. to satisfy and make peace with the Indians. 
This was soon done ; partly by presents^ and by estab- 
lishing, in their country, houses oifatr trade^ which, 
by preventingyrawifo, prevent those grudges that lead 
to private murders, and thence to public disturbances 
and wars. Some of the Indian tribes, despising these 
friendly efforts of Washington, were obliged to he 
drubbed into peace, which service was done for theih 
by General Wayne, in 1794-.— but not until many lives 
bad been lost in preceding defeats s owing chiefly, it 
was said, to the very intemperate passions and pota- 
tions of some of their officers. However, after the first 
shock, the loss of these poor spuls was not much la- 
mentai. Tall young fellows, who could easily get 
their half dollar a day at the healthful and glorious 
labours of the plough, to go and enlist and rust 
among the lice and itch of a camp, for four dollars a 
month, were certainly not worth their country's <;tv 

V ^ Digitized by kjOOQlCr 

tng about. ^ 

N2 - 



138 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 

Washington's friendly overtures to Spain were 
equally fortunate. Believing that he desired nothinir 
but what was perfectly ^e/^f, and what both Ciod and 
man would support him in, she presently agreed to 
negodate. 'I he navigation of the Mississippi was 
given up. I'he Kentuckians were satisfied : and 
Spain and the United States lived on good terms all 
the rest of his days. 

W ASH INGTOM then tried his hands with the British. 
But alas! he soon found that they were not made of 
^ such pliable stuff as the Indians and Spaniards. Nor 
,iiad he the British alone^ to complain of. He pre* 
sently found it as hard to satisfv his orvn countrymen, 
in. the matter of a treaty, as to please them. 

For whether it was that the two nations still retain- 
ed a most unchristian recollection of what they had 
suffered from one another during the past wari— or 
whether, more unchristianly still, they felt the odioui 
spirit of rivals^ and sickened at each other's prosper 
nty-»or whcfther each nation thought that the ships 
of the other were navigated by their ^seamen : but so 
it was, that the prejudices of the two people, though 
sprung from the same progenitors, ran so high as to 
render it extremely difficult for Washington to settle 
matters betw^n them. But it was at length happily 
effected, without the horrors of another War. Though 
the treaty which brought about this desirable event 
was entirely execrated by great numbers of sensible 
and honest men no doubt, yet Washington, led, as 
he says, by duty and humanity, ratified it. 

If the signing of the treaty displayed his ^rmnrM, 
the operation of it has, perhaps, shown his wisdonu 
For, surely, since that time, no country like this ever 
so progressed in the public and private blessings of 
industry, wealth, population, and morals. Whether 
greater, or, indeed, equal blessings would have re- 
sulted from a bloody war with £ngland at that timet, 
ct others determine. -^ 

But scarcely had Washington got clear of his em 
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barrassments with Britain, before still worse were 
thrown in his way by Franpe. 

The cause was this. '* The French army,'* as doc- 
tor Franklin observes, ** having served an appreQ- 
** ticeship to Liberty ^ in America, on going back to 
*' France, set up for themselves.^ Throughout thp 
kingdom, wherever they wenty they could talk of no* 
thing but the I Americans. ** Ah,. happy pqpple!" said 
they, *' neither oppressing nor oppressed, they min- 
** gle together as one great family of brothers. Every 
*^ man is free. Every man labours for himself, and 
** wipes with joy the sweat from his brow, because 
^ 'tis the earnest of plenteous food and clothing, edu- 
" cation, and delights, for his. children !'' 

TuE people every where listened with eagerness to 
these descriptions of American happiness, and sighed 
to think of their own wretchedness. The smothered 
fire soon broke out. The press teemed with papers 
and pamphlets on the rights of Marir^iht true ends 
of govemmenty'-^2Lnd the blessings of Uberty* The 
eyea of the great nation wef^e presently opened to a 
sight of her degraded and wretched state. Then sud- 
denly springing up, like /a mighty giantess from the 
hated bed of violation and dishonour, she began a 
course of vengeance as terrible as it had been long 
delayed. The unfortunate king and queen were 
quickl)^ brought low. — ^The heads of her t}Tants 
every where bounded on the floors of the guillotine; 
while in every place dogs licked the blood of nobles : 
and the bodies of great lords were scattered like dung 
over the face of the earth. 

Fearikg that if France were suffered to go on at 
diis rate, there would not in a little time, be a growk 
left in Europe, the crowned heads all confederated to 
arrest her progress. The whole surrounding world, 
both by land and water, was in commotion : and tre- 
mendous fleets and armies poured in from every 
side, to overwhelm her. With unanimity and valour 
equal to their dangers, the var-lovin^ (^^f ushed 
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forth in crowding miUions to meet their fees. Tlie 
mighty armiesjotneil in battle, appearing to the ter^ 
riped eye, as if the whole human race ^ere rushing 
together for mutual destruction* But not content 
with setting the eastern world on fire, the furious 
combatants (like Milton's warring Spirits tearing up 
and flinging mountains and islands at each other) flew 
to America to seise and drag her ittto their war. 

Flaming on this errand, Mr. Genet lighted on our 
continent as an envoy from France. He wsis receiv- 
ed with joy as a brother republican. The people 
every where welcomed him as the representative oif a 
beloved nation, to whom, under God, they owed 
their liberties. Grand dinners were given-— spark- 
ling bumpers were filled-^and standing up round the 
vast convivial board, with joined hands, and cheeks 
glowing with friendship and the generous juice, they 
rent the air with^— " health and fraternity to the sister 
republics of France and America^'* 

Washington joined in the general hospitality %o 
the stranger. He extolled the valour, and congratu- 
lated the victories of his brave countrymen. ^ Born^ 
sir^ said he^ in a land of Liberty^ for whose ^ake I 
have spent the besi years of my Hfe in war^ I cannot but 
ftei a trembling anxiety when^er I see an opprjpssed 
people drawing their swords and rearing aloft the> 
sacred banners of freedom.^* 

Enraptured at finding in America such a cordial 
spirit toward^ his country, Mr. Genet instantly set 
himself to call it into the fullest exertion. And by 
artfully ringing the changes on British truelty^ and 
French generosity^ to the Americans, he so far suc- 
ceeded as to prevail on some persons in Charlest^L 
to commence the equipment of privateers against the 
British. Dazzled by the lustre of false gratitude to 
one nation, they lost sight of their horrid injustice to 
another.: and during ^e profouqdest peace between 
England and America, when the American planters, 
by.theu- flour, rice, W cotton, w^rc ;n^|Lmg money 
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almost as fast as if they had mints upon their estates ; 
and when, on the other hand, the British artiaans 
were driving on their manufactures day and night 
for the Americans-^in this sacred season and blissful 
state of things, certain persons in Charleston began 
to equip privateers against England. 

Gri£ved that his countrymen should be captzble of 
such an outrage SL^inst Justice^ against humanity ^ and 
every thing sacred among men ; and equally grieved 
to see them so far forget, so far belittle themselves as 
to become willing cat's paws of one nation, to tear 
another to pieces, he instantly issued his proclamO" 
tion^ stating it as the ** duty^ and therefore the interest 

^ of the United States to preserve the strictest neutra^ 
nty between the belli f^erents ; and prohibiting the ctti^ 
zens of the United States^ from all manner ofinterfp' 
rence in the unhappy contestJ*^ 

^ This so enraged Mr. Genet, that he threatened to 

Speal from the president to the people ! i. e. in plain 
iglish, to try to overthrow the government of the 
United States ! ! 

But, thank God, the American people were too 
wise and virtuous to hear thesf •things without feel- 
ing and expressing a suitable indignation. I'hey ral- 
lied around their beloved president ; and soon gave 
this most inconsiderate stranger to understand, that 
he had insulted the sacred person of their father, 

Washington bore this insult with his usual good 
temper! but at tht: same time took such prudent 
measures with the French government, that Mr. 
Genet was quickly recalled. 

Waving at length attained the acme of all his 
wishes— having lived to see a general and efficient 

Svemment adopted, and for eight years in success- 
operation, exalting his country from the brink of 
infamy and ruin to the highest ground of prosperity 
and honour, both at home and abroad— aAroarf, peace 
with Britain— « with Spain — and, some shght heart 
burnings excepted, peace with France, and without 
the world : at home^ peace with the Indians— ou r 
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shining ploughshares laying open the best treasures 
of the earth-— our ships flying over ^ very sea— dis- 
tant nations feeding on our bread, and manufactur- 
ing our 8taples^*K)ur revenue rapidly increasing with 
our credit^ religion^ learning'^ arts^ and whatever tends 
to national glory and happiness, he determined to lay . 
down that load of public care which he had borne so 
liong, and which^how in his 66th year, he found was 
growing too heavy for him. But feeling towards 
nis countrymen the solicitude of a father for \a% 
children, over whom he had long watched, but whom 
he was about to leave to themselves; and fearing, on 
the one hand^ that they might go astray, and, hoping^ 
on the other, that from his long labours of love, he 
might be permitted to impart the counsels of his long 
experience, he drew up for them ^ifaraoell addres^^ 
which the filial piety of the nation has since called 
** his Legacy. ^^ 

As this little piece, about the length of an ordinary 
, sermon, may do as much good to the people of Ame- 
rica as any sermon ever preached, t^nsit Divine one on 
the mount excepted, I shall offer no apology for lay- 
ing it before them ; especially as I well know that 
they will all read it with the feelings of children 
reading the last letter of a once loved father now in 
his grave. And who knows but it may check for a 
while the fatal flame of discord which has destroyed 
all the once glorious republics of anti<jmty^ and here 
now at length in the United States has caught upon 
the last republic that is left on the face of the earth. 
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WASHINGTON'S LAST WORDS 

To the PeopU of the United State*. 
September, 1796. 

Friends and Fe^lowcitizensy 

** THiE period for a new election of a citizen, to 
administer the executive government of the United 
States, being not far distant— and the time actualljr 
arrived when your thoughts must be employed in dc- 
9ignating the person who is to be clothed with that 
important trust— it appears to me proper, especially 
as it may conduce to a mor» distinct expression of 
the public voice, that I should now apprise you of 
the resolution I have formed, to decline being consi- 
dered among the number of those out of whom a 
choice is to be made. 

*^ I BEG you, at the same time, to do me the justice 
to be assured, that this resolution has not been taken 
without a strict regard to all the considerations ap- 
pertaining to the relation which binds a dutiful citi- 
zen to his country; and that, in withdrawing the 
tender of service, which silence in my situation might 
imply, 1 am influenced by no diminution of zeal for 
your future interest, no deficiency of grateful respect 
for your past kindness ; but am supported by a full 
conviction, that the step is compatible with both. 

^ Th£ acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in, 
the office to which your suffrages have twice tailed 
me,^ have been a uniform sacrifice of inclination to 
the opinion of duty, and to a deference for what ap* 
peared to be your desire. I constantly hoped, that 
It would have been much earlier in my power, con- 
sistendy with motives which I was not at liberty to 
disregard, to return tp that retirement from which I 
had been reluctantly drawn. The strength of my 
inclination U, do this, previous to the last election* 
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had even led to t]he preparation of an address to de- 
clare it to you. But mature reflection on the then pw*- 
plexed and critical posture of our affairs with fonjgn 
nations, and the unanimous advice of persons entided 
to my confidence, impelled me to abandon the idea. 
** I REJOICE that the state of your concerns, exter- 
nal as well as internal, no longer renders the pursuit 
of inclination incompatible with the sentiment of duty 
or propriety ; and am persuaded, whatever partialis 
may be retained for my services, that, in the present 
circumstances of our country, you will not disapfwrbvc 
my determination to retire. 

**The impressions with which I first undertook 
the arduous trust, were explained on the proper occa- 
sion. In the discharge of this trust, I will only say, 
that I have, with good intentions, contributed, towards 
the organization and administration of the govern- 
ment, the best exertions of which a very fallible judg- 
ment was capable. Not unconscious, in the outset, 
of the inferiority of my qualifications, experience in 
my own eyes, perhaps still more in the eyes of others, 
has strengthened the motives to diffidence of myself: 
and every day the increasing weight of years admo- 
nishes me more and more that the shade of retire- 
ment is as necessary to me as it will be welcome* 
Satisfied that if any circumstances, have given pecu- 
liar value to my services, they were temporary, I 
have the consolation to believe, that while choice and 
prudence invite me to quit the political scene, patri- 
otism does not forbid it. 

^ ** In looking forward to the moment which is in- 
tended to terminate the career of my public life, my 
feelings do not permit me to suspend the deep ac- 
knowledgment of that debt of gratitude which I owe 
to my beloved country, for the many honours it has 
conferred upon me ; still more for the stedfast cQa^- 
fidence with which it has supported me; and for the 
opportunities I have thence enjoyed of manifest- 
ing my inviolable attachment, by services faithful 
and persevering, though in usefulness unequal to 
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my zeal. If benefits have resulted to our country 
from these services, let it always be remembered to 
your |)raise, and as an instructive example in our 
annals, that» under circumstances, in which the pas- 
sions^ agitated in every direction, were liable to mis 
lead—amidst appearances sometimes dubious-— vi^, 
cissitudes. of fortune often discouraging— in situ« 
«tions in which not unfrequently want of success has 
countenanced the spirit of criticism— -the constancy 
of your support was the essential prop of the eiFortSf 
and a guarantee of the plans by which they were 
effected. Profoundly penetrated with this idea, I 
shall carry it with me to my grave, as a strong in* 
citement to unceasing vows that Heaven may con* 
tinue to you the choicest tokens of its beneficence i 
that your union and brotherly affection may be per* 
petual ! that the free constitution^ which is the work 
of your hands, may be sacredly mainuined ; that its 
administration, in every department, may be stamped 
with wisdom and virtue ; that, in fine, the happiness 
of the people <>f these states, under the auspices of 
Heaven, may 1^ made complete, by so careful a pre* 
aervation and so prudent a use of liberty, as will ac 
^uire to them the glory of recommending it to the 
applause, the affection, and the adoption of every 
saticHi which is yet a stranger to it. 

^ Herb, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a solicitude 
(or your welfare, which cannot end but with my life, 
and the apprehension of danger, natural to that soli* 
cttude, urge me, on an occasion like the ]»'esent, to of- 
fer to your solemn contemplation, and to reconunend 
to your frequent review, some sentinients, which are 
die result of much reflection, of no iiiconsiderable 
observation* and which appear to me all important ^ 
tethepermanencyofyourfelicityasapeople. These 
will be offered to you with the more freedom, as you 
am only see in them the cUsinterested warnings of 
n parting friend, who can possibly have no personal 
motive to bias his counsel. Nor can I forget, aa - 
MB encouragement to it| your indulgent rcccn^ 

** O Digitized by V^OOglC 



146 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 

of my setithnents on a former and not dissimilar oc- 
casion* 

" Interwoven as is the love, of liberty with every 
ligament of yoUr hearts, no recommendation of mine 
is necessary to fortify or confirm the attachment* 
p ** The unity of government, which constitutes yott 
one people, is also now dear to you. It is justly to^ 
for it is a main pillar in the edifice of vour real in- 
dependence; the support of your tranquillity at home^ 
your peace abroad ; of your safety ; of your prospe* 
^ rity ; of that very liberty which you so highly prize. 
But as it is easy to foresee^ that from different causey 
and from different quarters, much pains will be taken, 
many artifices employed, to weaken in your minds 
the conviction of this truth ; as this is the point la- 
bour political fortress, against which the batteries of 
mtemai and external enemies will be most constamlv 
uid actively (though often covertly and insidiously^ 
directed; it isof infinite moment^ that you should pro* 
perly estimate the immense value of your nationml 
unionf to vour collective and individual happiness ; 
that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and im* 
moveable attachment to it ; accustoming yourselves 
to thifk and speak of it as of the palladium of your 
oolitical safetv and prosperity ; watching for its j^e* 
servation witn jealous anxiety; discountenancing 
whatever may suggest even a suspicion that it can in 
any event be abandoned ; and indignantly frowning 
upon the first dawning of every attempt to alien any 
portion of our country from ^e test, or to enfeeble 
the sacred ties which now link together the variona 
parts. 

^FoR this you have every inducement of sympathy 
and interest. Citizens, by birth or choice, of a com- 
mon country, that country has a right to concentrate . 
vour affections. The name of American, which be* 
longs to you in ^our national capacity, must alws^a 
exalt the just pride of patriotism, more thaaany ap- 
pellation derived from local discriminations. With 
•llisht shadcss <tf diflference, you hav^j^^aame reli^ 
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E* [iD» mani^ers, habits and political principles. You 
vCfin a common cause^ foaght and triumphed to* 
gether. The independence and liberty you possess 
wre the work of joint councilsf and joint efforts-t-<-(tf 
common dangers, sufferings and successes. 

** But these considerations, however powerfully 
they address themselves to your sensibility, are 
greatly outweighed by those which apply more ioi* 
mediately to your interest. Here every portion of 
our country finds the most commanding motives for 
carefully guarding and preserving the union of the 
whole. 

** The north, in an unrestrained intercourse ^iirith 
the SOUTH, protected by the equal laws of a common 
government, finds in the productions of the latter, 
great additional resources of maritime and commer* 
cial enterprize, and precious materials of manufac- 
turing industry. The south, in the same intercourse 
benefiting by the agency of the north, sees its agri- 
culture grow, and its commerce expand. Turning 
partly into its own channels the seamen of the nortuj 
It finds its particular navigation invigorated : and 
while it contributes, in different i^ays^ to nourish and 
increase the general mass of th^ national navigation, 
it looks forward to the protecticm of a mantime 
strength, to which itself is unequally adapted. — ^The 
EAST, in a like intercourse with the west, already 
finds, and in the progressi'^e improvement of interior 
communications, by land and water, will more and 
more find a valuable vent for the commodities which 
it brings from abro^, or manufactures at home.— • 
The WEST derives from the east supplies requisite 
to its growth and comfort : and what is, perhaps, of 
still greater consequence, it must of necessity owe 
the SECURE enjoyment of indispensable outlets 
for its own productions, to the weight, influence, and 
the future maritime strength of the Atlantic side of 
the union, directed by an indissoluble community of 
interest, as on e n ation. Any other tenure^ by \y hich 
the west can hold this essential advanta^^^jdM^ther 
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derived from its own separate strength, or from ao 
afiostate and unnuturot connexion with any foreigD 
power» must be intrinsically precarious. 
• ** While then every part of our country thus feel* 
an immediate and particular interest in union, all the 
parties combined cannot fail to find, in the united 
mass of means and efforts, greater strength, greater 
resource, proportionably greater security from exter- 
nal danger, a less frequent interruption of their peace 
by foreign nations. A nd, what is oi inestimable value, 
tfiey must derive from union an exemption from - 
those broils and wars between themselves, w4iich so 
frequendy afflict neighbouring countries, not tied to- 
gether by the same government ; which their own 
rivalships alone would be sufficient to produced, but 
which opposite foreign alliances, attachments, and 
intrigues, would stimulate and embitter. Hence, like- 
wise, they will avoid the necessity of those over- 
gown military establishments, which, under any 
rm of government are inauspicious to liberty ; and 
which are to be regarded as particularly hostile ta 
republican liberty. In this sense it is, that your union 
ought to be considered as a main prop of your liber- 
ty, and that the love of the one ought to endear to 
you the preservation of the other. 

^ These considerations speak a persuasive lan- 
guage to every reflecting and virtuous mind ; and ex- 
hibit the continuance of the umion as a primary ob* 
ject of patriotic desire. Is there a doubt, whether n 
common government can embrace so large a sphere f 
Let experience solve it. To listen to mere specula- 
tion in such a case were criminal. We are autho- 
rised to hope that a proper organization of the whole, 
with the auxiliary agency of governments for the re- 
spective subdivisions, will afford a hnppy issue to 
the experiment. 'Tis well worth a fair an<i full expe* 
riment. With such powerful and obvious motives to 
union, affecting all parts of our eountry, while ex- 
perience shall not have demonstrated its impracti- 
cability, there will always be reason. to distrust the 
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patriotism of those, who in any quarter may endea- 
.vor to weaken its bands. 

• *< In contemplating the causes which may disturb 
our union, it occurs, as a matter of serious concern* 
that any ground should have been furnished for cha- 
racterizing parties by GEOGRAPniCAL discrimina- 
tions — NORTHERN and SOUTHERN— ATLANTIC and 

WESTERN ; whence designing men may endeavor to 
excite a belief, that there is a real difference of lo 
cal interests and views* One of the expedients of 
party to acquire influence, within particular districts 
n to misrepresent the opinions and aims of other dis 
iricts* You cannot shield yourselves too much against 
die jealousies and heart-burnings which spring from 
these misrepresentations. They tend to render alien 
to each other, those wJio ought to be bound together 
by fraternal affection. The inhabitants of our west- 
cm country have lately had a useful lesson on this 
head. They have seen, in the negociatibn by the 
executive, and in the unahimous ratification by the 
senate, of the treaty with Spain, and in the univer- 
sal satisfaction at that event throughout the United 
States, a decisive proof how unfounded were the bus 
picions propagated among them, of a policy in the 

Sneral government^ and in the Adantic states, un- 
endly to their interest in regard to the Mississippi 
They have been witnesses to the formation of two 
treaties, that with Great-Britain, and that with Spain 
iHiich secure to them every thing they could desire 
in respect to our foreign relations, towards confirm- 
ing their prosperity. Will it not be their wisdoMi 
to rely for the preservation of these advantages on 
Ae union by which they were procured i Will they 
not henceforth be deaf to those advisers, if such there 
are, who would sever them from their brethren, and 
connect them with aliens ? * 

*' To the efficacy and permanency of your union 

a government for the whole is indispensable. No al« 

Uances, however strict, between the parts, can be an 

adequate substitute. Thevmustinevitablv experienca 

02 • 
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the infractions and interruptions which all alliances 
in all times have experienced* Sensible of this mo- 
mentous truth, you have improved upon your firsti 
essay, by the adoption of a ccmstitution of goitrrn* 
ment better calculated than your former, for an inti- 
mate union, and for the efficacious management of 
your common concerns. This government, the off- 
spring of your own choice, uninfluenced and unaw- 
ed, adopted upon full investigation and mature deli- 
beration, completely free in its principles, in the dis- 
tribution of its powersy uniting security with ener- 
gy, and containing within itself a provision for its 
own amendment, has a just claim to your confidence 
and your support* Respect for its authority, com- 
oliance with its laws, acquiescence in its measures, 
are duties enjoined by the fundamental maxims of 
true liberty. The basis of our political systems is 
the right of the people to make and alter their con- 
stitutions of government. But the constitution which 
St any time exists, till changed by an explicit apd 
authentic act of the whole people, is sacredly omi- 
gatory upon all. The very idea of the power and the . 
*ight of the people to establish government, pre- 
supposes the duty of every individual to obey the es- 
. sblished government. 

<^ All obstructions to the execution of the laws, 
sll combinations, and associations, under whatever 
plausible character, with a real design to direct, con- . 
tro!, counteract, or awe the regular deliberation and 
action of the constituted authorities, are destructive 
of this fundamental principle, and of fatal tenden ^ 
They serve to org*anize faction ; to give it an artificial 
and extraordinary force ; to put in the place of tnc 
delegated will of the nation, the will of a party, often 
a small, but artful and enterprising minority of the 
community; and, according to the alternate triumphs 
of different parties, to majke the public administra* 
tion the mirror of the ill-concerted and incongruous 
projects of faction, ruthtr than the organ of cmisis* 
tent and wholesome plans, digested by common 
Counsels, and modified by mutual interests* 



UFE OF WASHINGTON. 151 

^* HowEVBB combinations or associations of the 
above description may now and then answer popular 
ends, they are likely, in the course of time and things^ 
to become potent engines, by which cunning, ambi- 
tiouS) and unprincipled men will be enabled to sub* 
▼ert the power of the people i and to usurp to them'- 
selves the reins of government; destroying^ after- 
wards the verti engines which have lifted xhem to un- 
just dominion* 

^* TowAi^Ds the preservation of your government, 
and the permanency of your present hap]^ state, it 
18 requisitef not only that you speedily discounte- 
nance irregular oppositions to its acknowledged au- 
thority, but also that you resist with care the spirit of - 
innovation upon its principles, however specious the 
pretexts* One method of assault may be.<to effect, 
m the forms of the constitution, alterations which 
will impair the; energy of the system } and thus to 
undermine what cannot be directly overthrown. In 
all the changes to which you may be invited, remem- 
ber that time and habit are at least as necessary to 
fix the true character of government, as of other hu- 
man institutions ; that experience is the surest stand- 
ardy by which to test the real tendency of the exist- 
ing constitution of a country ; that facility in changes, 
upon the credit of mere hypothesis and opinion, ex- 
poses to perpetual change, from the endless variety 
of hypothesis and opinion* And reinember, especial- 
ly^ that for the efficient management of your common 
interests, in a country so extensive as ours, a go- 
vernment of as much vigor as is consistent with the 
perfect security of liberty* is indispenable* Liberty 
itself will find in such a government, with powers 
properly distributed and adjusted, its surest guardian. 
It is, indeed, little else than a name, where the gov- 
ernment is too feeble to withstand the enterprises of 
faction ; to confine each member of the society within 
the limits prescribed by, the laws ; and to maintain all 
in the secure and tranquU enjoyment of the rights c| 
person and property. o,t ed^y^oogie 
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^^ I HAVE already intimated to you the danger of 
the partties in the state^ with particular reference to 
the founding of them on geographical discrimina 
tionSi Let me now take a more comprehensive view^ 
and warn you in the most solemn manner against the 
baneful eflfecta of the spirit, of party^ generally* 

^^ This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from^ 
our nature, naving its root in the strongest passiona 
of the human mind. It exists under different shapes 
in all governments, more or less stifled, controled, 
(hr repressed* But in those of the popular form, it is 
seen in its greatest rankness ; and is truly their worst 
enemy^ v 

^^ The alternate dominion of one faction over 
•nothery ^arpened by the spirit of revenge natural 
to party dissentfon, which, in different ages and 
countries, has perpetrated the most horrid enormi* 
ties, is itself frightful despotism. But this leads at 
length to a formal and permanent despotism* The 
disorders and miseri^ which result, gradually inclin; 
the minds of men ta seek security and repose in the 
absolute p6wer of an individual* And, sooner or later, 
the chief of some prevailing faction, more able or 
more fortunate than his competitors, turns this dis* 
position to the purposes of his own elevation, on tht 
ruins of public liberty* 

** Without looking forward to aii-extremity of 
this kind (which, nevertheless, ought not to be entire- 
ly out of sight,) the common and onttinual mischiefs 
of the 8{Hrit of party are sufficient to make it the in* 
terest and duty of a wise pec^le to discourage and 
restrain it* 

^* It serves always to distract the public councils, 
and enfeeble the public administration* It agitates 
the community with ill founded jealousies and false 
alarms ; kindles the animosity of one part against 
%nother ; foments occasionally riot and insurrection { 
and opens the door to foreign influence and corrup- 
tion, which find a facilitated access to the government 
itself through the channels of par^- passions* Thus 

Digitized by V^OOQ IC- 



, LIFE OF WASHINGTON* US 

die policy and wtU of one country are subjected to 
tbe policy and will of anothtrr* 

^ 1'here 18 an opinion that parties in free coun* 
tries are useful checks upon the administration of the 
government, and serve to keep alive the spirit of 
liberty, 'ihis, within certain limits, is pn*baMy true: 
andt in governments of a monarchical cas . patriotism 
asay look with indulgence, if not with iavort upon 
the spirit of party* But in those of the popular cha* 
racter^ in governmenu pure!}' elective, it is a spirit 
not to be encouraged. 1* rom their natural tendencyi 
it is certain there will always be enough of this spir- 
it for every salutary purpose* A nd there being con- 
Mint danger of excess, the eifofi ought to be, by 
lorce of public opinion, to mitigate and assuage it* 
A fire not to be quenched, it demands a uniform 
vigilance to prevent its bursting into a flame, lestf 
instead of warmingt it should 'consume* 

** It isimporunt, likewise^ that the habiu of think* 
ing in a free country should inspire caution, in those 
entrusted with its administration, to confine them- 
selves within their respective constitutional spheres^ 
avoiding, in the exercise of the powers of one depart- 
ment, to encroach upon another* The spirit of en- 
croachment tends to consolidate the powers of all the 
departments in one, and thus to create, whatever the 
form of govemmenty.a real despotism* A just esti- 
mate of that love of p<»wer, and proneness to abuse 
itf which predominates in tlie human heart, is suffi- 
cient to satisfy us of the truth of this position. The 
necessity of reciprocal checks, in the exercise of po- 
litical power, by dividing and distributing it into dif- 
ferent depositories, and constituting esich the guar- 
dian of public weal against invasions by the others, 
has been evinced by experiments ancient and fnodem; 
some of them in our country, arid under our own eves. 
To preserve them must be as necessary as to institute 
them. If, in the opinion of the people, the distribu- 
tion or modification of the constitutional powers be 
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is any pafttculiir wrong, let it be corrected by n 
amend mrnt in the way whicU the constitution desig- 
iiate«»«-»Bui^ let there be no change by usorpation ; 
far though thiti in one instanccy m»y be the instru- 
ment of good, it is the customary weapon faty which 
free govcmments are descroyed«««The precedent 
BMM 4lway> greatly overbalance, inprrmanent evil* 
ai^ partial or transient benefit whicb the tise can at 
any tiipc yield. 

*^ Or all the dispositions^ and habits which lead to 
politif.^) prospciity, religion and tnoriality are india^ 
{Mtnsa^la supporta^^^ln vain would that man. chuoa 
the tribute ol pati totism* who should labor to .sub- 
vert these great pillars of human happiness, these 
firmest prop» of the duties of men and citizens*— *The 
■serf: politician, equally with the pious man^ ought 
to. respect and to cherish them«*^A voli^me could 
not trace all their connexi<m$ with private and puUic 
felicity* I^et it.be simply asked, where is the secu- 
rity for property ) for reputation, for life, if the sense 
of r^ligioust obligations DEssaT the oaths, which are 
the instruments of investigation in courts of Justice i 
Au4 l^t us with cautiou indulge the supposition, that 
Qiorality can be maintaiited without reliction. What 
ever may be conceded to the influence of refined edu* 
cation on minds of peculiar ^structure, reason and ex- 
|i!erience both forbid us to expcctthat national morale 
Uy can prevail in exclusion of religious principle* 

** * 1*1 s substantially true, that virtue or morality is 
a neccsjuiry spring of popular government* The rule 
indeed extends with nuire or less force to every spe^ 
eies of free government* WImj that is a sincere 
friend to it can look with indifference upon attempts 
to shake the foundation of the fabric f 

♦* Promote, then, as an object of primary iroport- 
ance, institutions for the general diffusicm of know- 
ledge.---In proportion as the structure of a govern- 
ment gives force to public opinion, it is essential 
that public opinion should be enlightened* 

Digitized by V^OOg 16 



LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 155 

♦'^ As a very important source of strength and sc- 
ciiriry, cherish public credit* One method of pre- 
serving it, is to use it as sparingly as possible; avoid- 
ing occasions 4>f expence by cultivating peace ; but 
remembering also that timely disbursemenU to pre^ 
pare for danger frequently prevent much greater dis-^ 
bursements to reptl it ; avoiding likewise the accu* 
mulations t>f debt^ not only by shunning occasions of 
expence^ but by vigorous exertions, in time of peace, 
to discharge the debts which unavoidable wars may 
have occasioned ; not ungenerously throwing upon 
posterity the i>urden which we ourselves ought to 
bean— ^The execution of these maxims belongs to 
your represastatives ; but it is necessary that public 
opinion should co-operate. To facilitate to them <h« 
performance of their duty, it is essential tha( you 
should practically bear in mind, that towards the pay- 
ment of debts there must be revenue ; that to have 
revenue there must be taxes ; that no taxes can be 
devised which are not more or less inconvenient and 
unpleasant ; that the intrinsic embarrassment inse- 
parable from the selection of the proper object (^hich 
is always a choice of difficulties) ought to be a deci- 
sive .motive for a candid construction of the conduct 
of the government in making it, and for a spirit of 
acquiescence in the measures for obtaining revenue, 
which the public exigencies may at any time die- 

^ate. . 

y^ <^ Observe good faith and justice towards all na- 
tions ; cultivate peace and harmony with all. Reli- 
gion and morality enjoiti this conduct : and can it be 
that good policy does not equally enjoin it t It will be < 
worthy of a free, enlightened, and at no distant jperiod 
a great nation, to give to mankind the magnanimous 
and too novel example of a people always guided by 
an exalted justice and benevolence. Who can doubt 
that in the course of time and things* the fruits of 
such a plan would richly repay any temporary advan- 
uges which might be lost fay a steady adherence to it 
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Can it be, that Providence has not connected dre per- 
manent felicity of a nation with its virtue i The ex*- 
perimentf at least* is recommended by every senti- 
ment which ennobles human nature. Alas ! is it reiv- 
dered impossible by its vices ? 
* ^ Ih the execution of such a plan, nothing is more 
essential than that permanent* inveterate antipathies 
against particular nations* and passionate attach- 
menu for others* should be excluded ; and that io 
place of them just and amicable feelings towards all 
should be cultivated. The nation which indulges 
towards another an habitual hatred* or an habitual 
fbndnesSf is in some degree a slave. It is a slave 
to its animosity or to its affection, either of which is 
sufficient to lead it astray from its duty and iu in- 
terest. Antipathy in one nation against another dis- 
poses each fl|or^ readily to oflRer insult and injury ; to 
lay hold of slight causes of umbrage ; and to be 
haughty and intractable* when accidental or trifling 
occasions of dispute occur. Hence frequent colli- 
sions, obstinate, etivenomed, and bloody contests. 
The nation, prompted by ill-will and resentment^ 
sometimes impels to war the government, contrary 
to the best calculations of policy. The government 
•ometimes participates in the national propensity ; 
and adopts, through passion* what reason would re^ 
ject. At o^er times, it makes the*linimo$i^ of the 
nation subservient to projects of hostility, instigated , 
by pride, ambition* and other sinister and pernicious ^ 
motives, ^he peace often* sometimes perhaps the 
liberty, of nations has been the victim. 
* ^ So, likewise, a passionate attachment of one na- 
tion for another produces a variety of evils. Sy mp^ 
thy for the favorite nation, facilitating the illusion oi 
an imaginary common interest* in cases where no 
real common interest exists, and infusing into one 
the enmities of the other,betrays the former into a par- 
ticipation in the quarrels and wars of the latter, with- 
out ad^cmate inducement or justificatioiu It leads 

Digitized by V^OOQIC 



LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 157 

also to concessions to the favorite nation, of privi- 
leges denied to qthers, which is apt doubly to injure 
the nation, making the concessions ; by unnecessari- 
ly parting with whatoUght to have been retained j and 
by exciting jealousy, ill-will, and a disposition to re- 
taliate, in the parties from whom equal privileges sure 
withheld. And it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or 
deluded citizens (who devote themselves to the fa 
vourite nation) facility to betray or sacrifice the inte 
rests of their own country, without odium, sometimes 
even with popularity ; gilding, with the appearances 
of a virtuous sense of obligation, a commendable de- 
ference for public opinion, or a laudable zeal for pub- 
lic good, the base or foolish compliances of ambition^ 
corruption, or infatuation* 

«< As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable 
ways, such attachments are particularly alarming to 
the truly enlightened and independent patriot. How 
many opportunities do they afford to tamper with do 
mestic factions f to practise the arts of seduction ; to 
mislead public opinion ; to influence or awe the pub- 
lic councils ! Such an attachment of a small or weak, 
towards a great and powerful nation, dooms the for- 
mer to be die satellite of the latter. 

" Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence 
(I conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens) the 
jealousy of a free people ought to be constantly 
awake j since history and experience prove that fo 
reign influence is one of the most baneful foes of 
republican government. But that jealousy, to be 
useful, must be impartial ; else it becomes the ii|- 
strument of the very influence to be avoided^ instead 
of a defence against it.-— Excessive partiality for one 
foreign nation, and excessive dislike of another^ 
cause those whom they actuate, to see danger only on 
one side ; and serve to veil and ev^n second the. arts 
of influence on the other. Real patriots, who may 
resist the intrigues of the favorite, are liable to be- 
come suspected and odious ; while its tools and duD«» 
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usurp the applause and confideDce of the people^ to 
surrender their interests* 

'* The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to 
foreign nations, is, in extending eur commercial re- 
lations, to have with them as little politic Ai. con- 
nexion as possible. So far as we have already form- 
ed engagements, let them be fulfilled with perfect 
good faith. Here let us stop. 

*« Europe has a set of primary interests, which to 
us have none, or a very remote relation. Hence she 
must be engaged in frequent controversies, the cau- 
ses of which are essentially foreign to our concerns. 
Hence, therefore, it must be unwise in us to implV- 
cate ourselves, by artificial ties,, in the ordinary vi- 
cissitudes of her politics, or the ordinary combina- 
tions and collision of her friendships or enmities. 

'^ Our detached and distant situation invites and 
enables us to pursue a different course. If we re- 
main one people, under an efficient government, the 
period is not far off, when we may defy material in- 
jury from external annoyance ; when we may take 
^uch an attitude as will cause the neutrality, We may 
at any time resolve upon, to be scrupulously respect- 
ed ; when belligerent nations, under the impossibi- 
lity of making acquisitions upon us, will not lightly 
hazard the giving us provocatiooi ; when we may 
choose peace or war, as our interest^ guided by 
justice, shall counsel. 

^ Wht forego the advantages of so pecufiar.a s:- 
tuation ? Why quit our own, to stand upon foreign 
ground ? Why, by interweaving our destiny with 
that of any part of Europe, entangle our peace and 
prosperity in the toils of European ambition, rival- 
&hip, interest, humour, or caprice ? 
2\ *• *Ti8 our true policy to steer clear of permanent 
alliances, with any portion of the foreiga world ; so 
ar, I mean, as we are now at liberty to do it ; for let 
me not be understood as capable of patronising in- 
fidelity to existing engagements. I hold the maxim 
no less applicable to public than to prjjm^ affairs, 
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that honesty is always the best policy. I repeat it, 
therefore, let those engagements be observed in their 
genuine sense. But, in my opinion, it is unnecessa- 
ry, and would be unwise, to extend them. 

<* Taking care always to keep ourselves, by suit* 
able establishments, in a respectable defensive pos« 
ture, we may safely tru^t to temporary alliances for 
extraordinary emergencies. 

^^ Harmony, and a liberal intercourse with all na* 
tions, are recommended by policy, humanity, and in* 
terest. But even our commercial policy should hold 
an equal and impartisd hand ; neither seeking nor 
granting exclusive favors or preferences ; consulting 
the natural course of things ; diffusing and diversify* 
ing by gende means the streams of commerce, but 
forcing nothing ; establishing, (with powers so dis- 
posed, in order to give trade a stable course, to de- 
fine tte rights of our merchant^> and to enable the 
government to support them,) conventional i-ules of 
intercourse, the best that present circumstances and 
mutual opinion will permit, but temporary, and liable 
to be from time to time abandoned or varied, as ex- 
perience and circumstances shall dictate ; constandy 
Jreeping in view, that it is folly In one nation to look 
for disinterested favors from another ; that it must 
pay with a portion of its independence, for whatever 
It may accept under that character ; that, b^ such 
acceptance, it may place itself in the condition of 
having given equivalents for nominal favors, and yet 
of being reproached with ingratitude for not giving 
more. There can be no greater error than to expect 
or calculate upon real favors from nation to nauon* 
It is an illusion which experience must cure, which 
a just pride ought to^ discard. 

** In offering to you, my countrymen, these coun- 
sels of an old and affectionate friend, I dare not hope 
they will make the strong and lasting impression I 
could wish ; that they will control the usual current 
of the passions, or prevent our nation from running 
the course which has hitherto marked the destiny of 
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nations ! hut, if I may even flatter myself, that they 
may be productive of some partial benefit, some oc- 
casional good ; that they may now and then recur to 
moderate the fury of party spirit ; to warn against 
the mischiefs of foreign intrigue j to guard against 
the impostures of pretended patriotism ; this hope 
will be a full recompense for the solicitude for your 
welfare, by which they have been dictated* 

^ How far, in the discharge of my official duties, 
I have been guided by the principles which have 
been delineated, the public records and other evi- 
dences of my conduct must witness to you and to the 
world. To myself, the a^^surance of my own con- 
science is, that I have, at least, believed myself to 
be guided by them. 

" In relation to the still subsisting ^yar in Europe, 
my proclamation of the 22d pf April, 13^93, is the 
index to my plan. Sanctioned by your approving 
. voice, and by that of your representatives in both 
houses of congress, the spirit of tfiat measure h^s 
continually governed me, uninfluenced i>y any at- 
tempts to deter or divert me from it. 

<* AtTER deliberate examination, with the aid of 
the best, lights I coald obtain, I was well satisfied 
that our country, under all th% circurtistances of the 
case, had a right to take, and was bound in duty and 
interest to take, a neutral position. Having taken it, I 
determined, as far as should depend upon me, to main- 
tain it with moderation, perseverance, and firmnes?. 
*' The considerations which respect the right to 
hold this conduct, it is not necessary on this occa- 
sion to detail. I will only observe, that, according 
to my understanding of the matter, that right, so far 
from being denied by any of the belligerent powers, 
has been virtually admitted by all. 

" The duty of liolding a neutral conduct may be 
inferred, without any thing more, from the obliga« 
. tion which justice and humanity impose on every na- 
tion, in cases in which it is free to act, to maintain 
inviolate the relations of peace ^pi,^>|fe'Q towards 
other nations. . "^ 
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^ The inducements of interest for observing that 
conduct will best be referred to your own reflections 
and experience. With me, a predominant motive 
has been, to endeavor to gain time to our couptry 
to settle and mature its yet recent institutions, and 
to progress without interruption to that degree of 
strength and consistency, which is necessary to give 
it^ humanly speakings the command of its own for- 
tunes. 

" Though, in reviewing the incidents of my ad- 
ministration, I am unconscious of intentional error, 
I am nevertheless too sensible of my defects, not to 
think it probable that I may have committed many 
errors. Whatever they may be, I fervently beseech 
the Almighty to avert or mitigate the evils to which 
they may tend. I shall also carry with me the hope 
that my country will never cea^e to view them with 
. indulgence \ ^nd that, after forty-five years of my 
life dedicated to its service, with an upright zeaU the 
faults of mcompetent abilities will be consigned to 
oblivion^ as myself must soon be to the mansions of 
rest. 

^ Relting on its kindness in this as in other thmg», 
and actuated by that fervent love towards it, which 
is so natural to a mauf who views in it the ns^tive soil 
of himself and his progenitors for several generations, 
I anticipate with pleasing expectation that retreat, in 
which I promise myself to realize, without alloy, the 
sweet enjoyment of partaking, in the midst of my 
fellow-citizens, the benign influence of good laws tin- 
der a free go» ernment— the ever favorite object of 
my heart, aid th^ happy reward, as I trusty of our 
mutual cause, labours and dangers. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

^ United States^ \ 

^Ith Sept. 179S.'' J ' 

' P 2 ' Digitized by CiO ogle 



162 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 

The appearance of this address in the gaaettes of 
the United States, struck every where a damp on the 
^>irits of the people* To be thus bidden farewell by 
one to whom, in every time of danger, they bad so 
long and so fondly looked up, as, under God^ their 
surest and safest friend, could not but prove to them 
a grievous shock. Jndeed many could not. refrain 
from tears, especially when they came to that part 
where he talked of being soon to be ^' consigned to 
the mansions of rest.'* 

During the next and last session that he ever 
met congress, lyhich began on the 7th of December, 
ir96, he labored hard to induce that honorable body 
instantly to set about the following public works, 
which, to him, appeared all important to the nation. 

1st. Societies and institutions for the improve* 
ment of agriculture. 

2d. A navy. * 

3d. A military Academy. 

4th. A manuiactory of arms. 

5th. A national university. 

On the 4th of March, 1797, he took his last leave 
of Philadelphia. Having ever been an enlightened 
and virtuous republican, who deems it the first of 
<5uties to honourahe man whom the majority of his 
countrymen had chosen to honour, Washington could 
not think of going away, until he had first paid bis 
lespects to the man of their choice. It was this that 
retarded bis journey— it w^s this that brought him to 
the senate chamber. 

About eleven o'clock, while the members of con- 
gress, with numbers of the first characters, were as* 
sembled in the senate hall, anxiously awaiting the 
arrival of Mr. Adam's, a modest rap was heard at the 
door. Supposing it to be the president elect, the at- 
tention of all was turned to the entry, when, lo ! i^.- 
stead of Mr. Adams and his suite, who should appear 
but the honoured and belbved form of Washington^ 
without attetidants, and in his plain travelling dress 
Indujstry the joy of filial love sprimg up in all heart4| 
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glowed in every face ; and bursted forth in in^olwv^ 
tory plaudits from every tongue* Prescndy Mr. Ad- 
ams entered with his attendants ; but passed cm in a 
great measure unnoticed. The father of his country 
was in the presence of his children, and perhaps fic> 
the last time; who then could divide his attentions? 
Riveted on his face was every gl^tening eye ; while 
busy memory^ flying over the many toils and dangers 
of his patriot life, gave the spectators up to those de^ 
licious.thoughtsfrom which no obtruder could break 
them without a sigh. 

Having just waited to congratulate Mr. Adams . 
on his inauguration, and very heartily to pray that 
^ his government might prove a great joy to himself 
*< and a blessing to his cbuntyy'^ lie hastened to 
Mount Vernon; to close in peace the short evening 
of this laborious lite j and to wait for a bettert even 
for that " rest which remainethfor thept^pU ofGod.*^ 

He carried with him the most fervent prayers -of 
congress, that ** Heaven would pour its happiest sun* 
shine on the decline of his days^ But this their pray* 
er was not fully answered. On the, contrary, with 
respect to his country^ at least, his evening sun went 
down under a cloud. 

The French directory, engaged in a furious war 
wifh England} turned to America for aide But Wash- 
ington, wisely dreading the effects of war on his 
young republic^ and believing that she had an unques- 
tioned right to neutrality, most strictly enjoined it 
on his people by proclamation. This so enraged 
the directory, that they presently gave oi'ders to their 
cruizers, to seize American ships on the high seas 
— ^that equal path which God had spread for the na- 
ticms to trade on ! Washington had sent out generA 
Charles C. Pinckney to remonstrate^ against wiA. 
iniquitous proceedings. The directory would not 
receive him ! but still continued their spoliations on 
our wide-spread md defenceless commerce, ruining 
numbers of innocent femilies. Still determined, ae 
cording to Washington's advice^ '^ so to act as to /mi 
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our enemy in the rvrong,^ the Amencan govemment 
dispatched two other envoys, Gen. Marshall and El-> 
bridge Gerry^ to aid Pindtdey* But they faarcd no 
better* Though they only supplicated for peace I 
though they only prayed to he permitted to make ex- 
planations, they were still kept by the directory at a 
most mortifying distance ; and, after all, were told, 
that America was not to look for a single sihile of 
reconciliation, nor even a word on that subject, until 
her envoys should bring large tribute in thetr hands !! 
This, as Washington had predicted, instantly evapo- 
rated the last drop of American patience. He had 
always said, that, " though some Very interested or 
*^ deluded persons were much too fond of Erigland 
** and France to value America as they ought ; yet 
" he was firmly persuaded, that the great mass of 
** the people were hearty lovers of their cpuntry ; and, 
** as soon as their eyes were open to the grievous in- 
^^ juries, done her, would assuredly Tcsent them, like 
** men, to whom God had given strong feelings, on 
*' purpose to guard their rights." 

His prediction was gloriouslv verified. For, on 
hearing the word tribute, the American envoys in- 
stantly took fire ! ! while the brave Gen. Pinckney, 
(2k revolutionary soldier, and neither Englishman nor 
Frenchman^ but a true American,) indignantly ex- 
claimed to the secretary of the directory— ♦< Tribute^ 
sir I nOy sir i the Americans pay no tribute I tell the 
directory, that we will give millions for defence, but 
not a cent for tribute*'* 

Soon as this demand'of the directory was told in 
Atnerica,c he glorious spirit of '76 was kindled like 
a flash of lij^t&ing, from St. Mary's to Maine. 
** JVhat P' said the people every where, " shall we^ 
shall Americans! who, rather than pay an unconstitu- 
tional three-penny tax on tea, bravely encounterea « 
bloody war, with Britain, now tamely yield to Franct 
^ beggar us at pleasured No ! Millions for defence, 
but not a cent for tributei** was nObly reverberated 
airoughout the continentr i oooip 
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War being now fully expected^ the eyes of the 
nation were instantly turned towards Washington^ to 
head her armies against the French. He readily 
consented ; but, at the same time, observed that 
there would be no war. ** The directory,*' said he, 
** though mad enough to do almost any thing, are yet 
not quite 80 mad at to venture an attack, when they 
shaU find that the spirit of the nation is up*'^ The 
«vent showed the usual correctnessof his judgment 
for, on discovering that America, though very willing 
to be the sister, had no notion of being the slave of 
France— ^n learning that Washington was roused, 
andthe strength of the nation rallying around him 
— ^nd also that the American tars, led on by the gal- 
lant Truxton, had spread the fiery stars of liberty, 
blasting on every sea the sickly fieurs-dc'luce, of 
gallic piracy^ the directory very sagaciously signified 
a disposition to accommodate. Mr. Adams immedi- 
ately dispatched three new envoys to the French re- 
public* By the time they got there, the French re- 
public was no more! Bonaparte, believing that 
volatile people incapable of governing for themselves, 
had kindly undertaken to govern for them ; and ha- 
ving, en passantj kicked the directory from their 
seats, he seized their ill-managed power, and very 
leisurely mounted the throne of the Bourbons. 
Dazzled with the splendor of his talents and victories, 
the great nation quietly yielded to his reign ; and 
with a happy versatility peculiar to themselves, ex- 
changed the tumultuous and bloody *** Ca ira^^ for 
the milder notes of " vive Pempereur*^ With this 
wonderful man, the American envoys found no diffi- 
culty to negotiate 5 for having no wish to re-unite 
America to his hated enemy, Britain, he received 
them very graciously ; and presently settled all their 
claims in a satisfactory manner. Thus lovingly did 
the breath of God blow away once more the black 
cloud of war, and restore the bright day of peace to 
our fiivoured land ! But Washington never lived to 
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rejoiqe with his countrymeninthesundhtneoi tha( 
peace ; for before It reached our shores^ he had 
closed his eyes for ever on all i6ortai things* 



CHAPTER XIL 

THE DEATH OF WASHINGTON. 

And when disease obstructs the labouring breath. 
When the heart sickens and each pulse is deaths 
Even then Religion shall sustain the just ; 
Grace their last moments ; nor desert their dust. 

IF the prayers of millions could have prevaili^, 
Washington would have been immortal on earth* 
And if fulness of peace, riches, and honours could 
have rendered that immortality happy^ Washington 
had been blessed indeed. But this world is not the 
place of true happiness. Though numberless are the 
satisfactions^ which a prudence and virtue like Wash- 
ington's tfiay enjoy in this world, yet they fall short, 
infinite degrees, of that pure, unembittered felicity, 
which the Almighty parent has preparedin heaven 
for the spirits of the just. 

To prepare for this immensity of bliss, is the real 
errand on which God sent us into the world. Our 
preparation consists in acquiring those great virtues, 
purity and love, ^hich alone can make us xvorthy 
companions of angels, and fit partakers of their ex- 
alted delights. Washington had wisely spent his life 
in acquiring the immortal virtues. <^ He had 
foughl the gaodjighf^ against his owp unreasonable . 
affections. Jle h(ui glorified God^ by exemplifying ^e 
charms of virtue to men. He hdd borne the heat and 
burden of the day — ^his great day of duty : and the 
evening of old age being come,o|llft servant of God 
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inuat now go to receive his wages. Happy Wash 
ington ! If crowns an4 kingdoms could have purcha- 
sed such peace as thine, such hopes big with immor 
tality, with what begging earnestness would crowns 
and kingdoms have been offered by th^ mighty con- 
querors of the earth, in their dying moments of ter^ 
ror and despair I 

On the 14th of December, 1799, (when he want- 
ed but 9 weeks and 2 days of being 68 years old,) he 
rode out to his mill, thfee miles distant. The day 
was raw and rainy* The following night he was at- 
tacked with a violent pain and inflammation of the 
throat. The lancet of one of his domestics was em- 
ployed, but with no advantage. Early in the morn- 
ing, Dr. Craik, the friend and physician of his youth 
and age, was sent for. Alarmed at the least appear- 
ance of danger threatening a life so dear to him. Dr. 
Craik advised to call in, immediately, the consult- 
ing assistance of his £riends,the ingenious and learned 
Dr. Dick, of Alexandria, and Dr. Brown, of Port 
Tobacco. They came on the wings ofj&peed. They 
felt the awfulness of their situation. The greatest 
of human beings was lying low. A life, of all others 
the most reveredy the most behved^ -w^ls at stake» 
And if hums^ skill could have saved-— if the sword 
of genius, and the buckler of experience could have 
umedrhe stroke of death, Washington had still 
lived. But his heitr was come* 

It appears, . niat from the commencement of the 
attack, he was favored with a presentiment, that he 
was now laid down to rise no more. He took, hoiv- 
e^er, the medicines that were offered him : but it was 
principally from a sense of duty. 

It has been said that a man^s death is generally a 
copy of his life. It was Washingtonf s case exactly* 
In his last illness he behaved with the firmness of a 
soldier, and the resignation of a christian. 

The inflammation in his throat was attended with 
great pain, which he bore with the fortitude that be- 
came him He was, once or twjce Jjcg^^ to say 
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that, had it pleased Godf he shauU have been glad ta 
die a little easier ; but that he doubted not that it was 
for his good. 

Evert hour now spread a ladder gloom over the 
scene. Despair sat on the faces of the physicians ; 
for they saw that their art had failed ! The strength 
of the mighty was departing from him ; and deaths 
with his sad harbingers, chills and paleness, was 
coming on apace. 

Mount Vernon, which had long shone the queen 

of elegant joys, was now about to suffer a sad eclipse \ 

an eclipse, which would soon be mournfully visible, 

not only through the United States, but throughout 

' the whole world. 

Sons and daughters of Columbia, gather your- 
selves together around the bed of your expiring fa- 
ther—around the last bed of him to whom under Gk)d 
you and your children owe many of the best bles- 
sings of this life. When Joseph the prime minbter 
of Egypt heard that his shepherd father was sick, he 
hastened up, to see him ; and fell on his face^ and 
kissed him, and wept a long while. But Joseph had 
never received such services from Jacob as you have 
received from Washington. But we call you not to 
weep for Washington. We ask you not to view those 
eyes, now sunk hollow, which formerly darted their 
lightning flashes against your enemies — nor to feel 
that heart, now faindy laboring, which so often throb- 
bed with more than mortal joys when he saw hi& 
young countrymen (^barging Uke lions, upon the foes 
of liberty. No ! we call you not tQ wefcp^ but to re- 
joice. Washington, who so often conquered him- 
self, is now about to ccMiquer the last enemy. 

Silent and sad his physicians sat by his bedside^ 
looking on him as he lay panting for breath. ITiey 
thought on the past^ and the tear swelled in their 
eyes. He marked it, and, stretching out his hand 
to them, and "shaking his head, said, " O no i dorCtt 
dorUt /** then with a delightful smile added, ^ lam 
^m^,^5'^>2r/,mfn / hut, thank G<li^,lm§^^ ofratd 
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F&EXIKG' that the hour of his departure out of 
this world was at hand, he desired that every bodjr 
would quit the room* - They all went out; and, ac- 
cording to his wish, left him — with his Crod.- 

There, by himself; like Moses alone on the top 
of Pisgah, he seeks the face of God* There, by him^ 
9tlf^ standing as on the awful boundary that dirides 
time from eternity, that separates this woild from 
the next, he cannot quit the long frequented haunts 
of the one, nor launch away into the untried regions 
of the other^nntil fin bumble imitation of the world's 
great Redeemer) he has poured forth, into the bosom 
of his God^ those strong sensations Which the solem* 
nity of his situation natCkraUy suggested.^ 

With what angelic fervor did he adore that Al' 
mighty £r^^, which, though inhabiting the heaven of 
heavens, deigned to wake his sleeping dust — ^framed 
him so fearfully in the womb—^nursed him on a ten- 
der mother's Ari»M/— -watched his helpless infancy—^ 
guarded his heedless youth— preserved him from the 
dominion of hia passions-^inspired him with the love 
of virtue — ^led him safely up to man — and, from such 
low beginnings, advanced him to such unparalleled 
vaefulnesa and glory among men \ These, and ten 
diousand other precious gifts heaped on hiiri, un- 
asked*— many of them long before tie had the know- 
ledge to ask — overwhelmed his soul with gratitude 
unutterable; exalted to infLoite heights his ideas of 
eternal love; and bade him without fear resign hi» 
departing spirit mt6 the arms of hm Redeemer God, 
whose meretes are over all his works* 

He is now about to leave the great family of man. 
. hi which he has so long sojoumedT The yearnings of 
his soul are over his brethren! How fervently does 
he adore that j^^^n^^, which epabled him to be so 
serviceable to them ! that grace^ which preserved 
him from injuring them b)f violence or fraud ! How 
fervently does he pray, that the unsuffering kingdom 
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%fGod may c^me^ and that the earth may ^be Med 
with the richest frui^ of righteousness and peace! 

He is now about to leave his country/ that dear 
spot which gave him birth*— *that dear spot for which 
he has so long watched and prayed, so long toiled 
and fought ; and whose beloved children he has. bo 
often sought to gather, ^^ even as a hen gatbereth h^cr 
chickens under her wings." He sees them now spread 
abroad like flocks in goodly pastures i like favoured 
Israel. in the land of promise. He remembers how 
God, by a mighty band, and by an outstretched arm, 
brought their fathers into this good land, aland flow- 
ing with milk and honey ; and blessed them with the 
olessings of heaven' above, and the earth beneath ; 
with the blessings of liberty and of peace, pf reli- 
gion and of LAWS, above all other people. He sees 
that, throygh the rich mercies of God, they have 
now the precious opportunity to continue their coun- 
try the GLORY of the earth, and a refuge for the poor^ 
and for the persecuted of all lands ! The transporting 
sight of such a cloud of blessings, impending close 
over the heads of his countrymen, together with the 
distressing uncertainty wheuier they will put forth 
their hands and enjoy them, shakes the parent soul 
3f Washington with feelings too strong' tat his dying 
'rame! The last tear that he js ever to shed, now 
steals into his eye — ^the last groan that he is ev^r to 
neave, is about to issue from his faintly labouring 
heart! 

Feelimo that the silver cord of life is loosing, and 
that his spirit is ready to quit her old companion, the 
body, he extends himself on his bed— closes ms eyes 
fDr die last time with his own hands— 4blds hisarm^ 
decently on Ins breast, then breathing out " Father of 
mercies^ take me to thyse^P'^'^ht fell asleep. 

Swift on angels^ wings the brightening saint as* 
cended ; while voices more dian htftiian were warb- 
ling through the happy regions, and hymning the 
great procession towards the gates of heaven. His 
glorious coming was a^een afar offj and myriads of 
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tni^^ anfi;els hastened forth, with goldeti harps, to 
welcome me honoured stranger. High in front of 
the shouting hosts, were seen the beauteous forms 
of Franklin, Warren, Merger, Sc ahmel, and 
of HIM who fell at Quebec, with all the virtuous 
PATRIOTS, who, on the side of Columbia, toiled or 
bled for liberty and truth. But oh ! how changed 
fttta what they were, when, in their days of flesh, 
bathed in sweat and bloody they fell at |the parent feet 
of their weeping country ! Not the homeliest infant 
suddenly springing into a soul-enchanting Hebe-:-not 
dreary winter suddenly brightening into spring, with 
all her bloom and fragrance, ravishing the senses, 
could equal such a glorious change. Oh ! where are 
now their wrinkles and grey hairs? Where their 
ghastly wounds apd clotted blood ? Their fbrnas arc 
of the stature of gngels-^their robes like morning 
douds streaked with gold-"— the stars of heaven, like 
crowns, glitter on their heads— ^immortal youth, 
celestial rosy red^ sits Uooming on their cheeks,' while 
infinite benignity and. love beam from their ^yes# 
Such were the forms of thy sons, O Columbia ! such 
the brother band of thy martyred saints, that now 
poured forth from heaven's wide opening gates, to 
meet thy Washington ; to meet their beloved chief, 
who, in the days of his mortality, had led their em- 
battled squadrons to the war. At sight of hiiii, even 
these blessed spirits ^ettx^ to feel new raptures, and to 
look more dazzlingly blight. In joyous throngs they 
pour around him— they devour him with their eyes 
of love^p— they embrace him ih transports of tender- 
ness unutterable ; while from their roseate cheeks, 
tears of joy, such as. angels weep, roll down. 

All that followed was too much for the over-daz- 
ried eye of Imagination. She was seen to return, with 
the quick panting bosom and looks entranced of a 
fond mother, near swooning at sudden sight of a dear 
loved son, deemed lost^ but noyr founds and raised to 
iinghf honours / She was heard passionately to ex* 
daimi with palms imd ey^ lifted to heaven^ ^^ 0, who 
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<»n comna th^^tart ^Jacoh^or member the jburth pari 
tf the blessings of Jsraeil-^^Let me die the death^sj 
yiaihin%ton I and may my iatter end be fiithiaP'* 

Let us now return to all that remained of Wash- 
ington on earth.^ He had expressly ordered in his 
vf'dV, that heshould be buried in a private manner^ and 
lunthout any parade. Bat this was impossible; for 
who cduld stay at home when it was said, ^^'Today 
general Washington is to be buried!'^ On the morn- 
ing of the 18th, which was fixed on for his funeral, 
the people poured in by thousands to pay him the last 
respect y and, as they said, to take their last look. And* 
while they looked on him, nature stirred that at tlieir 
hearts, which quickly brought the best blood into 
their cheeks, and rolled down the tears from their 
eyes. About two o'clock they bore him to his long 
home, and buried him in his own family vault, near 
the banks of the great Potomac. And to this day, 
often as the ships of war pass that way, they waken 
up the thunder of their loudest gUns^ pointed to the 
spot^ as if to tell the sleeping hero, that, he is not for- 
gotten in his narrow dwelling. 

The n^wsof hiis death soon reached Philadelphia, 
where Congress was then in session. "A\juestion of 
importance being on the carpet that day, the house, 
as usual, was much interested. Butr so^n as it was 
announced — "General .Washington ife dead'*— 
an instant stop was put to all busiues8---the tongue of 
the orator was struck dumb-^and a midnight silence 
ensued, save when it was interrupted by deepest sigha 
of the members^ as, with drooping foreheads rested 
on their palms, thty sat, each absorbed in mournful 
cogitation. Pteseiltly, as utterly unfit' for business^ 
both houses adjourned; and the members retired 
slow and sad to their lodgings, like nieh who had 
Suddenly heard of the death of a father^ 

For several days hardly any thing was dOne in 
Congress j hardly anything thought of but to talk of 
and to praise the departed Washington. lt% this patrio- 
tic work^l parties joined with e<(Ual alacrity ad fcar- 
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nestness. In thfs all wtrt Jederali^y all were repub* 
Scans* Elegant addresses were exchanged between 
the two houses of Congress and the President, and 
idl of them replete with genius and gratitude. > 

Then, by unanimous consent, Congress came to 
the following resolutions : 

1st. THATit grand marble monument should 
erected at the city of Washington, under which 
with permission of his lady, the body of the ge- 
neral should be deposited. ' - 
2d. That there should be a funeral procession 
from congress hall to the German Lutheran 
church, to hear an oration delivered by one of 
the members of congress. 
3d. That the members of congress should wear 

full mourning during the session. 
4th. That it should be recommended to thepcv 
ple of the United States to wear crape on 
left arm, as mourning, for thirty days. 
But, thank God, the people of the United States 
needed not the hint contained in the last resolution* 
Though they could not all very elegantly speak, yet 
their actions showed that they all very deeply Jek 
what they owed to Washington^ For, in every city, 
village, and hamlet, the people were so struck on 
hearing of his death, that long before they heard o 
the resolution of congress, they ran together to ease 
their troubled minds in talking and hearing talfc o. 
Washington, and to devise some public mode of tes 
tifying their sorrow for his death. Every where 
throughout' the continent, churches and court houses 
were hung in black, mourning was put on, proces- 
sions were made, and sermons preached, while the 
crowded houses listened with pleasure to the praises 
of Washington, or sighed and wept when they hear4 
of his toils ax^d battles for his country. 
Q2 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

CHARACTER OF WASHINGTON, 

Let the poor witling argue all he can, ' 

It 18 Rehgiob still that makes the man. 

WHEN the children of the years to come, hear- 
ing his great name re-echoed from every Up, shall 
say to their fathers, << What was it that raised Wash" 
ington to such height of glory ?" let them be told that 

It was Hlff GREAT *r A LENTS, CONSTANTLY GUIDED 

AND GUARDED BY RELIGION. For how shall man, 
frail man, prone toihglorious ease and pleasure, ever 
ascend the arduous steps of virtue, uriless animated 
by the mighty hopes of religion ? Or what shall stop 
him in his swift descent to infamy and vice, if un- 
awed by that dread power, which proclaims to the 
guilty that their secret crimes are seen, and shall not 
go unpunished ? Hence, the wise, in all ages, have 
pronounced, that " there never was a truly great 
man without religion*'* 

There have, indeed, been courageous generals^ 
and cunning statesmen^ without religion, but mere 
courage or cunning, however transcendent, never yet 
made u great man. 

" Admit that this can conquer, that can cheat! 
'* Tis phrase absurd^ to call a villain great { 
^ Who wickedly is wise, or madly brave, 
*' Is but the more a fool, the more a koave.^' 

No ! to be truly great, a man must have not only 
great talents, but those talents must be constantly ex- 
erted on great, i. e. ^oo^ ^ttScmz-^-and persev^ringly 
too— ^for if he should turn siside to vice— farewell to 
his heroism. Hence, when Epaminondas was asked 
which was the greatest man, himself or Pelopidas? 
he replied, ** wait till we are aead :'^'* meaning that 
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^e dl pf heroism depends on perievefwuce^ in gi^sat 
and good actions. Bat sensual and grovding as 
man is, what can incline and elevate him to those 
things like religion, that divine power, to whom alone 
it belongs to present those vast and eternal goods vaA 
His which best alarm our fears, enrapture oUf hopes, 
inflame the worthiest loves, rouie the truest avarice^ 
and in short, toucli every spring and passion of our 
souls in favour of virtue and noble actions. 

Did shame festrain Alcibiades from a base action 
inthe presence of Socrates ? ** Behold^^ says Religion, 
♦' a greater than Socrates is here /'* 

Did love embolden Jacob to brave fourteen years 
of slavery for an earthly beauty ? Religion springs that 
eXernal love, for whose sake good men can even glo- 
ry in laborious duties* 

'Did the ambition of a civic crowtt animate Sdpio 
to heroic deeds ? Religion holds a cfown^ at the sight 
of ivhich the laurels of a Caesar droop to weeds. 

Did avarice urge Cortez through a thousand toils 
and dangers for wealth t Rt^ligion points to those 
treasures in heaven, compared to i«rhich all diamond 
beds and mines of massy gold are but trash. 

Did good Aurelius study the happiness of his sub- 
jects for this world^s glory ? Religion displays that 
world of glory, where thosie who have kbouted to 
make others happy, sh^l ^\ shine Hie stars for e^^r 
tmdfor ever^^ 

Does the fear of death deter man from horrid 
crimes ? Religion adds infinite horrors to that fear — 
it warns them of a death both of soul ahd body in hell. 

In short, what motives under heaven can restrain 
men from vices and crimes, and urge them on, full 
stretch, after individual and national hajfiipihessf like 
those of religion? For lack of these motives, alas! 
how many who once dazzled the world with the glare 
of their exploits, are now eclipsed and set to rise no 
^ore! ' 

There was Arnold, who, in courage and military 
'tdents, glittered in the sam^e firmaiiieiH with Wiuh- 
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iDgton, and) for a while, his face shone like the star 
of the morning ; but alas ! for lack of Washington's 
religion^ he soon fell, like Lucifer, from a heaven of 
glory, into an abyss of never ending infamy. 

, Amd there was generalCharles Lee, too, confessed- 
ly a great wit, a great scholar^ a great soldier, but, af- 
ter all, not a great man. For, through lack of that 
magnanimous benevolence which religion inspires, he 
fell into the vile state of envi^ : and, on the plains of 
Monmouthy rather than fight to immortalize Wash- ' 
ington, he chose to retreat and disgrace himself. 

There was the gallant general Hamilton also—- « 
gigantic genius — a statesman fit to rule the mightiest 
monarchy — a soldier *'^/it to standby Washington and 
give command*^'* But alas! for lack of religion, see 
how all was lost ! preferring the praise of man to that 
praise " which cometh from God,^^ and pursuing the 
phantom honour up to the pistol's mouth, he is cut 
off at once from life and greatness, and leaves his 
family and country to mourn his hapless fate. 

And there was the fascinating colonel Burr. A man 
bom to be^-f^a^ — brave as Csesar, polished as Ches- 
terfield, eloquent as Cicero. Lifted by the strong 
arm of his country, hejose fasty and bade fair soon 
to fill the place where Washington had sat. But alas ! 
lacking religion, he could not wait the spontaneous 
fall of the rich honors ripening ov<6r his head, but in 
evil hour stretched forth his hand to the forbidden 
fruity and by that fatal act was cast out from the Eden 
of our republic, and atperced of greatness for ever. 
. But why should I sumnion the Arnolds and Lees, 
the Hanul^ns and Burrs of the earth, to give sad evi- 
dence, that no valour, no genius alone can make nieii 
great ? Do we not daily meet with instances, of youth 
amiable and promising as their fond parents' wishes^ 
who yet, merely for lack of religion, soon make ship- 
wreck of every precious hope, sacrificing their gold 
to gamblers, their health to harlots, and their glory 
to grog-t-making conscience their curiae, thisltfe a 
purgatory, and the next a hell! In fi^t, a young m$iii, 
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^ough of the finest talents and education, without re- 
ligi(»), isbuflike a go4*geous ship without ballast. 
Highly painted) and with flowing canvass, she laun- 
trfaes out on the deep; and, during a smooth sea add 
gentle breeze, she moves along stately as the pride of 
ocean; but, as soon as the stormy winds descenc^, 
and the blackening billows begin to roll, suddenly she 
is overset, and disappears for ever. But who is this 
coming thus gloriously along, with masts towering 
to heaven, and his sails white, looming like the mou^)- 
tain of snows ? Who is it but " Columbiahfrst and 
greatest son /" whose talents, like the sails of a migh- 
ty ship, spread far and wide, catching the gales of 
heaven, while his capacious soul, stored with therieh 
hallast of religion, remains firm and unshaken as the 
ponderous rock. The warm zephyrs of prosperity 
breathe meltingly upon him — ^the rough storms of ad*" 
versity descend — the big billows of affliction dash: 
hut nothing can move him. His eye is fixed on God ! 
the present jays of an approving conscience, and the 
hope of that glory which fadeth not away — these 
comfort and support him. 

** There exists 9^* says Washington, ** in the economy 
of nature^ an inseparable connexion between duty and 
advantage.^ — The whole life of this great man bears 
glorious witness to the truth of this his favorite apho- 
rism. At the giddy age of fourteen, when the spi- 
rits of youth are all on tiptoe for freedom and ad- 
ventures, he felt a strong desire to go to sea : but, 
very opposite to his wishes, his mother declared that 
she could not bear to part with him. His trial must 
have been very severe; for I have been told that a 
midshipman's commission was actually in his pocket 
~-his trunk of clothes on board the ship^^his honour 
in some sort pledged— ^his young companions impor- 
tunate ^with him to go— and his whole soul panting 
for the promised pleasures of the voyage. But re- 
ligion whispered ^^ honour thy mother^ and grieve 
not the spirit of her who bore thee.^ - 
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Ikstant^t the glorious boy sacrificed ioclitiatioti 
to duty— dropt all thought of. the voytage-^and gave 
tears of Joy to his widowed mother, in clasping to 
her bosom a deaf child who could deny himself his 
fondest wishes to make her happy. 

'Tis said, that when he saw the last boat going on 
boardy with several of his youthful friends in it— 
when he saw the flash, and heard the report of the 
signal gun for sailing, and the ship in all her pride 
of caavass rounding off for sea, he could not bear it ; 
but turned away ; and, half cboaked with grief, went 
into the room where his mother sat. ** George^ my 
dear /*' said she ** have you already repented that you 
made your mother so happy just now ? Upon this, 
falling on her bosom, with his arms around her neck, 
and a gush of tears^ h^ said : ^< my dear mother^ J 
must not deny that lam sorry. But^ indeed^ I J eel 
that I should be much more sorry ^ were I on board 
the ship f and knew that you were unhappy.'* 

♦* Well/' replied she, embracing him tenderly, 
*< Gody Ihopej will reward my dear boy for thisy some 
day or other!'* Now see here, young reader ; and 
learn that he who prescribes our duty^ is able tore- 
ward it. Had George left his fond mother to a 
broken heart, and gone off to sea, 'tis next to certain 
that he would never have taken that active part in 
the French and Indian war, which, by.securing him 
the hearts of his countrymen, paved the way for all 
his future greatness. 

Now for another instance of the^ wonderful effect 
of religion on Washington's fortune. Shortly after re- 
turning from the war of Cuba, Lawrence (his half 
brother) was taken with the consumption, which 
made him so excessively fretful, that his own bro- 
ther Augustin would seldom come near him. But 
George, whose heart was early under the softening 
and sweetening influences of religion, felt such a ten- 
derness for his poor sick brother, that he not only 
submitted to his peevishness, but seemed^ from what 
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I have been told^ never so haray as when he w^s 
with him. He accompanied him to the inland of 
Bermuda, in quest of bealth^^nd, after their return 
to Mount Vernon, as often as his duty tq^rd Fair- 
fax permitted, he would come down from the back 
woods to see bim« And, while with him, he was al- 
ways contriving or -doing something to cheer and 
comfort his brother* Sometimes with his gun he 
would go out in quest of partridges and snipes^ and 
other fine-flavored game, tp tempt his brother's sick- 
ly appetite, and gain him strength. At other times 
he would sit for hours and read to him some enter- 
taining book : and, when his cough came on, he 
would support his drooping head, and wipe the cold 
dew from his forehead , or the phlegm from his lips, 
and give him his medicine, or smooth his pillow ; 
and all with such alacrity and artless tenderness as 
proved the sweetest cordial to his brother's spirits* 
For he was often heard to say to the Fairfax family, 
into which he married, that ^^ he should think nothing' 
tfhis sicknessy if he could but always have his brother 
Ceorgexviih him.^^ Well, what was the consequence I 
Why, when Lawrence was dying* he left almost 
the whole of his large estate to George, which served 
as another noble step to his future greatness. 

For further proof of ^*'the inseparable connexion bt* 
tween duty mm advantage^'* \tt us look at Washing- 
ton's conduct through Uie French and Indian war. 
To a man of his uncommon military mind, and skiH 
in the art? of Indian warfare, ^e pride and precipi- 
tance of general Braddock must have been excessive- 
ly disgusting and disheartening. But we hear no- 
Uiing of his threatening either to leave or supplant 
Braddock. On the contrary, he nobly brooked his 
rude manners; gallantly obeyed his rash orders; 
and, as far as in him lay, endeavoured to eorrect 
their fatal tendencies. 

And, after the death of Braddock, and the deser* 
tion of Dunbar, that weak old man, governor Dinwid- 
dle, added infinitelv to his hardships and hazards, bj 
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appointing him to the (bsfeoce of the frontiers, ^ndt 
yet withhokltng the neceasairy forces and supplies* 
But though by that means the western count^^ was 
continua% overrun by the enemy, and cruelly de- 
luged in blood-^though much wearied in body by 
marchings imd watchings, and worse tortured in soul, 
by the murders and desolations of the inhabitants^ 
he shrinks not from diufy-'—stiU seeking the smiles of 
conscience as his greatest good; and as the sorest 
evil, dreading its frowns, he bravely maintained hiv 
ground, and, after three years of unequalled dan- 
gers and difficulties, succeeded. 

Well, what was the consequence^ why it drew 
upon him, from his admiring countrymen, such aa 
unbounded confidence in his principles and patriot- 
ism, as secured him die command of the Jlmeriean 
armtesy in the revolutionary war! 

And there again the connexion between ^duty and 
Qdvantage^^ was as gloriously disrplayed* For though 
congress was, in legal and political knowledge, an 
enlightened body, and for patriotism equal to the se* 
nate of Republican Rome^ yet Certainly in military 
matters they were no mpre to be compared to him,, 
than those others vrere to HannibaL But still, though 
they were constantly thwarting his coiBMeb, and, ia 
place of good soldiers, sending him raw militia, thua 
compelling^ inactivity, or insuring. deiPeftt — drag^ng 
out the war<^-«dispiriting the nation— ^nd disgracing 
kim, yet we hear from him no gusts of passion^—no' 
dark imrigues to. supphmt congress— 4uid with the 
help of an tddirzing nation and iarmy, to snatch the 
power from their hands, and make himself king. Ot> 
the contrary, he continues to treat congress as a vir- 
tuous son bis respected parents. He pdintsout wiser 
measiues, but in defect of their adoption^ makes the 
best use of those they give hhn,and at length, through 
the mighty blessing'of God, established the indepen- 
dence of Ws country ; and then went back to hispioagh* 
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Well, what was the consequence? Why, these 
noble acts so completely filled up the measure of his 
country's loVfe for him, as to give him that first 
of all felicities, the felicity to be regarded as the 
guardian angel of his country, and tobe able, by the 
magic of bis name, to scatter every cloud of danger 
that gathered over her head. 

For example, at the close of the war, when the 
army, about to be disbanded without their wages, 
were wrought up to such a pitch of discontent and 
rage, as seriously to threaten civil xoar^ see the won* 
derful influence which their love for htifti gave him 
over themselves ! In the heightof their passion, and 
that a very natoral passion, too, he merely makes a 
short speech to them, and the storm is laid ! the tu* 
mult subsides ! and the soldiers, after all their hard* 
ships, consent to ground their arms, and return 
honrie without a penny in thejr pockets ! ! ! 

Also, in that very^arming dispute between Ver* 
mont and Pennsyivania, when the furious, parties, in 
spite of all the efforts of congress and their gover- 
nors, had factually shouldered their guns, and were 
dragging on their cannon for a bloody fight'«^Wash« 
ington only gave them a few lines of his advice, and 
they instantly faced about for their homes ; and lay« 
ing by their weapons, seized their plough again, 
like dutiful children, on whose kindling passions a 
beloved father had shaken his hoaiy locks ! ! 

And, in the western counties of Penn8ylvanta4 
where certain blind patriots affecting to strain at the 
gnat of a small excise, but ready enough to swallow 
the infernal earner of rebellion^ had kindled the 
flames of civil war, and thrown the whole nation in^ 
to a tremor, Washington had just to send around a 
circular to the people of the onion^ stating the infir 
nite importance of maintaining the sacred AXIOM 
OF THS LAWS, and imtantly twenty thousand well 
armed volunteers marched among the insurgents 
and, without shedding a drop of Uood| ^^^^^jmusbed 
the ittsurrectioB. ^ ogedby ^ 
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In short, it were endless to enumerate the many 
dire insurrectionB and hAoody wars which were 
averted from 'this country by Washington, and all 
through the divine force of early Rehgian /for it was 
diit that enabled him inflexibly to do his duty, by 
imitating God in his glorious works of wisdom and 
benevolence ; and all the rest followed aa naturally 
as light follows the sun. 

Wb^ have seen, atpage 1 r of this little work^ with 
what pleasure the youthful Washington hung upon 
his father's lip, while descanting on the adorable 
wisdom and benevolent designs of God in all parts 
of this beautiful, and harmonious creation* By such 
lessons in the book of nature, this virtuous youth 
was easily prepared for the far higher and surer lee* 
tures of revelation, I mean that blessed gospel which 
cos^ns the MORAL philosophy of heaven. There 
he learnt, that ^^ GadtM loot ;" — and that all he de- 
sires, with respect to men, is to glorify himself in 
their happiness ; and since virtue is indispensable 
to that happiness, the infinite and eternal weight o f 
God's attributes must be in favour of virtue, and 
against vice ; and consequendy that God will sooner 
or later glork>usly reward the one, and punish the 
other. This was the creed of Washin^on. And 
lookingxHt it as the only basis of human virtue and 
ha^piiieH^ he very cordially embraced it himself, 
and ivlsbedforhpthing so much ^ fio see al) others 
flmibrace it. 

I KAVRoften been informed by colonel B. Tem- 
ple^ (of King William County, VirgibLa,) who was 
one of hismds in the French and ladUan war, lliat he 
has frei}qtt:ntly known Washington, on the S^jbath^ 
read scriptures and pilay with his regiment, in.the 
absence olf the ehaplaia $ and also that, tm suddc^n and 
twtxpeoted visits ini^.his marquee, he has, fnor« 
than onoe, fomid him oit hia kiiees at his deiiottoiis« 

Tto Reverend Mr Lee Maasey,' long,k rector of 
WU»|ngtOD's parish, and from, early life his inti- 
mate, has frequentlv assured me. thai:^be «e^OT 
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^ knew so constntrt an attendant on cfinttth as Wash^ 
** ingtoh. And his behaviour in the house of God,** 
added thy reverend friend^ •* was so deeply reVerett*- 
^ trari, that it produced the happiest efiects On my 
^ congregatibn ; and greatly assisted tne in rny mo* 
*• ralizing labouts. No tOmpariy evet Withheld hiili 
** from church. I hate often bfeen- at M ouht Vef* 
^ non, on the sabbath morning, whtii htft break^fisUlt 
^ table was filled with guests* But to Mm (hey 
^ furnished no pretext for neglecting his'God, and 
^ losing the satisfaction of setting a good example* 
•* For instead of staying at home, out of false tdih- 
^ plaisance to them, he used constantly to iiivit^ 
** them to accompany him.** 

His secretary, judge Harrison, has ftequentljr 
been heard to say, Aat *' whenever the general 
*^ could be spared from camp on the sabbath, he 
^ never failed riding out to some neighbouring 
** church, to join those who were publicly worshipl' 
^ ping the Great Creator.** 

And while he resided in Phtladelphki, as presi- 
dent of the United States, his tx>nstant and cheei^- 
ful attendance on divine service was such as to con- 
vince every reflecting mind, that he deemed no levee 
so honourable as that of his Almighty Maker ; no 
pleasures equal to those of devotion ; and no busi- 
ness a sufficient excuse for neglecting kis supreme 
benefactor. 

In the winter of *!rr, while Washington, with the 
American army, lay encamped at Valky Forge, a 
certain good old friend, of the respectable famity 
and name of Potts, if I mistake not^ had occasion to 
pass through the woods near head quarters. Tread- 
ing in his way along the venerable grove, suddenly' he 
heard the sound of a human voice, which, as he ad- 
vanced, increased on his ear; and at length became 
like the voice of one speaking much in earnest. A's 
he approached the spot with a cautious step, whom 
should he behold, in a dark natural bower of ancient 
oaks, but the commander in ehiefWthe American 
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armies on his knees at prayer! Motionless withsur- 
prise, friend Potts continued on the place till the 
general) having ended his devotions, arose ; and, with 
a countenance of angelic sereni^, retired to faead*- 
quarters* Friend Potts then went home, and on en^ 
tering his parlour called out to his wife, ^^ Sarah ! my 
" dear Sarah ! all's well ! all's wpW ! George Wash. 
" ington will yet prevail !" ;, 

** What's the matter, Isaac ?" replied she, ** thee 
*' seems moved." 

^^ Weli^ if I seem moved, 'tis no more than whi^ 
^^ I really am. I have this day seen what I never 
^^ expected. Thee Htiows that I always thought that 
^ the sword and the gospel were utterly inconsistent^ 
^^ and that no man could be a soldier and a christian 
^^ at the same time. But George Washington has 
^^ this day convinced me of my mistake." 

Hi then related what he had seen, and concluded 
with this prophetical remark — " If George Wash- 
^^ ington be not a man of God, I am greatly deceived 
*' -^and still more shall I be deceived, if God do 
.** not, through him, work out a great salvatiod, for 
" America." 

When General Washington was told that the 
British troops at Lexington, on the memorable 19th 
of April, 1775, had fired on and killed several of the 
Americans, he replied, " I t^rievefor the death of 
my countrymen ; but rejoice that the British are still 
so determined to keep Gad on our side<!* alluding to 
that noble sentiment which he has since so happily 
expressed j viz. " The smiles of Heaven can never 
be expected on^a nation that disregards the eternal 
rules of order and rights which Heaven itself has or- 
nained*^^ 

When called by his country in 1775, to lead her 
I'rce-born sons against the arms of Britain, what 
<:harming modesty, what noble self-distrust, what pi- 
ous confidence in Heaven, appeared in all his an- 
swers. " My diffidence in my own abilitiesy^ says he, 
•* was superseikd by a confidence in the rectitude of 
" our causcy and the patronage of Heaven^\ 



LIFE OF WASHINGTON.: 1« 

And when cHiled;tq tUe bmideticy. by the natii* 
moos voice of thie MUO«i,inaiikingkifn for his great 
services put, with smticiparcioaB of Equally grci^co 
COHne, 4ii$ aBvw«r deserves aMnilHition^n 

^ Wlum Ic9n$emfJate $ht ^uteirpwsiHan of ^rtroi* 
*^'dnK€^ 4Bsitiu>a0yvm6bf miamfM^d in guiding ii^ 
•* throughtkti r€i>obHhm*^^4nprefmnngv9fQrtheyte' 
^ tefOton dfuffener(dgtmefmmmt''-'mdin c$nci&afi'' 

^ erne wMher dfiier it9 adsption; i foiel my^lf opf^' 
^ prmied andabn9^t mirwheimedwth tt^emeoftht 
^ iBmne mumfimnoe^ IfielttMit nothing is dot U my 
^ 'penonahagBncy in m those umpikeattd nnd ^vhrt- 
^ dtffid 9vem$s^ except wkatc€mrimfiiu4fectl€piiut^ 
^ to the exerthne rf an honest zeat for 'the good of 
^ my cotmtry.^* 

AwD when ht prtsemrd hi mMdf {n* tke firtt ^Pnt 
before thait migmrtbody, checeagms'of the United 
States, April 30cK, ITM-^wWen^ he saw ^fore hiiM 
the pride ofCohimbiasaf hwr^fhoeen sdw», assembled 
t» con^^h hew best to stuvngthtin the >oh«iA of love 
brtween the states —to preservie MttHdsbip and har- 
tnoay with foiv^ povrers-f-to^iitdure the MesstngS 
of civil Mid mligieus tiberi7-^'''^«ad'Cd^ haild up out 
yomg repuMie a rgreai 'and happy pet»p(e rtmocig the 
nations oiFAe>eavth-«t4iev<rr 'patriot istttered'ou <s^db 
soipartsant ^usisesB with fsiirer tropes^ wfkether w^ 
consider' the miaiiiinity 'Mid >C0«fideiiee cff the citl- 
;BCM^<oriiis own akitki«8 and nr|rtiK»^ and dtoifa of 
har ^low*»o9an8eUopn% 

, 9uT ail: this would not dp^ Nothing; ^hort of the 
ifiofiir^friNbM/iQottldpamfy Was^^ Fedinfj; 

the:inagtm»de,- difiitukyv imd dan^r of Manafging 

^ iudhaaattseas^lage ofeoolniumcfes ««d interests ^ 
dreadiiigf^heJnMichinations of.bad men, and weU 
knowing the ii^ffidvney of ail s^ond causes, evett 
|iie iesii he ptoosly rQminds'Congressof the wisdoiti 
of implorkig the benediction.oFtKe^r^a/^r*^ Caust^ 
#ithout which he kne^ that his belovad Country 

^ would never prosper^ Digrtiiedbyk^oogie ... v 

R 
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^^ It would,'' says be, ^* be peculiM^y improper to 
*^ omit, in this first oflkial act, my fervent suppltcft^ 
^^ ttons to that Almighty Being who rules over th« 
^ universe ; who presides.in the councils of nations ; 
^ and whose providential aids can supply every hu- 
^ man defect, that his benediction may coosecilite 
^ to the liberties and happiness of the peo(de <}f the 
^ United Sutes, a government instituted by them* 
^ selves for these essential purposes; and may enable 
^ every instrument employed in its administration to 
^ execute with success the functipnt allotted lo his 
^ charge. In tendering this homage to the great 
^ Author of every public and private good, I assure 
^^ mjraelf that it expresses your sentimenta not kiss 
^ than my own ; nor those'of my feUow-dtissens at 
^ large less than either* No people can be bound 
*^ to acknowledge and adarethe invisible baad wUch 
^ conducts the aShm of men, more than the pcfbpte 
^ of the United Sutes. Every step, by which tliey 
^ have advanced lo the character of an independent 
^* nation, seems to have been disunguished t^ sonae 
^ token of providentud agency. These reflectioiia, 
** arising out of the present crisis, have forced 
*' themselves too strongly on my. mind to be aup« 
^ pressed. You will join with me, I trust,^ in tUnk* 
^ mg, thai there are none, under the influence of 
^ which the proce«lings of a new and free govern* 
^ meot can mmre auspiciottsly commence.'^ 

Amd after havii^ come near to die dose of this, 
the most sensible and virtuous speech ever made to a 
aen«iUe and virtuous represenfation of a free people, 
lie adds-^^ I shall take my present leaver but not 
^ without resorting once more to the beni^ Parent 
^^ of tte human race in humble ai^pplicatiott, that, 
^ since he has been pleased to favour the Ameriom 
^ people with Ojpportunities for deliberating with 
^ perfect tranquillity, and dispositions for deciding 
^^ with unparalleled unanimity, on a formof goveqt 
•* ment for the security of their union, and the aft 

v«ice«entoftheirh.i»,ineMt fobi^^g^Ucm 
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*^ ftigt mxy be ^qdally conspicuous ia die enlarged 
^ viewsy the temperate consultations, and the wise 
^ measures, on which the success of this govem- 
^ ment must depend.'' 

In this constant disposition to look for naUonal 
happviess 4)nly in national morals, flowing from the 
swSnie affections and blessed hopes of Religion^ 
Washington agreed with those great legislators of 
natioi^, Moses, Lvcurgus, and Nurna. ^^ lasi mt 
g^ldforSparUim!^ smd I^curgus. " nrtutia better 
$/um aO^ldJ* The event showed his wisdom*-* 
The Spwrtan^ w^re invincible so long as they re« 
maioed virtuous— ^ven 500 years* 

^ Iask not wealth for Israel,'' cried Moses. — ^^But 
*^ O that they ware wise !.-that they did but fear God 
*^ and keep bis commandments ! The Lord himself 
«( would be thi^ sun and shield." The event proved 
Moses a true prophet. For while they were religious 
diey were unoonqueraMe. ^^ United MH brothers, swift 
^ as eagles, stronger ttam liom, iMm cou|d chase a 
^ thouMnd ; and two put ten thouasmd to fli^t." 
^ ^ Or idl the di^>ositiQna and habits which lead JSa 
"^ tha proapmri^ of a nadon^" say Washington^ 
^* Religion is mc indispensable support. Volumes 
^^ could not traaeall its connexion^ with private and 
^ public happiness. I«et it sinsply be asked, where 
^ IS ^ sepuri^ for propc;rty, for reputation, for 
f« lii. itself, if there be no fear of God on the min& 
^ oit hose who give th^r oaths in courts of justice " 

Btrr some will tell us, that Aiiman ttnim are sufi* 
^Bt for the purpose ! 

HuMAn Imts ! — ^Human nonsense ! For how often, 
even where Ae cries and screams of die wretched 
called aloud for lightning s|>etdcd vengeance, have 
we not seen the sword of human law loiter in itscow* 
mrdscabbard, afraud of angry royalqr i Did not that 
vile queen Jezebel, having a mind to complimea 
her husband with a vineysutl belonging to poor Na* 
both, suborn a couple of villains to take a false oath 
sigaiost him ; and Uien cause him |o |^ ^gged out 
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WKhtn$IhtUMdth«rl*«Sf efyhigtaibes^ «ldb«dNi- 
tountiy stoned «o death ! 

O&^^t Ool>1 ^kait Moody trag«dk8r4iave t«efr 
acted on the poor ones of the 4tfnhf t^ Un^ Mff 
gretti men, who were tt^^uHe hMri, and Md ^no 
seilseof ReligkMi tc teep thmi in anrel*; Aftd it mm 
ht tun sbove the hfw^^ ytt what hbfiid Ernies } whtti 
IviiiOtt^ robberies! what tHde-'wttBtfiighst^f whttt 
^tacAi«iiirders'tnaf^h«)rtnflfte4iinitnfkMi tf^t^v^^^f^hey 
beiiot^iihheldW tbettaNMd tfrm^df i>^llgiof»l ^ U 
^^-vatn^thertfore/'^s^^ WA«Hni04:oN, ^ WttldlhUI 
^ maiidaifn the tirlbnte ef patriotiMny whpo AicfolA 
^ do any thing to dhK:outtteiiatfoe Religiofi'atid iM^nM^ 
^ Hty^nteyse great pi({ar8^'4mma&4Mp]^iiiei^thoie 
^^ffite^t props cf ih^ dci^sof m&n< w eitifcahtf. 
^ The til«r^ poliifician. equally with ihe pioiis iwsn, 
^ cTdght to t^spett ajid ehemsh thMii'' 

Bvf othem have said, md with av^teds fcce^too, 
that a ^tf^^r of kmour is sitftd«ttt«o piM^setve DfteA 
from bast «M»i«M ! O blasphieaff)»^ MnSe ! Do W^ 
not daiiy^ hear of me» ^^^itdt^^^y dkfc and <MVds, 
tirainingthdKeiloWH:itiMos <rf tiielsMV:«it,' Induc- 
ing them to beggary, or drhriilgthciftlf^ a pis«oI? 
Do we not daHy hear of mm ^ "hmotji^ torvupting 
their neighbour^ wivett and daught^Sy and theb 
murdering the husbands iwid bromer^ fn dufls'f 
Bind siitth selfish, suth irthiaanan bdngs^ by a %p^tk 
df honour \ ! Why n&t bind roaring lions with <3obt 
webs ? "No,** exdiaims W^rshingcon, "*" whaiewr" 
*♦ sense of*onow m^y do^ men -of refined «d*ica- 
^ tion, and on minds of a pecultttrstrUcttirre, r^asdNi 
'*• and expe^ri^ce bdth lorhkl ns to expetft?'^9it ^a- 
** tional mdVatity can previnl i* exdusion of Rell^ 
^gious principifcs. 
' ASrt> truly Washii^gtoif'had abundantt^a^oil, from 
%is own^Z/w/ experience^ to recommend Religicm 
so heartily to others* • • I • 

For besides all those inestimfable ftiroate' Which he 
Teceivtd from her^authe hmids of her c*;k9lial 
iaughtors, the VirmiJ§ srhe threw over him he¥iow»r 
magic iwaatle orCharacter. And it was this that 
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immortalized Washington. By Inspiring his coun- 
trymen with the profoundest veneration for him as 
the best ofmefij it naturally smoothed his way to 
supreme command ; so that when War, that monster 
of satan, came on roaring against America, with all 
his death's heads and garments rolled in blood, the 
nation unaoimously placed Washington at the head 
of their armies, from a natural persuasion that so 
good a man must be the peculiar favourite of Hea^ 
veo, -and the fastest friend of his country. How far 
this precious instinct in favour of goodness was cor* 
rect, or how far Washington's conduct was honour* 
able to Religion and glorious to himself and country, 
bright ages to come, and happy millions yet unboitl, 
wiU, we confidently hope, declare to the most distant 
posterity. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

WASHINGTON'S CHARACTER CONTIAUED. 

HIS BENEVOLENCE* 

This only can the bliss bestow 
Immortal soiils should prove ; 
From one short word all pdeasures flow. 
That blessed word is — Love. 

IF ever man rejoiced in the divine administration, 
and cordially endeavoured to imitate it by doing 
good, George Washington was that man. Taught 
by Religion that ** 6(?rf is hve^ he wisely concluded 
those the most happy who love the most) and^ 
taught by experiente that it is love alone that gives 
a participatiop and interest in others, capacitating us 
to rejoice with those who rejoice, and to weep with 
those who werp,he early studied that benevolence 
which rtmdered him so singularly the delight of 
msmkind. 
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The marquis De Chastellux, who Visits hhnlii 
campt telis as chat ^^ he was astonished and delights 
^ ed to see the great American livin|^ am6tig hia 
^ oftcers atid mea as a father among his children^ 
^ who at ooce revered and loved him with a £lial 
*♦ tendemessi'^ 

BaniiK>T, another famous French traveilerv aasorea 
US, that >^ throu^out the continent everjr body 
^^ tpoke of , Washington as of a father." 

Tm deareirt and best of all appdkttons^ ^ The 
fm$h0r 9f^i9 cmtnityv' was the natural fruit of chat 
favaroo/riMv 'Which he so carefully cultivated through 
life. A 4iti»gular instaace of "which we tae^ with ia 
tTS4y and the i^d year of hb age* 

Ux was stationed at Alexandria with his regiment^ 
the onlv one in the colony, and of which he was colo* 
Del* There happened at this time to be an election 
in Alexandria for members of assembly : and- the 
contest ran high between colonel George Fairfax, 
and Mn Elzey. Washington was the warm friend 
of Fairfax : and a Mr. Payne headed the friends of 
Elxey* A dispute happening to tak« place in the 
court-house yard, Washington, a thing very uncom- 
mon with him, became warm ; and, which was still 
more uncommon, said something that offended 
Payne ; whereupon the little gentleman, who, though 
but a cub in size^ was the old lion in heart, raised his 
sturdy hickory, and) at a single blow, brought our 
hero to the grouad. Several of Washington^ offi- 
cers being present, whipped out their cold irons in an 
instant : and it was believed that there would have 
been murder off-hand» To make bad worse, his 
regiment, hearitig hoW he had been treated, bolted 
out from their barradrs, with every nnan his weapon 
in his hand, threatening dreadful vengeance on those 
who had dared to knock down their beloved colon^ 
Happily for Mr. Payne and his party, Washington 
recovered, time enough to go out and meet his en^ 
raged soldiers : and, after thanking them for this ex- 
pression of their love, and assuring them that he 
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was not hurt in the leasi, he begged them, a& they 
loved him or their duty, to return peaceably to their 
barracks* As for himself!, he went to his room, ge- 
nerously chastising his imprudence, which had thus 
struck up a spark that had like to have thrown the 
whole town into a fiame. Finding on mature reflec- 
tion, that he had been the aggressoi% he resolved to 
make Mr. Payne honourable repal^tion, by asking 
his pardou on the morrow ! No sooner had he made 
iSois noble resolution, than, recovering that delicious 
gaiety which accompanies good purposes in a virtu- 
ous mind, he went to a ball that night, and behaved 
as pleasantly as though nothing had happened! GlO'^ 
rious proof, that great souls, like great ships, are not 
affected by those little puffs which would overset fee- 
ble minds with passion, or sink ^ena with spleen! 

The next day he went to a tavern, and wrote a 
polite note to Mr. Pajme, whont he requested to 
meet him* Mr. Payne took it fora d^llenge, and 
repaired to the tavern, not without expecting to see 
a pair of pistols producedr But what was his sur«> 
prise on entering the chamber, to see a decanter of 
wine and glasses on the fable! Washington arosr^ 
and in a very friendly manner met him ; and gave 
him his hand. ** Mr. Payne^'* said he, •* to err is 
^^ nature : to rectify error is glory. I fitul I was 
^^ wrong yesterday: but I wish, to be right to-day. 
^ You have had some satis£EK:tion : and if you think 
^^ that sufficient, berths my hand ^ let us be iriends." 

Admirable youth I Noble speech ! No wonder, 
iioce it charms us. so, that it had such an effect oa 
Mr. Payne, who from that moment became the most 
ardent itdmirfer and friend of Washington^ and rea- 
dy at any time, for hia iKike, to charge up to a batte» 
ry of two and forty pounders^ 

WiL^T a lesson fbt ouryoungcountrymen ! Had 
.Washington been one of the t2^c»€&liHk^mevi\ how 
sadly different WouldrhavK been, his conduct on this 
^ficaabni laatead of going that night to dg^^^^ 
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acdog^e lively agreeable friend, be would, like att 
angry viper that had been trod on, have retired to 
his chamber. There he would have found no such 
entertainment as Washington had at this ball ; no 
sprightly music, no delicious wines, no sweetly 
smiling friends. On the contrary^, all the tortures 
of a soul broodiBg over its indignities, until reflec*^ 
tion had whipped it up into pangs of rage unutter- 
able, while ail the demons of hell, with blood- staint^d 
torches pointing at his bletdtng honour, cried out 
** revenge ! revenge! revenge !" There in his cham-* 
ber, he would have passed the gloomy night prepa* 
ring his pistols, moulding his bullets, or with furious 
looks driving them through the body of his enemy 
chalked on the wall. The next morning woidd have 
seen him oa the field, and in language lately heard 
in this sute, calling out to his hated antagonist, 
Tou havt injured me^ $ir^ betpnd reconciltatian^ antl 

tff rUldU y^u if lam. While his antagonist^ 

in a style equally musical awl christian, would hav« 
rejoined, Kill^ and be ■ " / Pop go the pistols-^ 
down tumbles one of the combatants; while the 
murderer, with knocking knees and looks of Catn^ 
flies from the avenger of blood ! The murdered Qian 
is carried to his house, a ghastly, bloody ebrpse. 
Merdful God ! what a scene ensues ! some are stu* 
{ufied with horror ! others sink lifeless to the floor ! 
His tender sisters, wild'shrieking with despair, 
throw themselves on their dead brother and kiss his 
ice«cold lips ; while his aged parents, crushed un» 
der unutterable wc^, go down in their snowy locks 
broken-hearted to the grave.' 

Thus bloody suid miserable might have been the 
end of Washington or of Payne, liad^ Washington 
been one of those pooi' deluded young men, who are 
determined to be freaii and to be bvought forward in 
newspapers^ in spite of God or devil. But Waiting- 
ton was not bom to exemf^fy those horrid tragedies, 
wWch cowards create in society by pusiUanmou^ 
giving way to their bad passions. No— he was bora 
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to tea^h his countrymen what sweet peace and har- 
mony might for ever smile in the habitations of men, 
if all had but the courage^ like himself, to obey tlie 
#acred voice of jysTiCE and humanity* By firm* 
\y obeying these, he preserved his hands unstained 
^y. the blood of a fellow man f and his soul unharrow-* 
ed by the cruel tppth of never*dying remorse. By 
jlf-mly pbej'iRg these, he preserved a life, which, 
crowi^ed with deeds of justice and benevolence, lias 
|>rpught more gloryto God, more good to man, and 
more honor 'to himself, than any life ever spent since 
the race of man began. 

3oKs of CplumUaJ would you know what is true 
coUr^ige \ see it defined, see it exemplified in this act 
of your young but great countryman. Never man 
possessed a more uadatmtsd courage, Uian Wash* 
ington. But in him this noble quality W98 the life* 
glfard of his reason, not the assassin ; li ready ser« 
w9Xkt, to 4>bey htr commands, not a buUy to insult 
them ; a phampion to defend his neighbour's rights, 
not a tyrant to invade them*. Transported by sud- 
den passion, to which all are liable, he offended 
Mr. Payne, who resented it rather toa rwghty^ by 
knocking him down on the spot. Washington had 
it in his power to have taiken ample revenge : and 
cowards^ who have no command ever their pamone^ 
would have done it.^ But duty forbade him : and 
he had the courage to obey* Reason whispered the 
folly of harbouring black pasMons in his soul, poison- 
ing his peace. He instantly banished them ; and 
went to a ball, to drink sweet streams of friendship 
from the eyes of happy friends* Again reason 
w;hispered him, that having been the aggressor, he 
ought to ask Payne's pardon, and compromise the 
di&rence with him* In this also he had the courage 
to obey her satred voice*. 

In what history, ancient or modem, sacred or pro» 
fane, can you find, in so young a man, only twenty 
two, such an instance of that true heroic valoua 
which combats malignant passions— rcooquers un- 
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rtasonable^^j^^^HTtjecu the heMcff hatted,, and invites 
thehtifltven oHiove into our own bosoms, and into 
those of our brethren with whom we may have 
qoarretled? Joseph forgiving his brethren in the 
land of Egypt; David sparing that inveterate seeker 
of his life, Saul { sir Walter Raleigh pardoning'the 
young man whoapit^n his face ; * afford, it is true^ 
charming specimens of the suiMme and ieattt^ui in 
aetion : certainty, such mpen are .worthies of die 
Mrorld, and brightest ornaments of human nature. 
But yet, litme of them have gone beyond Washing- 
ton in the affair of Payne. 

A FEW* years after this, Payne had a cause tried ia 
Fairfax court. Washington happened on that day 
to be in the hevise. The lawyer ^n the other side, 
fintKhg he was going fast td leeward, thought he 
would luiF tip with a whole broadside at Paync*s 
tAnmrn^ttri *and, after raking him fore and aft with 
MittSe, <he artfully bore «way under the lee of the 
jury's prejudices, whtch he endeavoured to itiftame 
against him. > Yes, please your worships,*' con- 
tinued he, *^ as a proof that this Payne is a most 
^ tiifrbuient fellow, and capable of all I tell you, be 
*♦ pleased to remember, gentlemen of the jury, that 
^ this is the very tnan, who some time ago treated 
^ ^lUr beloved colonel Waslitngton so barbarously. 
♦* Yeis, this is the wretch, who dared, in this very 
^ cdui't-'houlBe yard, to lift up his impious hand a- 
^ jgainst that greatest and best of men, and knocked 
^^ him down as though be had beea ^ bsittock of the 
**staUs.'» - 

This, roared in a thunderini^ tn^ ,and with <»tre- 
knendous stamp on the floor, made Payne look very 
dejected ; for he saw the countenance of the court 
beginning to blacken on him. But Washington rose 
immediately, and thus addressed the bench : 

*♦ As to Mr. Payne's character, mayit please your 
** Worships," said he, •* we all have the satisfaction 
•* to knbw that it is perfectly unexctfpiionable : and 

* with respect to the little difference which former- 

* Ij liappened between that gentleman and myself. 
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^ k was iastaii^y made up y and we have IiTeA on 
^ the beatterms.evt^r sioce : moreover, I widh aU my 
^ acquiiintaBce to know, that I entirely acquit Miu 
^ P^ne 6f blame in that affairv and take it all on 
^ ntymsUM the a^^greaaor." 

Paths used often to relate ianother r anecdote of - 
Washington, whtch eeflects equal honour on ihm 
goodneaa of his bent; 

^ bcHAOiATKLT afteoT the.^war^" satd hey ^ wh«i» 
^ Reconquering hero vaB^returrnqgid ^eaceto hia 
^ hoitie^wtth the laurelsof victory ffreena^flourislH 
• ^ ing on his head, I felt a great desire to see html, and 
^ so aet out for Mount Vemm. Aa I dreivdiear the 
^ hoBse^ I began to expertence a riaingiecp*, katiitf 
^ ahould call to mind the. blovf I hadigv^cni him in 
^ formerdays. However^ aotmadng myaeffftpuahedi 
^ on* Washington niet me at the door with a amilia^ 
^^ welcome, and presently led ihe intoan adjoimog 
^ room^ where Mrs* Washington sat* ^^ H^e^re,' my 
^ dear," said he, presenting me to his-ladyy ^^ h^reis*' 
^the little man you have so often beand nve talk of ; 
^ and who, on a difference between us oncday,- had 
^ the resolution, to knock me down, big- as I am* I 
^ know you Will honour him as he deserves ; tor I 
<* assure you be has the heart of a true Virginiani'^ 
" He said this,^' continued Mr. Payne, " with an sir 
*^ which convinced me that his long familiarity with 
^ war had not robbed him of a single spark of tht^^ 
^ goodness and nobleness of his hearti And Mrs* 
** Washington looked at him, I thought, with a 80me«^' 
-** thing in her eyes, which showed that he appeared' 
** to her greater and lovelier than even" 

Ag^odtree^ saith the divine teacher, i/4«^rtA^r^ 
good frutU No wonder then that we meet with so 
many and such delicious fruits of charity in Wash-' 
iQgton, whose soul was so rich in benevolence. 

Im consequence of his wealth and large landed pos- ' 
sessions, he had visits innumerable from the poor* 
Knowinsr the preat value of time and of good tempers 

^ ^ Digitized by^OQg[,*_ • - 



»»© LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 

to. tbcm, he could not bear that they should lose ci*' 
thcr^ by long waiting and shuffling, and blcrwing their 
fingers at his door* ' He had a room setupart for 
the reception of such poor persons as had business 
with him: and the porter had orders to conduct 
them into it, and to inform him immediately. And 
»o affectionately attentive was he to them, that if he 
was in company with the greatest characters on the 
continent, when his servant bforraed him that a poor 
man wished to speak to him^ he Would instandy beg 
them to excuse him for a moment, and go and wait 
onhinu *^ 

WashimgtonV conduct showed that he disliked^ 
aoolher practice, too x:ommou among some .great 
men; who, not having the power to say, yes, nor the 
heart to sty, no, to a poor man, are fain to put hint 
off with a " come again ; comeagmn ;^ and thus trot 
him backwards and forwards, wasting his time, 
wearing out his patience and shoes, and after all give 
him the mortification of a disappointment. 

WaqhxnGtom could not be guilty of such cruel 
kindness. If he could not oblige a poor applicant^ 
he would candidly tell him so at once : but then the 
j;oodnes8 of his heart painted hb regMt so sensiUy^ 
om his countenance, that even his refusals madeJiim 
friends. 

. A POOR Irishman, wanting a small farm, and hear* 
ing that Washington had one to rent, waited on 
him« Washington told him that he was sincerely 
sorry that he could not assist him ; for he had just 
disposed of it. The poor man took his leave, but 
not without returning him a thousand thanks ! Ah^ 
do you thatik me «? hearti y for a refusal ? " Yes, 
•* upon my shoul, now please your exccUency^s hon- 
♦* our, and I do thank you a thousand times. For 
" many a great man would have kept me waiting 
•* like a black n^rgro. But your excellency's hon- 
" our has told me. strait off hand ihat you are sorry 
♦' and God bless you iorit, that you can't help mt^— 
" and so your honour has done my business for me, 

in no time, and less.'* 
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The Potomac abounds with the finest herrings io 
the world, which, when salted, furnish not only to 
the wealthy a charniing relish for their tea and cof- 
fee, but also to the poor a delicioos substitute for bO' 
c(m» But, fond as they are of this small hnecf^acoHy 
as they call it, many of them have not the means to 
procure it. Washington's heart felt for these poor 
people ; and provided a reniedy. He ordered a seine 
and a batteau to be kept on one of his best fishing 
8h9res, on purpose for the poor. If the batteau were 
lost, CM- the seine spoilt, which was often the case, he 
had them replaced with new ones immediately. Abd 
if the poor who came for fish were too weak handed^ 
to haul the seine themselves, they needed but to ap- 
ply to the overseer, who had orders from Wiishihg 
ton to send hands tp help them. Thus all the poor 
had it in their power to come down in the deason, 
and catch the finest fish for themselves, and their 
families. In what silver floods were ever yet 
caught the herrings, which could have given to Wash- 
ington what he tasted, on seeing the poor driving 
away from his shores, with carts laden with delicious 
fish, and carrying home, whooping and singing to 
their smiling wives and children, the rich prize, a 
whole year's plenty. 

In alt his charities, he discovered great judgment 
and care in selecting proper objects. Character was 
the main chance. Mount Vernon had no charms 
for la^y, drunken, worthless beggars. Persons of 
that description knew very well that they must make 
their application elsewhere. He never failed to re- 
mind theni of the great crime of robbing the public 
of their se^ices, and also the exceeding cruelty and 
injustice of snapping up from the realfy indigent 
what little charity bread wi» stirring. But if the 
character were good — ^if the poor petitioner were a 
sober, honest, at\d industrious person, whom Pro- 
vidence had by sickness or losses reduced to want, 
—he found a brother in Washington. It is incre** 
dible what quantities of wool, corn,j^bacon, flbur 
2 S 
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clothes, &c. Were annually distributed to the poor, 
from the almost exhaustless heap, which the bles- 
sings of Heaven bestowed on this, its industrious 
andyaiVA/{// steward. 

"I HAD orders,*' said Mn Peake, a sensible, 
honest n«anager of one of Washington's plantations, 
** to fill a com-hoUsc every year, for the sole use of 
** the poor in my neighbourhood ! to whom it was 
** a most seasonable and precious relief ; saving num- 
** bcrs of poor women and children from miserable 
** famine, and blessing them with a cheerful pkn- 
•' teousness of bread." 

Mr. Lund Washington, long a manager of his 
Mount Vernon estate, had similar orders. One year 
when com was so dear (a dollar per bushel) that 
numbers of the poor were on the point of starving, 
Mr. L. Washington, by order of the general, not 
only gave away all that could b(e spared from the 
granaries, but bought at that dear rate, several hun* 
dred bushels for them ! 

Anecdote ofWashinffton.''^Thc town of Alezan* 
dria, which now flourishes like a green bay tree, on 
the waters of the Potomac, was, 50 years ago, but a 
small village. But though small, it was lovely* Sit- 
' uated on the fine plain which banks the western mar- 
gin of the river, and with snow white domes^ glisten- 
ing through the trees that shook their green heads 
over the silver flood, it formed a view highly ro- 
mantic and beautiful. Hence the nameof the place 
at first was Bellhaven* But, with all the beauties to 
the eye, Bellhaven had no charms for the palate. . 
Not that the neighbourhood of Bellhaven was a des- 
sert; on the contrary, it was, in many places, a 
garden spot, abounding with luxuries. But its in- 
habitants, though wealthy, were not wise. By the 
successful culture of tobacco they had made money* 
And having filled their coach*houses with gilt car- 
riaucs, and their dining rooms with gilt glasses, they 
began to look down on the poorer sort^ ai;id to talk 
about families. Oi course it would nevS^^^o for 
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soch great people to run market carts!! Hence the 
poor Bellhavenites, thou^ih embosomed in plenty 
were often in danger of gnawing their^ nails ; and, 
unless they could cater a lamb from some goodna- 
tured peasant, or a leash of chickens from the San- 
day negroes/weiie obliged to sit down with long fa- 
ces to a halj-'graced dinjner of salt meat and johnny 
cake. This was the.order of the day, A* D« '59, 
when Waftbington,just married to the wealthy young 
Mrs«Castis, had settled at Mount Vernon, nine 
miles below Bellhaven. The unpleasant situation of 
the families at that place soon reached his ear. To 
a man of his character, withl00 much spirit to fel- 
low a bad txzmfhj when he had the power to seta 
goodox^y and too much wit tp look for happiness 
any where but in his own bosom, it could not long 
be questionable what part he had toact« A market 
cart was instantly constructed ; and regularly, three 
times a week, sent off to Bellhaven, fiUed with nice 
roasters, kidney covered iamb and veal, green geese, 
fat ducks, chickens by the fc^sket, fresh butter, new 
laid eggs, vegetables, and fruit of all sorts. Country 
gentlemen, dming.with their frit^nds in town, very 
soon marked the welcome, change of diet. ^^ Bkss 
us all !^^ exclaimed they, ^"^ what'^s the meaning of 
this f you invited us to family fare^ and here you^ve 
given us a lord mayor'*sfeast.^^ " 73?*,*' replied the 
others, " thank God for sending colonel Washington 
into our nezghbourh'^od^'^ Thus, it was discovered, 
to the extreme mortification of some of the little 
great ones^ that colonel Washingtoi) should^^r ha^e 
run a market cart ! ! But the better sort, who gener- 
ally, thank God, have sense enough to be led right, 
provided they can get a leader, soon fell into the 
track : and market carta w^erc soon seen travelling 
in abundance to town with every delicacy of the 
animal and vegetable republics. 

Thus the hungry wall which pride had raised 
against'Bellhaven was happily demolished. A flood- 
tide of blessings rolled in from the neighbocring 
country. The hearts of the merchants felt a fresh 
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pulse of love for ^ir brothers^ the farmers ; and 
even the Hitlc childfen, with cheeks red as the ap- 
ples they seized, weVHJ taught to lijsp the praises of, 
Go.^ Aifid all this, reader, through the active be- 
nevo^ *nce of one man. 

The following anecdote was rdated to me by hiii* 
cxcellcncv governor Johnson (Maryland^) one* of 
the few stt viving heroes of '76. 

** You set-m, sir," said he addressiitg himself to 
me, ** very r md of collecting anecdotes of Get^# 
Washington, Well, I'll teH yoiione, to Which you 
may attach the most entire faith ; for I have heard 
It a dozen times^a id oftener, from the Hps of a very 
valuable man and a magistrate, in Conostoga, a 
Mr. Conrad Hogm) t^r." *' Just before the- revolu- .' 
rionary war," said Mr. Hogmycr, " I took a trip^or 
my heaitk*^ sake to d^ Sweet Springs of Vbginia, 
where I found a world \'f people collected ; some^,^ 
like me, looking for health, others for pleasure. Itr 
consequence of the crowd, I was at first rat^r hard '- 
rtin for lodgings ; but at Ic ngth was lucky enough 
to get a mattrass in the hut of a very hobest baker 
of my acquaintance, who often visited the springs 
for the benefit of his oven. IWng the only man of 
the trade on the turf, and well skilled in the science 
of dough, he met with no small encowragement : and, 
it was really a subject of surprize to see the heaps of 
English loaves, Indian pones, French bricks, cakes, 
and crackers, which lay piled on ^is counter every 
morning. I often amused myself in marking the 
various airs and manners of the different waiters, 
who, in gay liveries and shining faces, came every 
morning, rattling doii^n their silver, and tripping 
away with their bread by the basket.-^Among those 
gay looking sons and daughters of Africa, I saw 
every now arid then, a poor Lazarite, with sallow 
cheek and hollow eye, slowly creeping to the door, 
and at a nod from the baker, eagerly seize a fine loaf, 
and bear it off without depositing a cent. Surely, 
thought I to myself, this baker must be the best man, 
tor he greatest lool in the world. »ut fearing that 
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this latter cap best fitted his pericranium, I one 
morning could not help breaking my mind to him, 
for crediting his bread to such very unpromising 
dealers. ** Stophel," for that was his name, " you 
seem," said I, ** to sell a world of bread here every 
**day; but, notwithstanding that, I fear you don't 
** gain much by it.*' 

** No } 'squire ? Wh^t makes you think so ?" . 

^ You credit too much, Stophel.*' 

'* Not I indeed,sir,^ot I. I don't credit a penny.** 

^ Ay ? how do you make that out, Stophel, don't I 
«ee the poor people every day carrying away your 
bread, and yet paying you nothing ?" 

** Pshaw, no matter for that, 'squire. They^U 
pay me all in a lump at last." 

At last i At last! Oh ho, at the last ifay, I 
suppose you mean, Stophel ; when you have the con- 
science to expect that God Almighty will stand pay- 
master, and wipe off all your old scores for you, at 
a dash.*' 

** Oh no ! 'sqiiire, we poor bakers can't give such 
long credit! but I'll tell yoii how we work the matter. 
The good man colonel George Washington is here. 
Every season as soon as he comes, he calls^and says 
to me, " S*ophel', you seem to have a great deal of 
company ; and some, I fear, who don't come here 
for pknsxtre^ and yet, you know, they can't do with- 
out eating. Though pale and sickly^ they must 
have bread. Bat it will never do to make them pay 
for it. Poor creatures ! they seem already low spirited 
enough through sickness and poverty. Their spirits 
must not be sunk lower by taking from them every 
day what little money they have pinched from their 
poor fair^ilies at home. I'll tell you what's to be done, 
Stophel. You must give each of them a good hot loaf 
every morning, and charge it to me. When I am go- 
ing away, I'll pay you all. And believe me, 'squire, 
he h^s often, at the end of the season, paid me as 
much as 80 dollars, and that too for poor creatures 
who did not know the hand that fed them ; for I had 



9QSt LIFE (W WASHINGTON., 

* 

«trict orders from him not to mention a ^yllabU of it 
to any body/' 

But though so kind to the bodies^ Washingto|i,was 
still more kind and costly in his charities to the miiuM 
of the poor. Sensible that a republican government, 
t;bat is, a government of the people, can never long^ 
subsist where the minds of the people are nptenlight^ 
ened, bq ear^tly recommended^ it to the citia^ns-of 
the United States, to promote, as^ an object of /^nory 
imfiortance^ institutions for the general diifusipa of 
knowledge* In this, as indeed \^ ^U other cases 
where any thing great or good was to be 4one, Wasti*^ 
ington led the way. 

He established a charity school in A)exandf|a, and 
endowed it wiih a donation of four thousand nhUar^s I 
The interest was reguiarly paid and expended on, the 
education of fifteen boys. My young friendy the 
reverend Mr. Wiley, who,, for talents, taste, ^md 
classical eijidition, has few superiors in An^erics^ 
was educated by Washington. 

In 1785, the assembly df his native statCt Virginia, 
•* desirous to embrace,'* as they said, ^ every suit- 
^ able occasion of testifying their sense of the unex* 
•* ampled merits of George Washington, esq." pre^ 
sented him wiih fifty shares in the Potomac, and one 
hundred shares in ^le James River Navigauon Com- 
pany ; making, in the whole, the important sum o( 
ten thousand pounds sterling ! 

Of this public act, they requested the governor to 
transmit Washington a copy.^ Jn answer he ad- 
dressed a letter to the governor, in which, *' I take 
<V the liberty (says he) of returning to the general 
^^ assembly, through your hands, the profound and 
*^ grateful acknowledgn>ents inspired by sq signal a 
" mark of their beneficent intentions towards nae.'* 

He goes on to beg that they would excuse his de- 
termined resolution not to accept a farthing of it for 
his own use — ^* But'* continued he, *' if it should 
** please the general assembly to permit me to turn 
*' the destination of the fund vested in me, from my 
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** private emolument, to objects of a public nature, 
** it shall be my study, in selecting, to ptove the sin- 
** cerity of my gratitude for the honour conferred on 
** me, by preferring such as may appear most subser- 
^ vient to the enlightened and patriotic views of the 
** legislature/' 

' They were cheerfully submitted to his disposal 2 
and, according to promise^ he appropriated diem to 
works of the greatest utility': viz. his shares in James 
River canal, to a college in Rockbridge county, near 
the waters of James River ; and his Potomac shares 
to a national university, to be erected in the federal 
district^ on the great Potomac. 

How noble and disinterested were his wishes for 
the good of his country ! As if incapable of being sa- 
tisfied with all that he had done for her while living, 
he endeavoured^ by founding those noble institutions 
for the diffusion (h knowledge and virtue, to make 
himself her benefactor when he should cease to live in 
this sublunary world. 

Since the idea is perfectly correct, that the great 
Governor df the world must look with peculiar benig- 
nity. on those of his children who most nearly resem* 
ble him in benevolence, may we not indulge the 
pleasing hope, that these colleges, founded l^ such 
a handt shall prove the nurseries of the brightest gen- 
ius and virtue ; and that from their sacred halls will 
proceed in endless succession, the mighty Washing* 
tons J and Jeffersons^ the Franklins and Madisonsot 
future times I O that Columbia may live before God ! 
and that the bright days ot ner prosperity may never 
have an end ! 

Washington's behaviour to the generous Fayette 
ought never to be forgotten. 

When that glorious young nobleman, heard that 
lord North had passed against America the decree of 
slavery ; and that the American fanners, with their 
rusty firelocks and pitchforks, in front of their shriek 
ing wives and children, were inch by inch disputing 
the soil against a hireling soldiery^ he tears gushed 
from his eyes* He tore himself from the arms of the 
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loveliest, fondest of wives ; flew to his sovereign for 
permission to fight ; turned into powder and arms 
every livre that he could raise i and, in a swift sail- 
ing frigate rushing through the waves to America, 
presented himself before Washington. Washington 
received him as his son, and gave him command* 
Under the eye of that hero he fought and conquered. 
Having aided to fix the independence of strangers, 
he hastened back to France, to liberate his own 
countrymen from the curses of monarchy ; and to 
give them, like America, the blessings of a republic. 
A pupil of the temperate and virtuous Washington, 
he soon offended the hot headed demagogues of 
France. Bapished from his native country, he was 
presently thrown, by royal jealousy, into a foreign 

Erison. Most of us here if America, on hearing of 
is misfortunes, felt the kmdlj' touch of sympathy. 
But alas ! like those good people in the parable, we 
were so taken up with *' buying land, trying oxen^ 
or marrying wives,'' that we forgot our noble friend. 
But Washington did not forget him. His thoughts 
were often with him in his gloomy cell. He sent 
him a present of a thousand guineas — and in a letter 
to the Emperor of Germany, with equal delicacy and 
feeling, solicited his discharge, and permission to 
come to America. The letter concluded with these 
remarkable words : — ** As it is a maxim with me 
" never to ask what, under similar circumstances, I 
" would not grant, your majesty will do me the justice 
'* to believe, that this request appears to. me to cor- 
** respond with those great principles of magnanimi- 
** ty and wisdom which form the ba«s of sound poli^ 
*• cy and durable glory.'' 

This letter produced, in part, the desired effect. 
For immediately after the receipt of it, the marquis 
experienced a great increase of attention : and in a 
short time he was liberated. Such was the respect 
paid to our American farmer, bv one of the greatest 
monarchs in F.yrope. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC * 
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In 1795, the marquis's son made his escape from 
France, and arrived at Boston. Soon as Washington 
heard of it, he sent his parental respects to the youth, 
and informed him, that, though, from motives of 
tenderness to his mother, who was in the power of 
the directory, he could not be seen publicly to notice 
him, yet he begged to be considered by him as his 
father and protector — advised him to enter as a stu- 
dent in the university near Boston, and to draw on 
ktm for whatever monies he shduld want. 

Congress, on hearing that a son of the noble mar- 
quis was in America, felt a deep interest in the youth, 
and ordered an immediate enquiry into his situation, 
intending generous things for him out of the national 
treasury. But finding that on this, as on all other 
occasions, Washington had done honour to the Ame- 
rican name, they rejoiced exceedingly, and let the 
matter drop* 



CHAPTER XV. 

WASHimrOiTs CHARACTER COIfTim^ED. 

HIS INDUSTRY. 

Awake, my boy ! and let the rising sua 
Blush to see his vigilance outdcme ; 
In cheerful works consume the fleecing day. 
Toil thy pleasure, and business all thy pfiiy. 

BUT of all the virtues that adorned the life of this 
great man, there is none more worthy of ouj: imita- 
tion than his admirable industry. It is to this vir- 
tue in ker Wellington, that America stands ind^N>, 
^d for services past calculation: and it is from^ifli 
virtue, that Washington himself snatched a wreath 
of gloiy that will never fade awijj^. Ji^g^ the good 
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genius of America may prevail ! that the e^sample of 
this, her favourite son, may be but universally adopt- 
ed ! Soon shall our land be free from all those sloth- 
begotten demons which now haunt and torment us. 
For whence do all our miseries proceed, but from 
lack of industry ! In a land like this, which heaven 
has blessed above all lands-r-a land abounding with 
tiit^sh zndfiesh pots of Egypt, and flowing with the 
choicest mi& and htmey of Canaan — a land where the 
poorest Lazarus may get his^fty cents a day for the 
commonest labour— -and buy the daintiest bread of 
com flour for a cent a pound/ why is any man hun- 
gry, or thirsty, or naked, or in prison ? why but 
through his own unpardonable sloth ? 

But alas ! What would it avail, though the blest 
shade of Washington were to descend from his na- 
tive skies, and, with an angel's voice, recommend 
industry as the handmaid of healthy wealtTt^innocence^ 
and happiness to man. A notion, from the land of liesy 
has taken too deep root among some, that ^^ labour is 
a low-lived things Jit for none but poor people and 
slaves ! and that dress and pleasure are the only ac» 
complishments for a gentleman ! But does it become 
a gtntleman to saunter about, living on the chsurity of 
his relati6ns-*to suffer himself to be dunned by cre- 
ditors, and, like a hunted wolf, to fly from the face of 
sheriffs and constables ^ Is it like a gentleman to take 
a generous woman from her parents, and reduce her 
to beggary— to see^ even her bed sold from under her, 
and herself and weeping infants turneaout of doors ? 
Is it like a gentleman to reduce one's children to 
rags, and to drive them like birds of heayen, to 
hedges and highways, to pick berries, filling their 
piale bloated bodies with disease I Or is it lik« 2l gen- 
tleman to bring up one's sons in sloth, pleasure, and 
drt ss, as young noblemen, and then leave them with- 
out estates, profession, or trades, to turn gamblers, 
sbaipers, or horse thieves ? " From such gentlemen^ 
oh save my country^ Heaven /'^ was Washington's per- 
p«ftual prayor, the emphatical prayer of his life vtkd 
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great example ! In his ear, Wisdom was heard inces- 
santly calling aloud, " He is the real gentleman, who 
cheerfully contributes his every exertion to accom- 
plish heaven's favourite designs, the beauty ^order and 
happiness of human life; whose industry appears in a 
I^entiful house and smiling wife*; in the decent ap- 
parel of his children, and in their good education and 
virtuous manners ; who is not afraid to see any man 
on earth ; bul( meets his creditors with a smiling coun- 
tenance, and with the welcome music of gold and 
silver in his hand ; who exerts an honest industry 
for wealth, that he may Become as a water-course in 
a thirsty land, a source of refreshment to a thousand 
poor." • , 

This was the life, this the example set by Wash- 
ington. His whole inheritance was but a small tract, 
of poor land in Stafford county, and a few negroes. 
This appearing utterly insufficient for those purposes 
of usefulness, with the charms of which his mind 
seems to have been early smitten, he resolved to make 
up the deficiency by dint of industry and economy. — 
For these virtues, how excellent ! how rare in youth! 
Washington was admirably distinguished when but 
a boy. At a time when many young men liave no 
higher ambition than a fine coat and a frolic, ^^ often 
have I seen him (says the reverend Mr. Lee M assey) 
riding about the country with his surveying instru' 
ments at his saddle,^* enjoying the double satisfaction 
of obliging his fellowcitizens by surveying their lands, 
and of making money, not meanly to hoard, but gene- 
rously to lend to any worthy object that asked it. Thb 
early industry was one of the first steps to Washings 
ton's preferment. It attracted on him the notice 
and admiration of his numerous acquaintance, and, 
which was still more in his favour, it gave such un- 
common strength to his constitution, such vigour to 
his mind, such a spirit for adventure, that he was 
ready for any glorious enterprize, no matter how dif- 
ficult or dangerous. Witness the expedition from 
Williamsburg through the Indian countiy to the Ob' 
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which at the green age of twenty-one, he undertook for 
governor Dinwiddie. Indeed this uncommon attach- 
ment to industry and useful life, made such an im* 
pression on the public mind in his favour, that by the 
time he was one and twenty he was appointed major 
and adjutant-general of the Virginia forces in the 
Northern Neck ! " 

There was at this time a young fellow in Wil- 
liamsburg by the name of Jack B — , who pos- 
sessed considerable vivacity, great good-nature, and 
several accomplishments of the bon campanion sort* 
He could tell a good story, sing agreeably, scrape a 
little on the fiddle, and cut as many capers to the tune 
of old Roger y as any buck a going ; and being, besides, 
a young fellow of fortune, and son of an intimate ac- 
quaintance. Jack was a great favourite of the gover- 
nor, and much at his house* But all this could not save 
poor Jack from the twinges of env}^ For, on hearinjg 
every body talk in praise of Major Washington, he 
could not help saying one day at the gbvcmor^s table, 
'* / wonder what makes the people so wrapped up in 
major Washington : I thinks begging your excellency's 
pardon^ I had as good a right to a major^s commis'- 
sionJ^ " Mj y^ci,'^ replied the governor, " when we 
want diversion^ we send for you. But when we want 
a man of business^ we send for Major Washington.^' 

Never was the great Alfred more anxious to im- 
prove his time than our Washington : and it appears 
that, like Alfred, he divided his time into four grand 
departments, sleep, d^otion, recreation, and busi- 
ness. On the hours of business, whether in his own 
or his country's service, he would allow nothing to 
infringe. While in camp, no company, however il- 
lustrious—no pleasures, however elegant-^no conver- 
sation, however agreeable— could prevail on him to 
neglect his business. The moment that his hour of 
duty was come, he would fill his glass, and with a 
smile, call, out his friends around the social board, 
*' well^ gent limen^ here is bon repos^^ and immediately 
withdraw to business. Bon repos is a French cant 
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for good night. Washington drank it as a signal to 
break up ; for the moment the company had swal- 
lowed the general's h'n repos^ it was hats and off\ 
General Wayne, who, happily for Anierica, under- 
stood fighting better than French, had some how or 
other taken up a notion, that this same bon repos^ to 
^hom Washington made such conscience of giving 
l)is last bumper, must have been some great warrior 
of the times of old. Having, by some extraordinary 
luck, gotten hold of two or three dosen of good old 
wine, he invited a parcel of hearty fellow-officers to 
dine with him, and help him to break them to the 
health of America. Soon as the cloth Was removed, 
and the bottles on the table^ the hero of Stony Point 
cried out, ** come my brave fellows^ fill your gkana ; 
her ^9 old bon refios for ever.^^iThtomctrs were thun- 
derstruck : but having tiutied off their wine, rose up, 
one and all to go. ^* Hey day ! what's all this, gentle- 
"men? what's all this?" *^ Why," replied they, 
♦* did not you drink boh repos^or good night ?" 

** What ! is that the meaning of it ?" ** Yes," 
^ Oh ! then danm old bon repoe^^ and take your seats 
**a^ain: for, by the life of Washington, you shan't 
♦*stir a peg till we have started every drop of our 
♦^winc." 

While he was employed in choosing a place on 
thePotomac, for the federal city, his industry was no 
less remarkable. Knowing how litde is generally 
done before breakfast, he made it a rule to rise so 
early as to have breakfast over^ and be on horseback 
by the time the sun was up. Let the rising genera* 
tion remember that be was then six^ years of age ! 

On his farm, his husbandry of time was equally 
exemplary. He contemplated a great object : an 
object worthy of Washington. He aimed at teaching 
his countrymen the art of enriching their lands, and 
consequently, of rendering the condition of man, and 
beast more plentiful and happy. He had seen thoiw 
sands of acres, which, by constant cultivation, had 
lost the power of covering their nakedness even with 
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a suit of humble sedge. He had seen thousands of 
wretched cattle, which, driven out houseless and hay- 
less into the cold wintry rains, presented such trem^ 
bling spectacles of starvation and misery, as were 
enough to start the tear into Pity's eye. To remedy 
these cruel evils (which certainly thiey are, for He 
who lent us these animals never meant that we should 
make their lives a curse to them, mudi less to our 
children^ hardened by such daily sights of misery,) 
Washington generously set himself to make artificisd 
meadows ; to cultivate fields of clover ; and to raise 
the most nutricious vegetables, such as cabbage^ tuT' 
nipSy scarcity and potatoes ; of which last article he 
planted in one year 700 bushels ! To render these vs^st 
supplies of food the more beneficial to his cattle, he 
built houses of shelter for them all. ^^ He shewed me 
** a bam," says Btissot, " upwards of 100 feet square, 
*^ and of brick, designed as a store^house for his corn, 
^^ potatoes, turnips, &c. around whith he had con- 
*^ structed stables of an amazing length, for hb cat- 
** tie.'* Every one of them had a stall well littered 
with leaves or straw ; and a ratk and manger well 
furnished with hay and provender. 

The pleasure and profits arising from such an ar- 
rangement are incalculable. How delicious must it 
have been to a man of Washington's feelings, to re- 
flect that, even in the very worst weather, every crea- 
ture, on hb extensive farms, was warmly and com- 
fortably provided ; to have seen his numerous flocks 
and herds, gamboling around him through excess of 
joy, and fidlness of fat ; to have beheld his steps 
washed with butter, and hi^ dairies floated with rivers 
of milk ; to have seen his once naked fields and frog- 
croaking swamps, JK)W, by clearance or manure, con* 
verted into meadows, standing thick with heavy crops 
of timothy and sweet scented clover j while his farm- 
yards were piled with such quantities of litter and 
manure as afforded a constantly increasing fertility 
to lus lands. 

Digitized by ^QOglC 
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Here wais fm employment worthy of 'Washing- 
ton ; an employment, which we might indeed have 
expe<?ted from him, who, through life^ had studied 
the best interests of his countrymen ; who, first as a 
soldier, had defended them from slavery, and crowned 
them with liberty ; then, as a statesman, had pre 
served them from war, ^nd secured to them thebles- ' 
sings of peace; and now as the last, but not least 
services of his life, was teaching tKem the great arts 
of improving their farms, multiplying their cattle, 
enriching their lands, and thus pouring a flood of 
plenty and of comfort through the joyful habitations 
of man and beast. 

Fu£l of Ae greatly benevolent idea, no wonder 
that he was so frugal of his time. Though the most 
hospitable of aU the hospitable Yiriginans, he would 
not suffer the society of hi^ dearest friends to take 
him from his business. Long accustomed to find 
his happiness in doing his duty, he had attsuned to 
such a roy^ arch degree of virtue, as to be restless 
and uneasy while his duty was neglected. Hence, 
of all that ever lived, Washington was the most ri- 
gidly observant of ^ojse hours of business which 
were necessary to the successful management of his 
vast concerns. ^^ Gentlemen, (he would often ^y to 
his friends who visited him) I must beg leave 6f ab- 
sence a' few hours in the forenoon : here is plenty of 
amusements, books, music, &c. Consider yourselves 
at home, and be happy." He came in about twelve 
o'clock ; and then, as if a^iimated by the consciousness 
of having done his duty, and that all was going right, 
would give himself up to his friends and to decent 
mirth the rest of the day. 

But his mornings were always his own^ Long 
before the sim peeped into the chambers of the slug- 
gard, Washington ^as on horseback, and out among 
his overseers and servants : and neither himself nor 
any about him were allowed to eat the bread of idle- 
ness. The happy effects c.f such industry were ob- 
yiolfts* Well manured and tilled, his lands yielded 
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grateful return : and it was at once pleasing and as- 
tonishing to behold the immense quantities of fine hay, 
of fat cattle, and choice grain, that were raised bnliis 
farms ; of wheat 7000 bushels in one year, and 5000 
bushels of Indian com ! His servants fared plehtiful- 
ly. His cattle never had the hollow horn. And the 
surplus of his produce, sold to the merchants* furnish- 
ed bread to the needy, and a revenue to himself more 
than sufficient to defray his vast expenditures, and to 
spread a table of true Virginian hospitality for those 
crowds of friends and foreigners idiom affection or 
curiosity led to visit him* 

Oh ! DIVINE Industry ! queen mother of all our 
virtues and 6f aU our blessings ! what is there of 
GREAT or of GOOD in this wide world that springs not 
from thy royal bounty ? And thou, O ! infernal Sloth 1 
fruitful fountain of all our crimes and curses ! what is 
there of mean or of miserable in the lot of man that 
flows not from thy hellish malice ? 

What y^as it that betrayed David, otherwise the 
best of kings, into the worst of crimes? Idleness. 
Sauntering about idly on the terrace of his palace, he 
beheld the naked beauties of the distant bathing Bathr 
sheba* Lust, adultery, and murder were the conse- 
quences. 

What was it that brought on a ten yearns war be- 
tween the Greeks and Trojans? Idleness. Young 
Paris, the coxcomb of Troy, having nothing to do, 
strolls over to the court of Menelaus (a Greek prince) 
whose beauteous wife, Helen, the black-eyed queen 
of love, he corrupts and carries off to TTroy. A 
bloody war ensues. Paris is slain. His father, bro- 
thers, and m^^riads of wretched subjects are slaugh- 
tered : and Troy, the finest city of Asia, is reduced 
to ashes! 

What was it that hurried poor Mr. A -d to 
that horrid act of suicide, which froze the blood of all 
who heard it ? Idleness. His young wife, with all that 
we could conceive ot sweetness, tenderness, and truth 
in an angePs form ; and his three beauteous babes 
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were the three graces in smiling infancy. But oh, 
wretched man ! having nothing to <io ! he strolled to 
a tavern, and to a card-table, where he lost his all ! 
five thousand pounds, lately settled on him by a fond 
father ! He awakes to horrors ujiutterable ! T¥liat will 
become of his ruined wife ! his beggared babes ? Be- 
lieving his torments little inferior 'to those of the 
damned, he seizes the fatal pistol ; drives the scorch- 
ing bullet through his brains ; and flies a shrieking 
g^ost to join the mournful throng ! 

O SAP sight ! see yon tall young man, in powder 
and ruffles, standing before his judges, trembling like 
an aspen, and pale and blank as the picture of guilt; 
while the crowded court house, every coimtenance 
filled with pity or contempt, is fixed upon him* Alas 1 
what could have brought him to this ? Idleness. His 
father happening to possess 500.acres of poor land* 
and a few negroes, uiought it would be an eternal 
disgrace to his familiy to bring up his son, (though he 
had many) to be a mechanic. No : he must be a gen- 
tleman ! ! Crrown to man's estate, and having no pro- 
fession, trade, or habit of industry to support this plea- 
sant life, he took to horse-stealing. If we had leisure 
to wait, we should presently see this unhappy youth, 
on receiving sentence of death, bursting into sobs and 
cries sufficient to make us wish he had never been 
bom. But. let us leave these horrible scenes of 
shame, misery, and death, into which idleness never 
fails tp bring poor deluded youth, and joyfully return 
to our beloved Washington, and to his health, wealth, 
and glory-giving goddess. Industry. 
' What is it that braces the nerves, purifies the 
blood, and hands down the flame of life, bright and 
sparkling, to old age ? What, but rosy cheeked Indus- 
try. See Washington so invigorated by constant ex- 
ercise, that, though hereditarily subject to the gout, 
of which all his family died, he entirely escaped it j 
and, even at the age of 66, continued straight and ac- 
tive as a young grenadier, and ready once more at his 
. eountry's call, to lead her eager ^^ij^i^g^jathe field 
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What is it that preserves the morals of young 
men unsoiled, and secures the blessings of unblem- 
ished character and unbroken health? What, but 
snow-robed industry ? See Washington under the 
guardianship of industry, walking th^ slippery ^ths 
of youth^ safe and uncorrupted, though bom in a 
country whose fertility and cUmate furnished both 
the means and invitation to vice* Early smitten with 
the love of glory; early engaged in the noble pursuit 
of knowledge, of independence, and of usefulness ; he 
had no eyes to see bad examples nor ensnaring 
objects ; no ears to hear horrid oaths, nor obscene 
language ; no leisure for impure passions nor criminal 
amours. Hence he enjoyed that purity of soul, which 
is rightly called its sunshine ; and which impressed 
a dignity on his character, and gave him a beauty 
and loveliness in the eyes of men,, that contributed 
more to his rise in the world, than young people can 
rea dilyconcevie. 

And what id it that ibises a young man^from po- 
verty to wealth, from obscurity to never-dying fame ? 
What, but industry ? See Washington, bom of hum- 
ble parents, and in humble circumstances— -born in a 
narrow nook and obscure corner df the British plan* 
tations ! yet lo ! What great things wonder-working 
industry can bring out of this unpromising Nazareth. " 
While but a youth, he manifested such a noble con- 
tempt of sloth, such a manly spirit to be always leam- 
ing or doing something useful or clever, that he 
was the praise of all who knew hiin. And, 
though but 15, so high were the hopes entertained 
of him, he was appointed a surveyor ! arduous task ! 
^ But his industry was a full match for it. Such was 
the alertness with which he carried cm his surveys ; 
such the neatness and accuracy of his plats and drafts, 
that he met with universal applause. Full-fed and 
flushed with so much fare of praise, a fare of all 
others the most toothsome and wholesome to generous 
minds, our young eagle began to flap his wings of 
honest ambition, and to pant for nobler,j^mig8. A 
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fair occasion was soon ofFered— a dangerous expe- 
dition through the Indian wilds, as already tnenticmed, 
to the French Mamelukes on the Ohio. Nobody else 
having ambition for such an adventvure, Washington's , 
offer was gladly accepted. And he executed that ha- 
zardous and importsmt trust with such diligence and 
propriety, that he received the thanks of die gover- 
nor and council. Honours came down on him now 
in showers. He was appointed major and adjutant- 
general^ of the Virginia forces ; then a colonel ; 
afterwards a member of the house of burgesses; 
next, generalissimo of the armies of the United 
States ; and, finally, chief magistrate of the Union. 
All these floods of plrosperity and honour, which in 
thousands would have but served to bloat with lust or 
pride, with him served but the more to rouse his in- 
dustry, and to enlarge his usefulness ; for such was 
his economy of time, and so admirable his method 
and regularity of business, that he always kept a-head 
of it.t No letters of consequence were unanswered. 
No reasonable expectations were disappointed. No 
necessary information was ever neglected. Neither 
the congress, nor the governors of the several states, 
nor the officers of his army, nor the British generals, 
nor even the overseers and stewards on his farms, 
w;ere uninformed whathe expected from fliem. Nobody 
fconcemed with him was idle or fretted for want of 
knowing what to do. 

* He was taken ill on Friday. An intimate friend 
asked him if he wished to have any thing done on the 
arrangement of his temporal affairs. He shook his 
head, and replied, ** No, I thank you ; for my books 
** are all posted to Tuesday !" That industry smd me- 
thod must be truly astonishing, which in the manage* 
mept of possesions so vast and complicated as his, 
kept every thing so harmoniously adjusted, as to be 
ready, at a moment's warning, to leave the world for 
•rer without a wish to alter a tittle. 
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O ADMIRABLE MAN ! O gT^at prcceptor to hU 
country ! no wonder every body honoured him who 
honoured every body ; for the poorest beggar that 
wrote to him on business, was sure to receive a 
speedy and decisive answer. No wondef every body 
loved him, who, by his unwearied attention to the 
public good, manifested the tenderest love for every 
body. No wonder that his country delighted to honour 
him, who shewed such a senseof her honours that he 
would not allow even a leaf of them to wither ; but 
so watered them all with the refreshing streams of 
industry, that they continued to bloom with ever-m- 
creasing glory on his head. 

8iN€E the day that God created man cm the earth, 
no^ne ever displayed the power of industry more sig- 
nally than did George Washington. Had he, as 
prince of Wales, or as dauphin of France, rendered 
such great services, or attained such immortal ho- 
nours, it would not have seemed so marvellous in oiu* 
eyes. But that a poor young man with neither king, 
lords, ])0r commons to back him — ^with no princes, 
nor strumpets of princes, to curry favour for him-^ 
with no gold but his virtue, no silver butiiis industry, 
should, with this old-fashioned coin, have stolen 
away the hparta of all the American IsrStfef, and from 
a sheep-cot have ascended the throne of has country's 
affections, and acquired a name above the mighty 
ones of the earth ! this is marvellous indeed ! It 
is surely the noblest panegyjric ever yet paid to 
that great virtue, industry, which has *' length of 
days m her right hand ; and in her left hand riches 
and honours." 

Young Reader ! go thy way ; think of Washing- 
ton ; and hope. ?5iough humblie thy birth, low tihy 
fortune, and few thy friends, still think of Washing* 
ton; and hope. Like hteJionour thy God; and de- 
light in glorious toil. Tffen, like him, " thou shalt 
" stand before kings. Thou shalt not stand before' 
** common men.*' 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

W4SHINGT0irS CHARACTER CONTINUED. 

HIS PATRIOTISM. 

^^ eternal King of men and angels^ elevate our 
minds / each low and partial passion thence dispel ! 
till this great truth in every heart be known^ that 
none but those who aid the public cause, can shield 
their country or themselves from chains.'*^ 

Leonidas* 

IN this grand republican virtue, we can with plea* 
sure compare our Washington with the greatest 
worthies of ancient or modern times. 

The patriotism of the Roman emperor, Alexati- 
der, has been celebrated through ali ages, because he 
was never known to give any place through /ivowr or 
friendship; but employed those only whom he believ- 
ed to be best qualified to serve his country. In our 
Washington we meet this great and honest emperor 
again. For, in choosing men to serve his country, 
Washington knew no recommendation but merit- 
had no favouris but worth. No relations, however 
near— no friends, however dear — stood any chance 
for places under him, provided he inew men better 
aualified. Respecting such men, he never troubled 
himself to enquire^ whether they were foreigners or 
natives, federalists or democrats. Some of the 
young officers of his native state, on. hearing that 
colonel Washington was made commander in chief, 
were prodigiously pleased, expecting to be made 
field officers immediately. But in this they were so 
utterly mistaken, that some of them have foolishly 
taid, ** it was a misfortune to be a Virginian^^ In- 
deed, his great soul was so truly republiGfttU thatt 
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during the whole of his administration, he was never 
known to advance an individual of his ovrn name 
and family. 

The British, with good reason, admire and extol 
admiral Blake as one of the bravest and Jiest of pa- 
triots ; because, though he disliked Oliver Cromwell, 
yet he fcrught gallandy under him ; and, with his dy- 
ing breath, exhorted his men, ** to love their coun- 
try as a common mcther ; and^ no matter what hands 
the government might JallintOj to fight for her Hie 
good children.*^ 

Or the same noble spirit was Washington. Often 
was he called to obey men greatly his inferiors^ and 
to execute orders which he entirely disapproved. 
But he was fiever known to falter. Sensible of the 
infinite importance of union and order to the good of 
his country, he ever yielded a prompt obedience to 
her delegated will. And, not content with setting us, 
through life, so fair an example^ he leaves us at his 
death, this blessed advice : «' Your government 
claims your utmost confidence and support. Re- 
spect for its AUTHORITY, Compliance with its laws, 
acquiescence in its measures.^ are duties enjoined by 
thefundamental maxims of TRVE liberty. The basis 
of our political system is the right of .the people to 
make and alter their constitutions of government. 
But the constitution, which at any time exists, until 
changed bv an explicit and authentic act of the whole 
people, is sacredly obligatory upon all." 

History has lavished its choicest praises^ on those 
magnanimous patriots, who, in their wars for liberty 
and their country, have cheerfully sacrificed their 
own wealth to defeat the common ^nemy. 

EquAL to this was the spirit of Washington. For, 
during the war, while he was with the army to the 
north, a British frigate came up the Potomac, to 
Mount Vernon ; and threatened to lay the' place in 
ashes, if provisions were not instantly sent on boL«rd* 
To save that venerable mansion, the manager ^ent 
ab«Nurd the requisite supplies. On hearing' the msA 
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ter, Washington wrote his manager the following 
letter : 

'* Sir—- It gives me extreme concern to hear that 
** you furnished the enemy with refreshments. It 
** would have been a less painful circumstance to me, 
^* to have heard, that, in consequence of your non* 
♦* compliance with their request, they had laid my 
** plantation in ruins. George Washington/* 

But, among all his splendid acts of patriotism 
there is none which, with so little noise^ may do us 
more good^ t\\'<xvi his " Legacy, or Farewell to the 
People of the United States.'* In this admirable 
bequest, like a true teacher sent from God, he ^ 
dwells chiefly on our union and brotherly love. This, 
the j^rst birth of true religion^ appears to him as the 
one thing needfuly the spring of political life, and 
bond of ptirfection. 

On this topic he employs all the energies of his 
mind ; and, in words worthy to be written in gold, 
emphatically beseeches his countrymen to guard 
with holiest care " the unity of the government ^^^ as 
the " main pillar and palladium of their liberty ^ their 
independence^ and every thing most dear to them on 
earth:' 

Little did that illustrious patriot suspect, that, 
in so short a time after his death, the awful idea of 
DISUNION should have become familiar to the public 
eye ! — so familiar as to have worn off half its hor- 
rors from the minds of many of our deluded citi- 
zens ! Disunion I Merciful God! what good man 
can think of it but as of treason^ and as a very Pan- 
dora's box, replete with every curse that can give up 
our dear country to desolation and havoc ! 

This disorganizing scheme has been three times 
brought forward, by what Washington terms " cun* 
ning^ ambitious^ and unprincipled menj^ making use 
of a thousand arts to shut the eyes of the citizens on 
that yawning gulph to which they were so wickedly 
misleading them* And each time, Lucifer-like, these 
ministers of darkness have clothed themselves over 
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as ** angels ofRghf* with Uie captivating plea of pulh 
He good* — ^^ The dtsadvantag'es of the union / thedis^ 
advantages of the union T^ is their constant cry. 
Now admitting it to be true, that this so much hated 
union has its disadvantages, (and where is there any 
human institution, even the noblest, that is free from 
them ?) yet is it not the parent of blessings so many 
and greats that no good man, as Washington says, 
** can think of them without gratitude and rejoicing ?^^ 
and is it not equally true, that these disadvantages of ' 
the union would not, in fifty years, equal the ruinous 
consequences of a disunion^ in probably half a year. 

At present,* the plea for this most horrible mea- 
sure, is the mischievous efftrcts of the embargo. — 
Well, grant that it is mischievous, highly mischiev- 
ous and painful, for such we ail feel it, yet how in- 
expressibly absurd it must be, to put the loss of trade, 
for a year or two, in competition with the peace and 
happiness, the independence and sovereignty of our 
country I Would not this be an act a thousand times 
more mad and wicked than that of the wretched E- 
sau, who, to remove the cravings of a momentary 
appetite^ sold his birth-right for a mess of pot- 
tage ! 

At this day, through the great mercies of God* 
we have cause to consider ourselves the happiest na* 
tion on earth. — List ! oh list ! 

For many years past the greater part of Christen- 
dom has been involved in all the horrors of the most 
bloody and destructive wars. Their kings and queens 
have been rudely hurled • from their thrones : and 
the " honourable men and the princes ^^^ verifying the 
mournful language of ancient prophecy, have been 
seen embracing the dung-hill, or flying from their dis- 
tracted countries ; while the mass of the people, un- 
able to fly, have been trushed to the earth with tythea 
and taxes — with impressments and conscriptions 
—with forced loans and arbitrary requisitions— 
wkh martial law, administered by military judges, 
• Thii WM written Anno Domini 18091 d g t zed by L^OOgie 
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with the bayonet at the breasts of the citizens ! On 
the other hand, during all these horrid convulsions 
and miseries of other nations, we, thoughtless, thank- 
less WE, have enjoyed all the blessings of peace, plen- 
ty, and security. Our persons have been free from 
the violence of impressments and conscriptions ; 'and 
our lives and property perfectly safe under the night- 
ly staves of a few old watchmen ! while other nations 
have been over-run with devouring armies, and 
doomed to see their houses in flames, and the gar- 
ments of their children rolled in blood, we^ like fa- 
voured Israel, have been sitting under our vine and 
fig-tree, none daring to make us afraid. Wehnvt beea 
advancing in riches and strength, with a rapidity 
unequalled in the history of man. tVe have been 
progressing in arts, manufactures, and commerce to 
an extent and success that has astonished the most 
enlightened Europeans : and, even at this moment, 
while suffering under the privations of the embargo, 
we are feasted with every necessary, and enjoying 
many of the elegancies of life. 

And yet, with so many substantial blessings in our 
hands, with so much heaven-sent manna in our mouths^ 
like ungrateful Israel^ we are mourning for lack of 
European luxuries (as they did for the Egyptian 
flesh-pots,) luxuries which we once enjoyed, but are 
now most unjustly deprived of by our brethren, the 
nations of Europe^ who are stronger than we. And 
as if that were not a sufficient evil- — as if it were not 
grievous enough to suffer such a hindrance in trade, 
agriculture, add business of all kinds — we are now 
threatened with one, in comparison of which our pre- 
sent privations are insignificant— -one which of all 
others, Washington most dreaded, and was most 
^ startled at, I mean a separation of the states, 
and consequently, civil war. 

Tills dreadful consequence is as obvious as it is 
dreadfuL Yes, it is most obvious, that the separa- 
tion of the states can never take place without civil 
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war. For if the states, disposed to separate, were 
unanimous in the attempt, the general government 
could not look idly on their apostacy, but must resist 
it ! and to that end must caU but the force of the 
rest of the union to crush it. And here, merciful 
God ! what scenes are rising before the eyes of hor- 
ror-struck imagination f A whole nation suddenly 
filled with terror ; ^ men's hearts failing them for 
fear, and for looking to those things that are coming 
on the land" — the drums and instruments of war be- 
ginning to sound — ^the warriors' guns and swords 
preparing ; not for cheerful defence of liberty and 
country, which would make war glorious ; but for 
the gloomy and infernal work of civil discord. Sis- 
ters, mute with grief, and looking through swelling 
tears, on their brothers, as they gird on the hated 
swords — wives, shaking with strong fits, and, with 
their little children, filling their houses with lamen- 
tations for husbands and fathers tearing themselves 
away for the dismal war, whence they are to return 
no more ! while aged parents, at parting with their 
sons, express the deep grief only in groans ; or, 
wringing their withered hands, with tearful eyes to 
heaven, implore a speedy grave to put their griefs 
to rest. 

But all this is but the beginning of sorrows. For 
who can paint the scenes which ensue when the two 
armies meet ? when they meet, not in the liberal spi- 
rit of stranger troops^ who, fighting merely for hon- 
our and pay, are ready, in the first moment of vic- 
tory, to sheath their swords, and treat the vanquish- 
ed with humanky and politeness ; but in all the bit- 
terness and exterminating spirit of a family quarrel, 
where men, after numberless acts of the blackest 
slander and of rancorous hate, having done every 
thing to destroy each other's souls, are now com« 
together to destroy each other's bodies. Hence, tht 
moment the ill-fated parties meett their fierce r«- 
vengeful passions take fire: sc^nrcecan they wait tht 
trumpet's dreadful signal* Then, rushing on each 
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other, more like demons than men, they thrust and 
stab, and shout and yell, in the horrid wofk of mu- 
tual slaughter. 

And when one of the wretched parties, nearly 
consumed by the sword, and unable to resist any 
longer, cry for quarters, they cry in vain. 

The furious conquerors feel not the touch of pity ; 
but, regardless of uplifted hands and prayers, con- 
tinue their cruel blows till all is hushed in death. 

This is the horrid fate of all civil wars. The 
streets of ancient Rome ; the fields of Culloden j the 
plains of modern France ; and even the piney woods 
of Georgia and South Carolina, strewed with man- 
gled carcases, all give awful proof, that when breth- 
ren turn their swords into each other^s bowels, 
war degenerates into murder, and battles into butch- 
eries. 

Nor can even the grave set limits to their rage ; 
but, like lions, turning from ^e mangled dead, they 
fly for new game to the living. All those, who by 
their wealth had most injured, or by their writings 
had most inflamed them, are sure to be the \nctim8 
of their vengeance. Such persons— as was the case 
in the last war, between the whigs and tories in the 
southern states — ^have been dragged out of their hou- 
ses, and, amidst the screams of their wives and chil- 
dren, have been hung up on the trees, or cut to pieces 
with swords with the most savage joy ; while their 
furniture has been plundered, their houses burnt, 
their cattle and slaves carried off, and their widows 
and children driven out, crying, and without bread, 
into the barren woods. 

Nor does this tragedy (of a free government mad- 
ty divided and destroying itself) terminate here. 
Even this, as Solomon says, is but their ^ wc/t/ to hell 
and their going down by the chambers of deaths ^ (poli- 
tical alaveryjj For when nations thus wickedly 
abuse their liberty, God will take it away. When 
they will not live in peace, out of virtuous chcicef 
Ihev shall be compelled bv brutai force. 
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And since they would not let God reign over them 
with a golden sceptre of reason and equal laws^ he 
will set a master over them with a scourge of scor- 
pions and an iron rod : some proud tyrant, who, look- 
ing on our country but as his estate, and ourselves as 
his cattle, shall waste our wealth on the pomps of his 
court, or the salaries of his officers ; destroy our sons 
in his ambitious wars ; and beggar us with exactions, 
as long as his ministers can invent taxes, or we, by 
hard labour, can raise money to pay them. 

" Then*^ in the words of Washington, <' what a 
triumph for the advocates of despotism^ to find that we 
are incapable of governing' ourselves ; and that sys- 
tems founded on equal liberty are ideal and fal'a- 
cious r^ Then, how will the proud sons of depotism 
shake themselves with laughter on their thrones ; 
and hell itself, responsive to their joy, clank her con- 
gratulating chains, that heaven is defeated, and the 
misery of man is sealed. . 

But, Oye favoured countrymen of Washington ! 
your republic is not yet lost; there is still hope. 
The arm that wrought your political salvation^ is 
still stretched out to save ; then hear his voice and 
live ! Hear the voice of the Divine Founder of your 
republic : " Litde children, love one another." Hear 
his voice from the lips of his servant Washing- 
ton : >' Above all things hj)ld dear your national 
UNION. Accustom yourselves to estimate its im- 
mense, its infinite value to your individual and na- 
tional happiness. Look on it as the palladium of 
your tranquillity at home ; of your peace abroad ; 
of your safety ; of your prosperity ; and even oi 
that very liberty which you so highly prize !'' .To 
this you are bound by every tie of gratitude and 
love to God or man. Ist. As to God, no people 
mor^ than you can be bound to adore that invisible 
hand which rules the affairs of men. 'Twas hi 
who fought your battles, and against such fearful 
odds esti^lishedyour ipdependence ; and afterwards 
disposed vour hearts for the reception of a general 
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and equal goverament. And for what did God 
perform all these miracles for you, but that he might 
glorify himself in your protection and happiness ? 
And will you not now rise up with joy to co-operate 
with God in the glorious work of beautifying, with 
the fruits of righteousness, this goodly land, which" 
he has so honoured, that he may place his own great 
name therein ? 

And remember, moreover, my countrymen, that 
you are now the favoured actors on a most conspi- 
cuous theatre : a theatre which seems peculiarly 
designated of Heaven for the display of human 
greatness and felicity. Far from the furious pas- 
sions and politics of Europe, you are placed here 
by yourselves, the sole proprietors of a vast region, 
embracing all the soils and climates of the earth, and 
abounding with all the conveniences of life. And 
Heaven has crowned all its blessings by giving you 
a freer government and a fairer opportunity for poli- 
tical happiness than any other nation was ever fla- 
voured with. In this view, citizens of the United 
States, you are certainly responsible for the highest 
trust ever confided to any people. The eyes of long 
oppressed humanity are now looking up to you as to 
her last hope ; the. whole world are anxious specta- 
tors of your trial ; and with your behaviour at this 
crisis, not only your own, but the destiny of unborn 
millions is involved. If, now, you make a wise use 
of the all-important opportunity — if your free con- 
stitution should be sacredly maintained— if honour, 
if patriotism, if union, and brotherly love should 
prevail, with all the good qualities which ennoble 
the character of nations — ^then the victory will be 
sure : your triumph will be complete : and the pres- 
sure of the present difficulties, instead of weakening 
will give a firmer tone to the federal government, 
that shall probably immortalize the blessings of li- 
berty to our children and children's children. 
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Then rouse ! my generous countrymen, rouse ! 
and, filled with the awfulness of our situation, with 
the glorious spirit of '76, rally around the sacred 
standard of your country. As good children give 
her all your support. Respect her authority !— 
comply with her laws ! acquiesce in her measures ! 
— Thus cemented by love^ she shall become like 
the precious wedge of Ophir that defies the fur- 
nace ; and coming forth from the fiery trial bright* 
er than ever, she shall shed on the cause of free- 
dom, a (iigmty and htstre which it never enjoyed 
. before ; a lustre vyhich cannot fail to have a favou- 
rable influence on the rights of man. Other na- 
tions, finding from your example, that men are ca- 
pable of governing themselves, will aspire to the 
same honour and felicity. Great and successful 
struggles will be made for liberty. Free govern- 
ments (the pure mothers of nations) will at length 
be established. Honouring all their virtuous chil- 
dren alike, jealousies and hatreds will cease, and 
cordial love prevail, inviting the industry of all, 
the blessing of plenty will be spread abroad, and 
shameless diefts be done away. And wisdom and 
worth (as in the choice of a free people) being cal- 
led to high places^ errors will be rare. Vices, asham- 
ed, shall hide their odious heads ; cruelties seem ab- 
horrent, and wars unknown. Thus, step by step 
progressing in virtue, the world will ripen for glory, 
till the great hour of her dissolution being come, 
the ready archangel shall lift his trumpet, and sound 
her knell. The last refining flames shall then kin- 
dle on this tear-bathed^ blood-stained globe^ while 
from its ashes a new earth shall spring, far happier 
than the first. There, freed from all their imper- 
fections, the spirits of good men (the onli/ true pa tri' 
otsj shall dwell together, and spend their ever 
brightening days in loves and joys eternal. 

May the Great Founder of your holy repub- 
hc keep you all under his divitie protection; in- 
cline your hearts to cultivate a spirit of cheerful 
subordmation to government ; to entertain a bro- 
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therly affection and love for one another ; and final- 
ly dispose you all to do justice ; to love mercy ; and 
to demean yourselves with that charity^ humility, 
and pacific temper of mind, which were the charac- 
teristics of the DIVINE AUTHOR of our blessed reli- 
gion ; without an humble imitation of whose exam- 
ple, in these things, we can never hope to be a 



CONCLUSION. 

WASHINGTON'S WILL. 

Few great men arc great In every thing. But in 
the last testament of this extraordinary American, 
we see some things altogether characteristic. 

When Benedict Arnold came to die, he said— 

I bequeath my soul to God*^ 

When Henry Laurens, president of the first con- 
gress, came to die, he said, " My flesh is too gooa 
for worms : I give it to the flames /*' which was done. 

But Washington makes no preamble about his 
soul or body. As to his soul, having made it his 
great business to re-instamp on it the image of God, 
he doubted not but it would be remembered, when 
Christ should come " to make up his jewels*^ 

And as to his body, that admirable piece of divine 
mechanism, so long the honoured servant of duty to 
his God and his country, he trusted, that, though 
** sown in dishonour^ it would one day be raised in 
glory ;'* so leaving it to rest in hope, he proceeds to 
the lollowing distribution of his worldly goods : 

Ist^ Though an old husband of 68, yet, with tht 
gallantry and warm affection of a yqung groom, h« 
gives the whole of his estate (530,000 dollars) to his 
beloved wife Martha! during her life. 

2d. Like a pure republican, he orders all his shves 
t> be iberated, at certain ages, on his wife's deatlv— 

^ Digitized by V^OOQIC 



228 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 

lamenting, that from obstacles insurmountable^ he 
could not have done it earlier* 

3d. He confirms his former donations^ viz. 4000 
dollars to a charity school, in the town of Alexandria ^ 
10,000 dollars to Liberty- Hall Academy, Rockbridge 
county, Virginia ; and 20,000 dollars to a national 
nniverbity^ to be fbunded in Washington ; with this 
remark : ** It has always been a source of serious re^ 
gret with me, to see the youth of these United States 
sent to foreign countries for education, often before 
their minds were formed, or they had imbibed just 
ideas of the happiness of their own; contracting too 
frequently, not only habits of dissipation and extra- 
vagance, but principles unfriendly to republican go- 
vernmentj and to the true and genuine liberties of 
mankind* 

" For these reasons, it has been my ardent wish 
to see a university in a central part of the wiion^ to 
which the youth of fortune and talents, from all parts 
thereof, may be sent for the completion of their t^u- 
cation in all the branches of polite and useful learn- 
ing, and especially of politics and good govern- 
ment ; and also that, by associating with each other, 
and forming friendships in early life, they may be 
enabled to free thems«ves from those local prejudices 
and state jealousies^ which are never-failing sources 
of disquietude to the public mind, and pregnant 
with mischievous consequences to this country.*' 

4tb. Having no children, he bequeaths the whol© 
of his estate, a few legacies excepted, to the chil- 
dren, 23 in number, of his brothers zxxd sister ; and, 
like a generous and affectionate relative, he gave to 
the children of his Ao// brother, Augustin, equally as 
to those of his own brothers. And, 'tis a most 

E leasing f^t, he gave to his wife's grand-children in 
ke iiberaiWa^ure with his own nieces and nephews ! 
the part giveQ>K> each has been computed at 20,000 
dollars. 
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